
Plans to Build a Compost 
Toilet Box 
 

These toilets can be built to either have the 
urine collected in a receptacle (bottle or 
jug) or have the separator connected to a 
40 mm low pressure irrigation pipe and 
buried out side in the ground. If the soil is 
very clayey then a hole approximately 0,5 
m x 1 m and 0.5 m deep and filled with 
sand to bury the pipe. 

 

The cutting list below is specifically for the 
toilet box in the pictures. It was made using 
18 mm shutter ply which can bought and 
cut to size at various timber suppliers. 

 

Other materials like tongue and groove flooring and solid wood can also be 
used. 

 

Cutting List  (mm) 

 

Front.                        390 x 540 

Back.                         390 x 540 

2 x Sides.                  540 x 540 

Bottom.                     390 x 540 

Top.                           426 x 560 

Shelf.                         140 x 390 

Step.                          240 x 426 

2 x Step sides.            150 x 240 

Step back.                  150 x 390 



 

If the urine is piped out the back you need two pieces of 70 x 210 to hold the 
separator in place or two pieces of 40 x 150 as spacers if the urines is going 
to be collected in a receptacle. 

 

If you're buying a full sheet there will be enough left 
over to cut out the seat and lid. Alternatively a seat 
and lid can be bought but for a better seal the spacers 
between the seat and lid need to be removed and the 
hinges replaced with piano or butt hinges. 

 

The panels are 
attached using 
screws and in 
this case the box lid and toilet seat lid 
are attached using piano hinges. 

 

 

The door in the front is used to remove 
the urine receptacle without having to lift 
the lid.  

 



If you are planning on having the urine 
piped out the back this door is not 
necessary. 

 

 

 

The seat is screwed on from underneath 
60 mm from the edge of the box and the 
separator must cover the first third of 
the hole. 

 

The door is cut out with a jigsaw and 
held in place by the step. The shelf inside 
is attached at a height this is going to fit 

the urine container you decide to use. 

 

The step is there to allow for a bigger box which can 
accommodate a bigger bucket therefore less 
changing/emptying. 

Without the step only a 15 liter bucket can be used but 
with it a 25 liter bucket fits in easily. 

 

On the one in the pictures pine cover strips were used to 
conceal the edges of the ply and as rebates to hold the door in place. 

 

The front of the box lid has been shaped to cover the top of the cover strips 
and to create a lip to lift the lid with. 

 

If you visit our website www.sylvantutch.co.za you will find detailed 
information on how to use these toilets. 

To order a separator visit our website www.we-pee.com 

 



 

 

 

 


