
Welcome - 7:02
Motion to record meeting, Katie Sckalor 1st, Jeanne Fischer 2nd.
Pledge of Allegiance
Call to Order

Recording Secretary’s Report: Alecia Whitaker Pace - approval of last meeting’s minutes. 1st
motion by Jamie Loehner, 2nd by Jacquie Schwetz

President’s Report

1. Previous Events
a. Scavenger Hunt: Goose Chase was a huge success. Over 78 teams entered,

there were 50 missions, and over 30 children came to Jackson Ave School to
trick-or-treat.

b. Reflections: Donna Patron -- A few entries were entered and will go for judging
by non-PTA members

c. Spooky Story: Alecia Whitaker Pace. almost 200 entries, 40 judges, virtual and
in-person participation!

d. Sock Fundraiser: Caroline Sarosy. We made over $600 dollars and families really
participated. Families love the logo socks for spirit days!

2. New  Business
a. First Website: Rose Gaitanis. Hooray! New website! www.jacksonavepta.com. All

events and contests will be updated as well as gallery images, membership, and
forms volunteers will need.

b. Memory Book: Danielle Kuhn. Cover contest. All students may enter and the art
teacher Mrs. Gallina will judge. Artwork due December. 1 Standard letter sized
white copy paper. 1st place winner gets front cover, 2nd place winner gets back
cover.

c. NYS PTA Convention: Sofia Palominos. Attended Family Engagement Workshop
that encourages us to reimagine “families” and not focus on it in the traditional
sense. PTA could offer tech classes like “how to get on zoom” or “how to use
webex.” Try to be more inclusive. Reach out directly to families, especially new
families. Create a buddy system where we have a family who is familiar with
Jackson and can help be a buddy to new families. Bigger focus on integrating
more between school and PTA -- if you’re going to do a fall event, partner with a
teacher and maybe some type of curriculum they are already doing. (Could
partner with Reflections in this way.) Overwhelming amount of information. A
website is very helpful to have everything in one place. Also attended the “T” in

http://www.jacksonavepta.com


PTA by remembering that the staff is re-learning how to teach in this pandemic
and balancing their own family lives. How can the PTA and individual parents
support the teachers?

d. Newsletter. Kim and Caroline created a newsletter for everything going on and all
the links to be in one place. It has due dates, links, descriptions, etc.

e. Bylaws Committee. Please sign up in the chat box. We will meet this month.

f. Nominating Committee. Alecia read from the bylaws about the nominating
committee requirements. Kim added about some of the criteria for potential
committee members. Katie Sckalor nominates Jeannette Miranda who accepts.
Lourdes Lird nominates Alecia Pace who had to decline. Jacquie Schwetz
nominates Caroline Sarosy who accepts. Jacquie Schwetz self-nominates and
accepts. Alecia Pace nominates Regina Giordano who accepts. Gretchen Gaylor
self-nominates who accepts. Regina Giordano nominates Danielle Kuhn as the
alternate and accepts.

g. Volunteer Google Form. Look for this to go out soon and get involved!

Vice President 1 Report: Jamie Loehner:
1. Cookie Dough. Was a huge success. We sold over $10,000 worth and made

40% of that in profit.

2. Spirit Wear. Store has been launched. Orders can be delivered by Christmas if
you order right away. 20% coupon available until Nov. 22.

3. Fall Book Fair. 360 degree virtual fair. The kids LOVE the book fair. New titles are
out! Family from far away can order. You can also set up a wishlist for teachers -
great gifts! Ends Nov. 22.

4. Holiday Boutique: Dawn Policastro. This link is out and it is virtual. It goes until
Nov. 21st. The store is divided by family members just as it was live.

Vice President 2 Report: Katie Sckalor
1. Photo Day. Huge success. Families LOVED the outdoor backdrop and prints.

The class photo will be photoshopped together now that make-up photo day has
occurred.

2. Sweetheart Dance. How can we reimagine this event in a pandemic? We have a
chairperson but we would love more committee members to help brainstorm this
event.

Treasurer's Report:



1. Vote. Started off with $12,347 dollars because spring expenses didn’t happen
due to school closure. Now we have $18,800 as of Oct. 31st. Expenses
outstanding are Cookie Dough, Socks, and admin.

Corresponding Sec. Report: Caroline Sarosy -
1. Social Media. Letter from Nurse Puntillo - thank you note and donation.

2. Correspondence

Committee Reports:
Membership Chair: Lauren DeMasters. We have 212 members and our goal is 260.

SEPTA Chair: Stacey Tracy. Christina Feit gives report: SEPTA is partnering with each
building unit to co-host events. Kindness Challenge - boys won prizes, one winner each from
Meadow and Hampton. Last meeting featured Dr. Fred Holtz from psychological services about
stress and anxiety - really well received. Lanyards for sale 2/$5 or 1/$3 email
mineolaseptasecretary@gmail.com. Marissa adds that they have anxiety management tools,
handouts, resources.

District Council Report- Silvana DeFillippo. First meeting 9/29 - Dr. Nagler reviewed all
new protocols about both district and PTA’s to reimagine their events in the pandemic. Gift card
sale coming up from high school pta. Mineola Teachers Association has 100% participation in all
5 buildings and SEPTA. Next meeting is December 1.

Principal’s Report Dr. Gonzalez, Jen Maichin, and Marta Fernandez give a presentation about
growth mindset and how that as a foundation helps promote social and emotional needs. Using
Jackson Jewels to focus on empathy and persisting. We were cut short with remote learning last
year to continue habits of mind. Habits remind our skills. Dr. Nagler encouraged his staff to take
growth mindset and make it “Mineola.”

Mineola Grows YouTube page. MCC content. Growth Mindset documentary.

Questions/Comments/Concerns
- Karla Melara spoke about a large rottweiler at pick-up on a leash but lunging toward

students at dismissal and the owner could barely keep it in check.
- Caroline Sarosy added to the comment that there was a girl playing fetch with her large

dog at pick up who was not on a leash at all. The woman was aggressive when Caroline
asked her to leash her dog and be cognizant of the safety of all the children being
dismissed.

- Silvana DeFilippo spoke about the Health Tracker App confirming her child as well when
she had indicated that he was not. Jeanne Fischer chimed in that the same thing had
happened to her.

Adjourned 8:45-ish maybe??? lol
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ATTENDANCE SHEET
1  Alecia Pace
2  Jerrod Pace
3  Kim Barnett
4  Janna Carbone
5  Donna Patron
6  Marisa Thibault
7  Sofia Palominos
8  Jeannette Miranda
9  April Heron
10 Hodari Heron
11 Erin Gonzalez
12 Jeanne Fischer
13 Jamie Loehner
14 Ellen Plunkett
15 Caroline Sarosy
16 Tanya Couture
17 Danielle Kuhn
18 Catherine Nicholas
19 Dominick Tolipano
20 Alexandra Rodiles
21 Regina Giordano
22 Jacquelyne Schwetz
23 Marta Fernandez
24 Katherine Bennett
25 Jenn Maichin
26 Jenn Moreano
27 Kate Siracusa
28 Anyis Batista
29 Rose Gaitanis
30 Katie Sckalor
31 Christina Feit
32 Silvana DeFilippo
33 Nicole Hysi
34 Michele Goodrich
35 Rosa Barahona
36 Lauren DeMasters
37 Vera Patricia da Silva
38 Brenda
39 Julie Lui
40 Kenny Lui
41 Padmini
42 Vicky Klauck
43 Maureen Ponce



44 Sorreily DeSouza
45 Brenda Roman
46 Padmini Subrian
47 Raluca Cengher


