
Our Mission
Our mission is to return Western Africa to food abundance by empowering local women 

farmers and restoring the cultural wisdom that underlies traditional sustainable agriculture. 
We seek to break free from the endless cycle of foreign aid and food imports by producing nutritious food, and preserving the cultures and customs 
that create strong families and communities.
 
LAND ACQUISITION SUCCESSES: AGILE’s innovative approach to land tenure led to a purchase of 35 acres that will be used as a Research and 
Development, Training and Innovation Center for agriculture in West Africa in partnership with the Department of Agriculture and Animal Science 
at Colorado State University, Fort Collins, Colorado.  We intend to create a collaborative and connected business environment capable of not only 
reacting to market shifts, but to anticipate them. That’s where you come in. I am especially excited because being from Africa, there is no learning 
curve to overcome in terms of problems or market identification. And the added value partnership with CSU, we can make a difference!

AGILE International
1630 A 30th Street #437  Boulder, CO 80301

+1 (720) 227-6208
www.agile-international.org

Growing Food, Nourishing Minds, Flourishing Culture

NEWSLETTER
Agile International

IN THIS ISSUE
Our Mission

*
Executive Summary

*
Meet Our Founder

Fatou Doumbia

*
Why Local Food          

Production Matters
Jen Degrossa

*
Progress

By the Numbers

FO
U

R
TH

 Q
U

A
R

TE
R

 2
01

5

With the holidays coming up, a fun and unique gift idea for loved ones is a 6-month Trivia 
Mash subscription. This $30 subscription will benefit Agile directly and tests subscribers on 

everything from Geography to Math to Sports (and so much more). Additional information and 
sign-ups can be found here: http://agilewestafrica.triviamash-edu.com/how-it-works/. Please 

be sure to enter the sales code 12460 at checkout so we can track purchases!

Give a Gift With a Cause

Executive Summary
We are empowering women while returning Mali and 

West Africa to food abundance.
Agile International was founded to fulfill that goal. Our program includes providing internship 
opportunities to CSU students for International Sustainable Development. Together with 
the AI board members, we have built the structure required to carry out this mission. As a 
woman from Mali, I know that the single most important OBSTACLE to increasing agricultural 
productivity and income generation for women in Mali and other developing countries is lack 
of access to land. By buying land and returning it to the hands of women, Agile International is 
going around traditional barriers that have always prevented the fulfillment of any meaningful 
and sustainable development goals for women in Mali. This is a unique model and has never 
been done before. Agile International plans to empower women through entrepreneurship 
development so women can: • Develop effectiveness in becoming their own best advocates • 
Develop skills in organizing, mobilizing and recognizing themselves as agents for social change 
• Acquire and practice more skills of enterprise creation • Acquire ability and capabilities 
to decide about new venture opportunities, plan, organize, and successfully manage small 
businesses and small enterprises. They will receive training and business development services 
in their communities. This will all be done sustainably, thanks to our sustainable development 
programs, in partnership with the Department of Agriculture and Animal Science at Colorado 
State University (CSU).



CURRENT PHASE:
Program design, funding, and 

implementation. 
We’ll concentrate on program design, funding 

and implementation. Our partners, “The Giants” 
are going to play a huge role in taking us to the 
next level.  Without them, we’ll never be there.

Growing Food, Nourishing Minds, Flourishing Culture

Meet Our Founder
My name is Fatoumata Doumbia, founder of Agile 
International (AI). Please allow me to introduce you 
to Agile International (AI), a 501(c)(3) tax exempt non 
profit organization. In partnership with Colorado State 
University (CSU) in Fort Collins, Colorado, we are 
working to make the world a better place for women.

WANT TO HELP?
Donations are the best way to help Agile International continue our important work!

DONATE HERE: www.agile-international.org

PROGRESS at 

AGILE!
35

Acres acquired

18
Volunteers recruited

$10,000
Dollars raised

184
Number of women 
farmers assisted

52
Number of young farmers 
assisted (boys and girls!)

14
Number of partners

12.5
Number of acres planted 
with peanuts & corn in 

2015

WHY Local 
       FOOD 

PRODUCTION 
MATTERS

Food insecurity, or the limited or unstable 
access to fresh, healthy, and affordable 
food, is not an issue unique to Mali; however, 
Mali is faced with a special set of challenges 
that makes the problem of food insecurity 
particularly dangerous for the women, men 
and children impacted by it. In rural areas 
of Mali, in particular, often not enough food 
is produced to keep up with the needs of 
the community. In addition, the increasing 
foreign investment in land throughout Mali 
for big agricultural export projects is taking 
potential land away from the communities 
that need it most. Intertwine these problems 
with other economic and social disruptions 
in access to reliable food, and we have a 
very real danger that women, the biggest 
contributors to family viability in Mali, cannot 
put food on the table for their children.This 
is why local food production matters. Local 
food production is sustainable. It allows the 
people who live on or near the land where 
the food is grown to make informed, healthy, 
and smart decisions about what to grow 
and how to grow it.Local food production is 
often safer. Those farming the land typically 
make more environmentally-conscious 
decisions regarding the land because 
they consider the land their home and 
their responsibility. Local food production 
supports local communities. Not only does 
it put food on the table, but it also allows 
the money earned by selling the food to stay 
within the community.
     Agile International is working hard, with 
your support, to combat food insecurity in 
Mali. With safe, sustainable, and local food 
production, we are ensuring that one of the 
most fundamental human rights, the reliable 
access to healthy food, is met.


