
ALIWAL SHOALtour



Thursday 22nd - Sunday 25th March

3-Night, 5-Dive Package 
incl Bed and Breakfast 

@ Blue Ocean Dive Resort 

Check-in on Thursday, 22nd March @ 2pm 
2 dives on Friday 

2 dives on Saturday 
1 dive on Sunday  

Check-out Sunday, 25th March @ 10am 

RATES: 
3-Night, 5-Dive @ R3 600 pp sharing 

3-Night, Non-Diver @ R1 500 pp sharing 

All dives quoted based on a Reef & Wreck Dives.  
If the weather plays along and for those that are keen we will also push to upgrade our reef dive to a baited 

shark dive on Sunday. This is an AMAZING experience to get close to these majestic creatures and is 
charged at an additional R750 pp as a package upgrade. 

All divers must have their own Soft Gear. 
Hard Gear can be rented as follows: 

BCD, Air-System & Weight Belt @ R250 per day 
Cylinder @ R100 per day 

Please confirm gear rental upfront so we can arrange accordingly. 
Security Deposits will apply for all Gear Hire. Gear to be collected from us prior to Tour. 

Please note that we are unable to refund any dive or gear hire fee for any dives not completed or done for 
whatever reason, whether due to hangovers, seasickness, fatigue or just general "I don't feel like it". 

Dive fees will only be credited if the Dive Operator calls off diving due to rough seas, unfavourable weather 
conditions and/or safety concerns.  

All divers must have a valid dive permit to dive on the Aliwal Shoal (it is a Marine Protected Area). 
Dive Permits can be obtained from any SA Post Office. 

Ask for the angling permit and tick the box for Scuba Diving. The permit is valid for 1 year. 
Alternatively, you can purchase a monthly permit at the Dive Resort when you arrive (subject to availability). 

e-mail explore@scuba.co.za to book

Wednesday 21st - Sunday 25th March

4-Night, 6-Dive Package 
incl Bed and Breakfast 

@ Blue Ocean Dive Resort 

Check-in on Wednesday, 21st March @ 2pm 
2 dives on Thursday 

2 dives on Friday 
2 dives on Saturday  

Check-out Sunday, 25th March @ 10am 

OR

RATES: 
4-Night, 6-Dive @ R4 500 pp sharing 

4-Night, Non-Diver @ R2 000 pp sharing 

ADVANCED COURSE TOP-UP @ R1 999 pp 
available on the 3-Night, 5-Dive Package or longer 

 PROJECT AWARE SHARK CONSERVATION Specialty @ R1 999pp 



ALIWAL SHOAL
is located approx. 5km off the coast of Umkomaas, a little town in 

KZW, just south of Durban. 
The reef was formed on the remains of an ancient sand dune and 
plays host to many kinds of hard and soft corals and a variety of 

tropical and sub-tropical fish species. 
Aliwal Shoal was named after the sinking of the 3-masted vessel 

"Aliwal", captained by James Anderson, in 1849. 

There are 2 wrecks near the reef system that are superb sites for 
divers. The Norwegian bulk carrier called the "Produce: which sank in 

1974 and the "Nebo" which sank in 1884, 
Aliwal Shoal has some stunning marine life, which explains its 

popularity amongst the diving community, both locally and 
internationally. It is especially famous for the abundance of 

Ragged-Tooth Sharks, 



Blue Ocean Dive Resort is set on beautiful grounds 

with magnificent views of the Indian Ocean and Umkomaas Golf 
Course. Built in 1934, this grand old hotel building is a colonially styled 
icon of Umkomaas. All packages include Breakfast. 

FACILITIES AND AMENITIES 
* 20 spacious newly-renovated rooms 
        twin rooms, family rooms, double rooms and single rooms – all en-suite 
* onsite parking 
* 24/7 security 
* onsite restaurant and bar 
* renowned wood fire pizza every day 
* complimentary Wi-Fi 
* sun deck 
* swimming pool 



SCUBAdiving
Aliwal Shoal is a world-renowned dive site with spectacular diving. The boat launch 

through the Umkomaas River is as legendary as the diving and divers need to be ready for a 
bumpy ride.

The reef is located 5kms out to sea. It is approximately 3kms long and 1km at its widest point, 
It has many different dive sites at varying depths so there's something for everyone... 

Raggie Cave 
18m - Best for Ragged-Tooth Sharks 
Best time to view them - June to November 
Large area with an overhanging cave system where Ragged-Tooth Sharks rest. The large 
sand patch in front of the cave is also a favourite spot for the sharks. Coral and sponge 
encrusted rocks in the area make for interesting critter viewing, including moray eels and 
brightly colours nudibranchs. 

Cathedral 
27m - Best for Ragged-Tooth Sharks 
Best time to view them - June to November 
The large amphitheatre structure has a beautiful archway entrance, the perfect spot for divers 
to sit and watch the sharks. The pot-hole at the top of the amphitheatre roof allows the light to 
gently penetrate the cave. It is a truly mesmerizing dive. Also look out for paper fish, frogfish 
and pineapple fish in and around the area. 

Northern Pinnacles 
18m - Best for Honeycomb Moray Eels and 
Rays, shoals of reef fish and fish nurseries. 
On the northeastern end of the Shoal, formed by a spine of 
rock formations that rise up from the seabed forming a series of gullies, caves and potholes. 
Look out for some of the well-camouflaged critters, including leaf fish, various eels, paper fish 
and a school of resident batfish. nA good spot to view mantas in the summer months. 

South Sands  
17m - Best for spotting large groups of rays, including sand-sharks and pods of dolphins. A 
large sand patch with fragmented patches of coral reef. Look up and out into the blue for 
passing schools of gamefish, and other large fish, white-tip reef sharks, manta and devil rays. 
Schools of red-fang triggerfish reside here. Look in the small ledges and crevices for crayfish 
and Natal sea catfish. 



WRECK 
The "PRODUCE" @ 32m 
It was a Norwegian bulk carrier that sank on 11 August 1974 after colliding with the Aliwal Shoal. 
No lives were lost as local fisherman rescues the sailors. The Produce is home to Brindle Bass, 
Harlequin Goldies (only found on the Produce and Nebo wrecks), lionfish, Salmon and Kingfish, 
as well as an abundance of colourful tropical fish, The wreck has started to break up in the last 
few years and penetration dives are not advised.

DIVING 

The "NEBO" @ 27m 
She turned over and sank in heavy seas with her cargo of railway materials, on the 20th of May 
1884 and is now a national monument. This wooden wreck is fairly intact and is an 
interesting dive, especially the swim through at the propeller, Kingfish, Salon and many other 
tropical fish will be sighted on this wreck, It is one of the few places on the Aliwal Shoal where 
you can lose sight of your buddy because of the amount of small fish in the water.



Baited Shark Dives
with Tigers & Black Tips

An exciting and unforgettable experience. 

From December through to March, when the water is at its warmest is the 
time you are most likely to see Tiger Sharks. At other times of the year, you 
have the opportunity to encounter Black Tips and other surprise pelagic 
visitors that happen to be cruising the Shoal at the time. 

The shark dive can take between 3 to 4 hours, depending on marine 
activity. The sharks are initially attracted to the boat through scent as a 
"scent slick" of fish oils is laid in the water. Once there is shark activity in the 
area, a drum of fish is lowered into the water. This increases the scent trail 
and keeps the sharks interested.  

The drum hangs between 8 and 10 metres. Divers enter the water on 
SCUBA and drift on the current with the drum. 

A thorough dive and safety briefing is conducted before your shark dive. 
* Please Note: Baited Shark Dives are subject to conditions and will be 
confirmed while on tour. 



Getting 
 1 Reynold Str, Umkomaas 

On the N2 South from Durban, take the Craigieburn / Umkomaas turn off and 
turn left at the top of the road. Follow the road until you see Reynold Street to 
your right. Turn right and find us all the way down the hill, opposite the golf 
course. Look for the thatched roof and PADI signs. 
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