






The purpose of a gimbal is to balance 

the load weight of the camera and 

lens. It 

puts it in such a position, that when 

set at any pan or tilt angle, it will hold 

that position even if you let go of the 

camera. When properly balanced, you

can literally operate the camera with 2

fingers and shoot all day long. The 

one downside is that you could find 

yourself in a shooting position where 

the gimbal would actually slow you 

down. With plenty of backyard 

practice you can eliminate that down 

to almost nothing.

When using a gimbal and tripod or 

just a tripod sometimes it helps if you 

turn “OFF” image stabilization on the 

lens or the camera body, especially 

when shooting with fast shutter 

speeds.  This is something you will 

have to experiment with, as different 

makes and models react differently.

Be patient! Sometimes it’s better to sit 

quietly and wait for the shot you’re 

looking for.  Don’t sit or stand too 

close to where you think your subject 

will be.  Be prepared to come home 

with no shots at all.  Also, don’t expect

to set up and then have your shot in 15

minutes.

In colder weather make sure to plan 

ahead.  Dress in layers, bring hand 

warmers, bring snacks and water.  

Most people forget to bring 

something to sit on.  

Trust me you can stand, but after a 

while you will be looking for a stump 

to sit on and they are not very 
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When shooting birds in flight, try to 

use as fast a shutter speed as you 

can, to reduce the amount of subject 

motion blur.  Keep an eye on your ISO,

as the faster your shutter speed, the 

higher your ISO will go.  But also 

remember that it’s better to get a 

mediocre shot than no shot at all.  

Higher ISO can be corrected in post 

processing, with software such as 

Topaz DeNoise or DXO pure raw to 

remove high ISO noise. 

Software links: dxo.com  

topazlabs.com

When using a long heavy lens, where 

possible, try to use a gimbal. You will 

find this gives you more “keepers”, 

plus it means less fatigue for you and 

a sturdy platform to work from.
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comfortable.  Amazon has plenty of 

little stools that pack up nice and 

small.

If you are after wildlife that is very 

skittish, think of investing in a small 

hide or blind.  I’ve spent hours in a 

hide waiting for a Kingfisher that was 

looking for a meal, so using a blind 

can sometimes mean the difference 

between getting a shot or not getting 

it.  You can purchase blinds for either 

single or double occupancy.  

Visit photographyblinds.com for more 

info.

Lastly, always be respectful of nature 

and the wildlife.  You will run into 

situations where you can spook the 

bird or animal to just “get the shot”. 

Avoid that at all costs.  Other times 

you will see other photographers 

intentionally spooking birds or animals

to get that shot of it flying or running 

away. Please don't be that person. 

Above all, respect your environment 

and have fun!





Meet the Team: Bill Sullivan

Bill found his love for photography at 
the age of 12. He would walk to 
Korvettes department store and beg 
his mom to take him to Adray 
Appliance as often as he could. He 
was welcome at both of these stores. 

He was given patience and guidance 
from both of the store’s salesmen. 
This allowed him to master his craft. 

Bill would eventually own his very 
own camera store! Have you heard of
the world-famous Camera Mart? He 
began working in 1987 for Camera 
Mart as an outside sales rep. 

In 1989 he became the General 
Manager for the store. In 1998, Bill 
bought Camera Mart and took it on 
as his own for the next 20 years! He 
then joined forces with Brian 
Broughton and brought Camera 
Exchange alive!

Feel free to come on in and pick his 
brain! Bill is a walking wealth of 
knowledge when it comes to 
photography. In his spare time, Bill 
loves to spend time with his daughter.




