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AESCHYNOMENE, AMERICANA –Spring/Summer (Special Order) 

Also known as Joint Vetch or Deer Vetch. It is a reseeding annual. Most suitable for moist fer-

tile soils, it is much more tolerant of extremely wet conditions than drought. The plants are 3 to 

5 feet high when mature and are extremely nutritious.  Does well planted in between pine rows.  

Aeschynomene can be planted for quail, cattle, deer, ducks, and dove. 

Planting Date- In spring or summer after danger of frost. 

Planting Rate- 20 pounds per acre or 1 pound per 1000 sq. feet in game plots. 

Planting Depth- Cover lightly but no more that 1/2‖ deep. 

Fertilizer Rate -  300 pounds 0-20-20 per acre 

Days to Maturity- Animals will begin foraging in 6 to 8 weeks after plants emerge. 

 

 

ALFALFA- Fall  

A cool season perennial. Preferred by deer, but other species of wildlife also use its foliage. 

Plant for deer and turkey. 

Planting Date- Best in fall. Can be planted in early spring. 

Planting Rate- 20-30 pounds per acre. 

Planting Depth- Cover lightly but no more than 1/4‖ deep. 

Fertilizer Rate—300 pounds 0-20-20 per acre 

Days to Maturity- Animals will begin foraging in 6 to 8 weeks after plants emerge. 

 

 

AUSTRIAN WINTER PEA- Fall 

 A cool season legume that is often called ―ice cream‖ for deer. Planted in the fall it will grow 

through the winter until warm weather arrives.  Grows best if inoculated prior to planting.  Deer 

will begin to graze on plants as soon as they emerge from the ground.  In high density popula-

tions it is recommended to spread Poconite (similar to Milorganite) at 100 pounds per acre at 

planting to keep deer from browsing until plants are strong enough to survive heavy browse.   

Planting Date– September to early November 

Planting Rate– 40-50 lbs. per acre  

Planting Depth—no more than 1‖  

Fertilizer Rate—300 pounds 0-20-20 or 17-17-17 per acre 

Days to Maturity- 100 to 120 days from emergence.  However, deer begin to browse the 

plants as soon as they emerge from the ground. 

 

 

BAHIAGRASS - Spring 

A perennial excellent for turkey-attracts insects and has small seeds.  This is also a great grass 

to plant for soil stabilization on roads, banks and around ponds. 

Planting Date– March to June. 

Planting Rate- 20-35 pounds per acre  

Planting Depth- Cover seed lightly but never over 1/2‖ deep. 

Fertilizer Rate—300 pounds of 17-17-17 or 500 pounds of 10-10-10 per acre 

Days to Maturity- Plants will grow to a height of 6‖ by about six weeks after emergence un-

der ideal conditions. 
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BUCKWHEAT- Spring 

Early maturing 10-12 weeks. Suitable for most any type soil. Seeds will remain on stalk after ripening, 

providing food over an extended period. Plant for quail, doves, turkey, ducks, and deer.  Works very well 

when mixed with Alyce Clover. 

Planting Date- In spring or summer after danger of frost. 

Planting Rate- 50 pounds per acre or 3 pounds per 1000 sq. feet in game plots. 

Planting Depth- Seed must not be covered more than 1‖ deep. 

Fertilizer Rate—300 pounds 17-17-17 or 500 pounds 10-10-10 per acre 

Days to Maturity- From 10 to 12 weeks after plants emerge. 

 

CHICORY—Fall 

Chicory is a perennial plant that has become a very popular addition to the food plot seed program in the 

past couple of years.  This is mainly because of its attractiveness to deer as well as its ability to survive 

severe drought conditions.  It is also very high in protein with a range from 10-30% throughout the year.  

Once established, it will last for years to come.  It can be planted alone or added to any mix to give a food 

plot more variety.  If mixing, do not plant more than 2 pounds to the acre. 

Planting Date—Late August to October 

Planting Rate—5 pounds per acre  

Planting Depth—1/4‖ deep 

Fertilizer Rate—300 pounds of 17-17-17 or 500 pounds of 10-10-10 per acre 

Days to Maturity—Plants are slow to establish but will begin to be grazed 4-6 weeks after germina-

tion. 

 

CHUFA-Spring/Summer 

The only seed that turkeys like more than clover!  Grows similar to peanuts. Excellent for deer and hogs 

as well. Can spray plants with Poast® at 2 pints per acre and Butyrac 200® (2,4-DB) at 2 quarts per acre 

mixed with 1 pint/acre of crop oil to kill grass and weeds growing in the plot after chufa is 4-6‖ tall.   

Planting Date- After danger of frost in spring and throughout summer months. 

Planting Rate- 50 pounds per acre or 2 pounds per 1000 sq. feet in game plots. 

Planting Depth- Seed must be covered but no more than 1 1/2‖ deep. 

Fertilizer rate—300 pounds 17-17-17 or 500 pounds 10-10-10 per acre.  After plants are 2 months old, 

spread nitrogen at a rate of 100 pounds per acre for best nut production. 

Days to Maturity-The Chufa nut will mature enough for game to eat in 100 to 120 days after emer-

gence.   

 

CLOVER, ALYCE- Spring 

A warm season tropical annual that grows 12 to 24 inches tall with pink flowers. It grows upright and has 

high nutritional quality late into the summer season. It is highly preferred by deer, turkey, and rabbits in 

late summer and early fall. Seasonal production is best July through September. Alyce Clover is slow to 

establish.  This is not a true clover, which is why you plant it in spring and why you can use nitrogen and 

not kill it. 

Planting Date- May through June 

Planting Rate– Inoculate seed, then plant 15 to 20 lbs per acre broadcast or in 24‖ or 30‖ rows and cul-

tivate 2-3 times. Use 1 lb. seed per 1000 square feet for game plots. 

Planting Depth- ¼ inch 

Fertilizer Rate—300 pounds 17-17-17 or 500 pounds 10-10-10 per acre. 

Days to Maturity-Plants will grow large enough for game to forage in about 45-60 days after emer-

gence. 
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CLOVER, CRIMSON, RESEEDING-Fall 

A reseeding annual. Most productive from late February to mid April. Grows better in sandy soils than any 

of the other clovers and is less expensive.  A favorite for deer, turkey and rabbit.  Crimson, and all clovers, 

create an ideal habitat for polts (baby turkeys) after they have hatched and hens will seek out nesting sites 

near established clover patches.  Grows best if its is coated or inoculated prior to planting. 

Planting Date- Best in fall months. Can be planted in spring. 

Planting Rate- 20lbs per acre or 1 lb. per 1000 sq. feet in game plots. 

Planting Depth- Cover very lightly but no more than 1/4‖ deep. 

Fertilizer Rate—350 pounds of 10-10-10 per acre on new plots.  200 pounds 0-20-20 per acre in spring 

and fall on established plots. 

Days to Maturity-Animals will begin to forage as soon as plants emerge. 

 

 

CLOVER, LADINO/WHITE-Fall 

Clover provides palatable, nutritious grazing and is relished by all classes of livestock. This clover can be 

used in areas for soil improvement and erosion control even while being used by deer and other wildlife 

looking for high protein forage.  It is also highly preferred by turkeys.  Plants are slow to establish the first 

year, but will then last for several years.  Best if mowed once a month to 6‖ to keep weed and grass compe-

tition down.  For excessive weeds, spray clover with 2 quarts of Butyrac 200® (2,4-DB).  For excessive 

grass, spray clover with 2 pints/acre of Poast®.  Use 1 pint crop oil per acre mixed with the herbicides for 

best results. 

Planting Date- Best in fall months but can be planted in spring. 

Planting Rate- 8-10 lbs per acre or 1/2 lb. per 1000 sq. feet in game plots. 

Planting Depth- Cover very lightly but no more than 1/4‖ deep. 

Fertilizer Rate—350 pounds of 10-10-10 per acre on new plots.  200 pounds 0-20-20 per acre in spring 

and fall on established plots. 

Days to Maturity- Plants will grow large enough for game to forage in about 60 days after emergence. 

 

 

CLOVER, SUBTERRANEAN-Fall 

Plant in old logging roads, trails, or open patches in woods and sparsely wooded areas and old lay out fields.  

This clover seems to do relatively well in shade and poor soil.  It is not a perennial clover but a re-seeding 

annual that does best when inoculated prior to planting. 

Planting Date- Best in fall months. Can be planted in spring. 

Planting Rate-20 lbs per acre or 1/2 lb. per 1000 sq. feet in game plots 

Planting Depth- Cover very lightly but no more than ½‖ deep. 

Fertilizer Rate—350 pounds of 10-10-10 per acre on new plots.  200 pounds 0-20-20 per acre in spring 

and fall on established plots. 

Days to Maturity- Plants will grow large enough for game to forage in about 60 days after emergence. 
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CORN-Spring 

Plant around ponds for ducks. Plant in open fields for deer and doves. Follow Seed Company’s recommen-

dation for planting.  Use bush hog to shell out after corn dries hard on cob.  A favorite of deer in the fall and 

winter months because it is high in carbohydrates.  However it does not have the high protein that clover 

has. 

Planting Date—In spring after danger of frost has passed. 

Planting Rate—Depends on the variety but most field corn needs to be planted 7-12‖ apart, which ends 

up being approximately 10-12 pounds per acre.  Best when planted with a corn drill. 

Planting Depth– 1‖ to 1 1/2 ― deep 

Fertilizer Rate—300 pounds of 17-17-17 or 500 pounds of 10-10-10 per acre.  For best results a second 

application using 30-0-0 should be applied 4 weeks after plants emerge from the ground. 

Days to Maturity—Most corns will mature in 70-120 days after germination. 

 

 

 

 

COWPEAS, IRON & CLAY- Spring/Fall 

Late maturing peas providing excellent food for quail in late fall as well as excellent green forage for deer. 

Works well when planted with soybeans to help relieve browse pressure during the early stages of growth.  

You can also spread Poconite at planting at a rate of 100 pounds per acre to help keep the deer pressure 

down while plants are getting established.  Grows best when inoculated prior to planting.  Can also be 

planted in August for an early season bow hunting stand. 

Planting Date-In spring after danger of frost and throughout the summer and early fall months. 

Planting Rate- 50lbs per acre broadcast or 3 lbs per 1000 sq. feet in game plots. 

Planting Depth-Seed must be covered 1‖ deep but no deeper than 1-1/2‖. 

Fertilizer Rate—300 pounds of 17-17-17 or 500 pounds of 10-10-10 per acre 

Days to Maturity-The plants will produce forage for game about 45 days after emergence. Seed pods 

form at about 60 days and will mature at about 100 days. 

 

 

 

EGYPTIAN WHEAT - Spring  

Egyptian wheat, an annual, is really a sorghum.  It makes a different stand from all other sorghums in that 

its seed lasts from fall through the winter and on into early spring. It has a loose seed head, a hard seed coat, 

and the seeds shatter out slowly, supplying game with food over long periods. The seeds are relished by all 

game birds.  The plants reach heights of  8-10 feet, providing an abundance of cover and making it ideal as 

a screen between properties or along power lines.  Deer do very little damage to the seed heads but use lar-

ger plots as bedding areas. Egyptian wheat is adaptable in any region where the growing season allows for 

90-105 days to maturity. 

Planting Date- in Spring after danger of frost 

Planting Rate– 20-25 pounds per acre 

Planting Depth –Cover 1/2‖ to 1‖ deep 

Fertilizer Rate– 300 pounds 17-17-17 or 500 pounds 10-10-10 per acre. 

Days to Maturity- 90-105 days 
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LAB-LAB—Spring 

A warm season annual vining bean that originated in Africa.  It is extremely drought 

tolerant and needs full sun.  It will not do well in wet soils.  It has very high protein levels, up to 

40%.  It is best if planted with corn or sorghum to give the vines something to grow on.  Plants 

do best when seeds are inoculated prior to planting.  Spread Poconite (similar to Milorganite) at 

100 pounds per acre at planting to keep deer away until plants are strong enough to survive 

heavy browsing.   

Planting Date:  in spring after danger of frost  

Planting Rate:  20# per acre 

Planting Depth:  1/2 to 1‖ deep 

Fertilizer Rate:  300 pounds 17-17-17 or 500 pounds 10-10-10 per acre 

Days to Maturity:  80 days to maturity.  Deer will begin to browse plants as soon as they 

emerge from the ground. 

 

 

LESPEDEZA, BICOLOR—Spring 

A perennial that grows 6 to 10 feet high. It is a legume that supplies its own nitrogen. Its seed 

attracts quail and other game birds while the plant itself is valuable in soil erosion control. Les-

pedeza is most attractive to deer in the late summer months when its protein levels reach about 

16%.  Note: Lespedeza produces a toxin that hinders other plants from establishing. 

You can plant Bi-color in the following ways: 

 1. Strips in open woodland  3. Hedges 

 2. Fields and woodland borders 4. In gullies and on dikes 

Planting Date-In spring or summer after danger of frost. 

Planting Rate-10 pounds per acre or ½ lb. per 1000 sq. feet in game plots. 

Planting Depth- Cover seeds about ½‖ deep but no more than 1-1/2‖ deep. 

Fertilizer Rate—300 pounds of 17-17-17 or 500 pounds of 10-10-10 per acre 

Days to Maturity-This plant is a perennial and does not produce many seeds the first year. 

 

 

 

LESPEDEZA, KOBE (STRIATE)- Spring 

Kobe has been used throughout the southeast by farmers for hay. Kobe is very drought resistant 

because of the very extensive root system. Kobe provides adequate cover and supply of seed for 

quail when it reaches maturity. It grows to a height of 12 to 15 inches tall. Lespedeza is most 

attractive to deer in the late summer months when its protein levels reach about 16%.  Note: 

Lespedeza produces a toxin that hinders other plants from establishing. 

Planting Date- In early spring through the early summer months. 

Planting Rate- 50 lbs. per acre or 1 lb. per 1000 square feet in game plots. 

Planting Depth-Seed must be covered at least ½ ― but no deeper than 1‖ deep. 

Fertilizer Rate—300 pounds of 17-17-17 or 500 pounds of 10-10-10 per acre 

Days to Maturity-Seed mature in early Fall and last through the Winter months as a game 

feed. 
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LESPEDEZA, KOREAN & SERICEA- Spring 

Korean is the earliest of the annual Lespedezas, coming up first and maturing early. The seed 

begins ripening in August providing early feed for quail.  It also has very high protein levels 

which makes it attractive to deer.   Note: Lespedeza produces a toxin that hinders other plants 

from establishing. 

Planting Date- In early spring through the early summer months. 

Planting Rate- 50 lbs. per acre or 1 lb. per 1000 square feet in game plots. 

Planting Depth-Seed must be covered at least ½ ― but no deeper than 1‖ deep. 

Fertilizer Rate—300 pounds 17-17-17 or 500 pounds 10-10-10 per acre. 

Days to Maturity-Seeds mature in early Fall and last through the Winter months as a game 

feed. 

 

MILLET, BROWNTOP- Spring 

A branching annual 2-3 feet tall that produces seed in 60-90 days. Browntop is a heavy seed 

producer. Its uses are: Quail and dove food when planted upland, and duck food when planted 

where it can be flooded.   It can also be used on roads for erosion control.  Deer and turkey will 

also eat the seed heads once seed has reached maturity. 

Planting Date-Early spring after danger of frost throughout summer and into early fall. 

Planting Rate-50 lbs. per acre or 2 lbs. per 1000 sq. feet in game plots. 

Planting Depth-Cover seeds lightly but no more than 1/2‖ deep. 

Fertilizer Rate—300 pounds 17-17-17 or 500 pounds 10-10-10 per acre. 

Days to Maturity-55 to 60 days from emergence, depending on weather. 

 

 

MILLET, DOVE PROSO– Late Spring/Summer 

Relished by all game birds. Grows 3 to 6 feet tall and matures from top of head down. Plants 

bend over and the head turns down as the seed begins to mature. The mature seeds then fall to 

the ground. Dove Proso has a shiny seed coat which does not quickly mold or mildew. 

Planting Date-June 

Planting Rate- Plant 25 lbs. per acre in rows, or 50-60 lbs. per acre broadcast. 

Planting Depth—Cover seeds lightly but no more than 1/2‖ deep. 

Fertilizer Rate—300 pounds 17-17-17 or 500 pounds 10-10-10 per acre. 

Days to Maturity-60-90 days.  

 

 

MILLET, JAPANESE- Spring/Summer 

Also known as Jap or Duck Millet.  Japanese Millet is an annual, growing 2 to 4 feet tall. For 

ducks, plant in low areas suitable for flooding. Ducks, doves, and quail are all attracted to Japa-

nese Millet. 

Planting Date- Early spring after danger of frost throughout summer and into early fall. 

Planting Rate- 50 lbs. per acre or 2 lbs. per 1000 sq. feet in game plots 

Planting Depth- Cover seed lightly but no more than 1/2‖ deep. 

Fertilizer Rate—300 pounds 17-17-17 or 500 pounds 10-10-10 per acre. 

Planting Maturity– 70 to 110 days from emergence. 
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MILLET, WHITE- Spring/Summer 

This great plant is perfect for quick-growing strips in dove fields.  Grows 1 to 2 feet tall. One of the 

best dove and quail feeds known due to its shiny coat which is resistant to mold and mildew. A short 

growing plant with heavy seed makes it ideal for dove fields since doves do not like the heavy ground 

cover that other millets that tend to produce, with their larger, taller plants. Seeds scatter easily from 

heads when mowed for hay or combined or roto-mowed. White Millet is related to Dove Proso Millet 

but has the advantages of requiring less moisture for growth, and of maturing faster and more evenly. 

Planting Date-Early spring after danger of frost, and  throughout summer and into early fall. 

Planting Rate– 25 lbs. per acre or 2 lbs. per 1000 square feet in game plots. 

Planting Depth- Cover seed lightly but no more than 1/2‖ deep. 

Fertilizer Rate—300 pounds 17-17-17 or 500 pounds 10-10-10 per acre. 

Days to Maturity- 100 to 110 days from emergence. 

 

OATS- Fall 

Most any variety will do. Forage variety preferred. Certain types produce higher amounts of sugar 

which makes them more preferable to deer.  Good for deer, quail, and turkey. 

Planting Date-Best planted in September or October. 

Planting Rate– 100 pounds per acre. 

Planting Depth- Plant on prepared seed bed approximately 1 1/2 inches deep. 

Fertilizer Rate—300 pounds 17-17-17 or 500 pounds 10-10-10 per acre. 

Days to Maturity– Animals will begin to browse on plants as soon as they emerge from the 

ground.  Seeds mature in late spring and early summer. 

 

 

RADISH-Fall 

Grows a leaf and a bulb that deer will consume throughout the Fall season. 

Planting Date - September 

Planting Rate -  5 pounds per acre alone, or 1 pound per acre when planted with other seed 

Planting Depth - Cover seed lightly, no more than 1/2‖ 

Fertilizer Rate -  300 pounds of 17-17-17 or 500 pounds of 10-10-10 per acre 

Days to Maturity -25-30 days 

 

 

RAPE—Fall 

Rape is in the brassica family and is a great addition to any food plot to help spice it up late in the sea-

son, or it can be planted by itself for a late season food plot.  Deer will not consume these plants until 

after a hard frost.  The frost makes the plants produce large amounts of sugar which the deer will 

quickly consume.  A great seed to add to any seed mixture. 

Planting Date—September through October 

Planting Rate—5 pounds per acre 

Planting Depth—1/4‖ deep 

Fertilizer Rate—300 pounds of 17-17-17 or 500 pounds 10-10-10 per acre 

Days to Maturity—Plants will start being browsed after first hard killing frost. 
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RICE- Spring/Summer 

Excellent duck food.  Spray the intended plot area with a non-selective herbicide 2 weeks prior to plant-

ing to eliminate any weed or grass competition. 

Planting Date- May through July 

Planting Rate– 80-100  pounds per acre. 

Fertilizer Rate—300 pounds 17-17-17 or 500 pounds 10-10-10 per acre. 

Planting Depth– Plant 1‖ deep but no deeper than 1 1/2‖.  In areas that are already covered in water, 

scatter seed around edges of duck ponds in about 12 inches of water. Then muddy water with tree 

limb to hide seed from ducks until they sprout. Can also be planted in areas that can be flooded. 

 

 

RYE (GRAIN)- Fall 

All grain ryes are annuals that do best when planted in early fall. Grazed by turkey and deer throughout 

the fall, winter, and spring.  Rye also provides nesting areas for quail and turkey and then the fallen seed 

serves as food. Rye, added at a rate of 10 pounds per acre, is often mixed in with clovers. 

Planting Date- Early fall months. 

Planting Rate- Plant approximately 100 pounds per acre. 

Planting Depth- Cover lightly no deeper than 1‖. 

Fertilizer Rate—300 pounds 17-17-17 or 500 pounds 10-10-10 per acre 

Days to Maturity– Seed germinates quickly, as fast as 4-10 days. 

 

  

SORGHUM, WILD GAME FOOD (WGF)- Spring/Summer 

Wild Game Food Sorghum is early maturing reaching the mid-bloom state 43 to 50 days after planting. 

Mature plant is 26 to 30 inches in height. The seed becomes palatable at maturity at which time they are 

readily consumed by upland game birds such as quail and turkey and by migratory birds such as ducks, 

geese, and dove. Deer will also consume the heads of the plants once the seeds have reached maturity. 

Planting Date- In spring after danger of frost and throughout the summer months. 

Planting Rate- 10-20 pounds per acre 

Planting Depth- Seed should be covered approximately ½‖ deep but not over 1‖ deep. 

Fertilizer Rate—300 pounds 17-17-17 or 500 pounds 10-10-10 per acre 

Days to Maturity- Seed will mature for game use in approximately 110 days from emergence. 

 

SOYBEANS- Spring/Summer 

Most any variety will do. Forage type preferred.  Can be planted from spring to summer and even into 

early fall.  Often planted in August by bow hunters to create an early season sweet spot.  Because soy-

beans are preferred by deer, they will grow best when Poconite is broadcast at a rate of 100 pounds per 

acre at planting.  This gives the plants a chance to establish before being browsed.  Soybeans do well 

when mixed with Iron & Clay peas.  Plants do best when inoculated prior to planting. 

Planting Date- May through August 

Planting Rate- 50 pounds per acre. 

Planting Depth- Seed should be covered approximately ½‖ deep but not over 1‖ deep. 

Fertilization Rate– 300 pounds of 0-20-20 or 17-17-17 per acre. 

Days to Maturity—Animals will begin to consume the plants as soon as they emerge from the 

ground.  Beans will mature 90-120 days after germination. 
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SUGAR BEETS-Fall/Winter 

High sugar content.  Grows a 3-5# bulb that deer will dig up.  Deer will not eat until after frost.  

May have to dig a few up to get deer started.  

Planting Date - August 

Planting Rate - 5 pounds per acre by itself, or 1 pound per acre when mixed with other seed 

Planting Depth - Cover lightly, at 3/4‖ deep. 

Fertilizer Rate - 300 pounds 17-17-17 or 500 pounds 10-10-10 per acre. 

Days to Maturity - 50-60  

 

SUNFLOWER- Spring/Summer 

Grows from 2 to 3 ft. in height with small head full of black seed. Ideal food for all game who 

relish high-oil-content crops, including quail, dove, turkey, and deer.  If planting it for a dove 

field, it is recommended to put up a fence to keep deer from destroying the crop.  You can also 

deter deer by broadcasting Poconite in the crop every 3 weeks at a rate of 100 pounds per acre. 

Planting Date- In spring after danger of frost and throughout the summer months. 

Planting Rate– 25 lbs. per acre broadcast, or, best way is 10 pounds per acre in 36‖ rows 

and cultivate. 2 lbs. per 1000 sq. feet in game plots. 

Planting Depth- Seed must not be covered more than 1-1/2‖ deep. 

Fertilizer Rate—300 pounds 17-17-17 or 500 pounds 10-10-10 per acre. 

Days to Maturity- The plant will produce seeds in about 80 days after emergence. 

 

WHEAT- Fall/Winter 

Wheat is an annual that is a favorite of deer in the fall and winter months.  Seeds mature in the 

spring and summer and are then consumed by deer, turkey and quail.  It is also a favorite of 

doves and should be included in any dove field.    

Planting Date-September through November 

Planting Rate- 100 pounds per acre 

Planting Depth- Cover lightly but no more than 1‖ deep. 

Fertilizer Rate—300 pounds 17-17-17 or 500 pounds 10-10-10 per acre 

Days to Maturity– Plants will be consumed by wild life as soon as they emerge from the 

ground.  Seeds mature in late spring and early summer. 

 

VETCH, HAIRY- Fall  

A re-seeding annual. A winter hardy vetch that is excellent for wildlife particularly deer and 

turkey. It is well adapted to growth on sandy soils and is markedly drought and alkali resistant. 

It is easily identified by the narrow, numerous leaflets, and the hairy and somewhat silvery 

herbage. The flowers are blue-violet, borne in one-sided clusters of about thirty on a long stalk. 

The pods of Hairy Vetch shatter much more easily than Common Vetch, and the seeds are 

smaller, round, and nearly black. 

Planting Date- Best in fall months. Can be planted in spring. 

Planting Rate- Broadcast 20-30 lbs. per acre. 

Planting Depth- Cover very lightly but no more than 1/2‖ deep. 

Fertilizer Rate-  300 pounds 17-17-17 or 500 pounds 10-10-10 per acre 

Days to Maturity- Plants will grow large enough for game to forage in about 60 days after 

emergence. 
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SEED MIXES – plant a blend for an easy wildlife buffet! 
 

 

ECONOMY MIX – Fall    (Wheat, Oats & Rye) 

An annual mix, this is a favorite because it is easy to grow and attracts many different species 

of wildlife, including deer, turkey, dove, quail, and rabbits. 

Planting Date – September through November 

Planting Rate – 75# minimum, 100# for full coverage per acre, broadcast 

Planting Depth – plant ½‖ to 1‖ deep 

Fertilizer Rate—300 pounds 17-17-17 or 500 pounds 10-10-10 per acre 

Days to Maturity—Wildlife will graze plants as soon as they emerge from ground.  Seeds 

will mature in late spring and early summer months 

 

 

 

PREMIUM MIX – Fall  (Wheat, Oats, Rye, Crimson Clover & Rape) 
An annual mix, this adds clover & rape for more protein, and  it is easy to grow. It attracts many 

different species of wildlife, including deer, turkey, dove, quail, and rabbits. 

Planting Date – September through November 

Planting Rate – 75# minimum, 100# for full coverage per acre, broadcast 

Planting Depth – plant  ½‖  to 1‖ deep 

Fertilizer Rate—300 pounds 17-17-17 or 500 pounds 10-10-10 per acre 

Days to Maturity—Wildlife will graze plants as soon as they emerge from ground.  Seeds 

will mature in late spring and early summer months 

 

 

 

SUPERIOR MIX – Fall (Wheat, Oats, Rye, Crimson Clover & Austrian Winter Peas) 

An annual mix, this includes peas for a higher protein content.  It is easy to grow and attracts 

many different species of wildlife, including deer, turkey, dove, quail, and rabbits. 

Planting Date – September through November 

Planting Rate – 75# minimum, 100# for full coverage per acre, broadcast 

Planting Depth – plant  ½‖  to 1‖ deep 

Fertilizer Rate—300 pounds 17-17-17 or 500 pounds 10-10-10 per acre 

Days to Maturity—Wildlife will graze plants as soon as they emerge from ground.  Seeds 

will mature in late spring and early summer months 
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         Chemicals 
 

A.  CROP OIL OR NON-IONIC SURFACTANT 

 

Also known as Spreader Sticker—Use with all herbicides except 2,4-DA.  Helps the herbi-

cide stick to the leaves and stems of the weeds, so they absorb the chemical better.  If tempera-

ture is cooler than 80°F, mix with herbicide at a rate of 2 pints per acre.  If hotter than 80°F, 

mix with herbicide at a rate of 1 pint per acre, to avoid leaf burn on the food plot crop you don’t 

want to kill. 

 

B.  POST-EMERGENT WEED KILLERS 

1) Glyphosphate (trade names Round-Up® or Razor Pro®) – A non-selective herbicide that will 

kill everything: grasses, weeds, and the good things.  Spray at a rate of 1.5 – 2 quarts per acre.  

Mix with crop oil, 1 pint per acre. 

 

2)   2,4-DB (trade name Butyrac 200®) – For killing broadleaf weeds that are growing in fields 

of Clovers, Legumes, and Chufa, but will not kill the Clovers, Legumes and Chufa.  Spray at a 

rate of 1.5—2 quarts per acre.  Mix with 1—1.5 pints crop oil per acre for best results. 

 

3)   2,4-DA - Kills all broad leaf weeds and grasses.  Spray over grains (Wheat, Oats, Rye)  to 

kill all broadleaf weeds and grasses without harming the grains.  DO NOT USE in Clovers, it 

will kill them – use 2-4-DB (above) instead.  

 

4) Clethodim® – A selective grass killer.  Can be used over clovers and chufa to kill grasses 

without harming the clovers and chufa.  Spray at a rate of 1 pint per acre.  Must mix with 1 pint 

of crop oil for best results.  

 

5) Envoy Plus®—Selected herbicide.  Specialty item that kills Cheat grass (wild rye) in clovers 

in the spring.  Spray 1 pint per acre, mixed with 1 pint of crop oil. 

 

6)  Atrazine— Kills a wide range of weeds and grasses in corn and sorghums.  Spray when 

crop plants are 12‖ high at a rate of 1.5 quarts per acre, either before or after weeds have 

emerged.  Mix with 1 pint of crop oil or non-ionic surfactant for best results.  

 

C.  PRE-EMERGENT WEED KILLER 

 

1)  Treflan– A pre-emergent that forms a barrier to prevent most weeds from germinating.  

Typically used for corn, peas, millet and sunflowers.  Plow ground, apply treflan at a rate of 1 

pint per acre, and then incorporate it into the soil by plowing the field again 1-2 inches deep.   

Plant seed within 4-12 hours of treflan application. 

D. LIME (agricultural) 
Lime helps correct the pH of the soil, it provides calcium and magnesium , it improves water 

penetration in the soil and improves plant uptake of major plant nutrients (nitrogen, phospho-

rous & potassium.)  Dolomitic lime has a higher percentage of magnesium in it than regular 

lime.  Soil in the Upstate is typically acidic clay and needs lime to bring the pH up to 6.5-7.0, 

where it’s more neutral.   Some plants, especially legumes, will not grow in very acidic soils, so 

liming is an inexpensive way to ensure a successful crop.   A soil test is needed to determine 

how much to apply.   Lime comes in powder, pelletized and fast-acting forms. 
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Chemicals, continued 
 

D.  FERTILIZERS & SPECIALTY ITEMS 

 

1)  Balanced Fertilizers (10-10-10 and 17-17-17)  All purpose fertilizers, each with equal parts 

Nitrogen (for leaf growth), Phosphorous (for root growth, and flower & seed production) and 

Potassium (for vigor and disease resistance).  Use on all new plantings and in fall and spring on 

all crops that grow during that season, except for legumes.  Avoid nitrogen for legumes, (except 

the first planting) and use 0-20-20 instead. 

 

2)   Poconite® - (similar to Milorganite® ) - Granular low NPK (5-2-0) soil enhancer  that has a 

faint odor that repels deer while providing organic conditioners for the soil.  Used primarily for 

its deer repelling qualities, to help new crops grow tall enough to withstand browsing.  Broad-

cast at a rate of 100 pounds per acre.  Reapply every three weeks and after heavy rains, until the 

crop is 15-18‖ high and can withstand foraging. 

 

3) Ele-Max 11-8-5  This a liquid foliar fertilizer (taken in through the leaves) that helps plants 

jump up and compete with weeds after spraying with Poast or Butyrac 200.  Good for boosting 

young plants and also helps bring sickly or waterlogged plants back to life.  Spray at a rate of 2 

quarts per acre.  Do not use on clover; contains 11% nitrogen. 

 

4) DeltAg Seed Coat—rooting hormone that helps seeds grow bigger, healthier root systems.   

Inexpensive, use on all seeds prior to planting.  Mix it in with the seed in the spreader hopper. 

 

5)  Inoculant—powder containing rhizobeum soil bacteria that help legumes grow root nodules 

that fix nitrogen.  Recommended for legume plantings in new fields and in fields with less than 

five years of good legume production. 

 

6)  Pelletized Lime—adjusts the pH of soil to be less acidic and more neutral so that plants can 

absorb the nutrients in fertilizer.  Usually applied in the fall or spring.  An annual soil test will 

tell you how much to apply per acre.  If you are spending the money to fertilize, then spend the 

money to soil test and apply lime if needed, otherwise you are adding nutrients that the plants 

won’t be able to use. 

 

E.  PESTICIDES 

There’s rarely a need for bug killing chemicals, except for control of severe Fall Armyworm 

infestations.   Armyworms are present every year, but every 3-5 years populations explode in 

late summer or early fall, usually after a cold wet spring has killed off their natural predators.  

The worms favor grasses, corn and sorghum, so best prevention is to keep grasses under control 

in food plots.  Chemical control is indicated when population exceeds 3 worms/square foot. 

 

1)  Sevin XLR Plus—Best results are achieved when worms are less than 3/4‖ long.  Spray 

crops in early morning or early evening when worms are above ground,  at a rate of 1-2 pints 

per acre.  Recommend a 2nd treatment two weeks later to kill hatching larvae. 

 

 

 

© 2011 Copyright Carolina Farm & Wildlife Supply. All rights reserved. 12 


