
PRIVATE CASK OFFER 



PR I VAT E  
C A S K  O F F E R   

Each cask will cost £5,000, which includes ten years of 
storage and insurance. Thereafter we can continue to 
store it for a small annual charge. To secure yours, we will 
ask you to make a non-refundable deposit of £4000 now, 
with the balance due on notification by us, before your 
cask is filled.

As a rough estimate, you can expect your cask to produce 
around 280 bottles of whisky after 10 years if bottled at 
46% abv or 220 bottles if bottled at cask strength (55% 
abv is used here as an example). Assuming a bottling cost 
of £5 per bottle and VAT and duty at current rates, your 
bottle would cost approximately £26 @ 46% abv and £30 
@ 55% abv. 

For an additional charge, your cask can be bottled in  
two stages, so you can enjoy two different whiskies  
from one barrel. 

Our terms and conditions and order form, as well as 
instructions for bank transfer, are attached.

As soon as you reserve your cask, a letter 
confirming your allocation will be sent to you by 
post. When your cask is filled, your inscription and 
number will be stencilled on the cask. These barrels 
typically contain up to 200 litres of spirit and when 
your cask is filled, a certificate will be sent, detailing 
the quantity and strength of the spirit you now own.

Your cask, protected by our insurance and carefully 
monitored and looked after, will be held in our 
warehouse on the Isle of Barra on the Atlantic coast 
for up to ten years. You have to wait, unfortunately, 
at least 3 years, after which the spirit can legally be 
called Scotch Whisky, but then we would be delighted 
if you came to inspect your cask from time to time. 
We will draw a sample for you and you can decide on 
the moment it is ready to be bottled. If you can’t visit 
us on the island, we will send you a sample to taste 
after the whisky has matured for every 2 years while 
in storage, with the option to sample on request.  

When you think it is ready, we will be ready to  
bottle it for you at the distillery, with a personalised 
label, before sending it to its destination. There  
will then be a further charge to cover the bottling,  
taxes and shipping.
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T E R M S  &  CO N D I T I O N S  O F 
C A S K  SA L E

1. The completed limited-edition cask offer purchase 
form and these terms and conditions comprise the 
contract of sale for a 2022 bourbon barrel (“cask”) 
between Isle of Barra whisky distillers ltd (‘we’ and 
‘us’) and a customer (‘you’ and ‘your’). 

2. To comply with the UK warehouse owners and 
warehouse goods regulations (“WOWGR”) you are 
required to confirm that you are a private individual 
purchasing the filled cask for private consumption 
or gifting and that the ultimate bottled Scotch 
whisky produced from the cask purchased will not 
be sold or traded for profit. Your completion of 
the purchase form will be deemed by us to be your 
confirmation of wowgr compliance.

3. A non-refundable deposit of £4,000 per cask is 
required to secure your cask allocation. Before filling 
your cask, we will request payment of the second 
instalment of £1,000 per cask. 

4. Your cask will be filled with new make spirit at the 
distillery and will contain approximately 190 to 200 
litres at a filling strength of circa 63% abv.

5. Your cask will be individually marked with the year 
of distillation, cask number and your own name or 
other mark specified by you and which is reasonably 
acceptable to us. 

6. Once the cask has been filled you will be sent a 
certificate of ownership. you will then be deemed to 
have taken title to the cask.

7. The cask price includes all warehouse insurance 
and rent for a minimum period of 3 years and a 
maximum period of 10 years from the date when it 
is filled and regular inspection of the cask for signs 
of leakage during that time. It further includes the 
costs of repair to any cask which is leaking, and the 
replacement of any spirit lost as a result of that 
leakage, but does not include spirit lost due to 
natural evaporation. 

8. The cask price includes the cost of taking a 100ml 
sample of spirit from each cask on the fourth, 
seventh and tenth anniversaries of the cask filling 
date for quality control purposes which will be sent 
to you for your own analysis. 

9. The cask must remain in our warehouse on the Isle 
of Barra throughout the spirit maturation period 
which will not be less than 3 years. If you wish to 
retain the cask in our warehouse for longer than 10 
years then the cost of warehouse insurance and 
rent, and UK HMRC compliance administration 
after the 10 year period will be your responsibility 
and intimated to you at that time. Sampling and 
cask repair will then be chargeable, and we will not 
replace spirit losses which may occur nor spirit in 
your cask which has not matured to the quality 
standard expected by us. 

10. The cask price includes the cost of the cask. The 
cask will become your responsibility to remove from 
our warehouse at the end of the maturation period 
and subsequent disgorging. We will be happy to 
discuss other options with you at that time including 
a possible re-purchase of your cask or re-filling with 
a fresh batch.

11. Bottling must be carried out by us at our facility 
on the isle of Barra. The bottling will be carried out 
without chill-filtration or the addition of any colour. 
You will have the choice of bottling at cask strength 
or 46% abv. Bottling and delivery will be charged 
extra, and the costs intimated in advance, at the end 
of the maturation period and prior to bottling.  
 
It will be possible for an extra charge to bottle your 
cask in two stages to obtain the benefit of two levels 
of maturation.

12. UK duty and VAT may be payable after bottling, 
depending upon the final destination of the bottled 
product. 

13. Labelling and packaging details will be agreed in 
advance of bottling by us with you and must comply 
with all Scotch whisky legislation and any other 
relevant legislation pertaining at the time. The 
label and packaging will record that the product has 
been distilled, matured and bottled at the distillery 
and the label will be personalised to you but will 
otherwise not carry any other reference to our 
intellectual property. 
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T E R M S  &  CO N D I T I O N S  O F 
C A S K  SA L E  (CO N T I N U E D)

14. As part of the maturation process, natural 
evaporation, and subsequent loss of spirit from 
the cask will occur. A benchmark evaporation rate 
for bourbon barrels of 2% per annum is normally 
allowed for. However, the size of the cask, cask 
location, filling strength and length of maturation 
can all affect this rate of loss. Therefore we give no 
guarantee of the amount of spirit remaining in the 
cask at the end of the maturation period. 

15. You must notify us immediately of any change to 
your address or contact details. In the event that we 
are unable to contact you on the expiry of 10 years 
from the date when the cask is filled, we reserve 
the right to sell the cask and the spirit and to hold 
the proceeds on your behalf after deduction of 
sale costs and any other costs which we may have 
incurred from warehousing the cask for a period 
longer than 10 years. 

16. Cask samples, in addition to the 3 specified in 
condition 7 and the allocated 200ml sample every 
two years under storage, can be purchased, up to a 
maximum of 1 in any particular year. Costs for this 
service can be obtained by contacting the distillery. 
given advance notice, a sample can be taken free of 
charge during a visit by you to the distillery, up to a 
maximum of 1 in any particular year. 
 
 

17. Replacement or additional certificates of cask 
ownership can be obtained for an additional charge. 
Cost for this service can be obtained by contacting 
the distillery. 

18. Your rights under this contract of sale may not be 
transferred or assigned to a third party without our 
consent in writing. This contract of sale is governed 
by Scots Law and you and we agree to and accept 
the exclusive jurisdiction of the Scottish courts in 
respect of any matters arising from it. 

19. Duty is the charge made by HM Customs & Excise  
based on the percentage of pure alcohol. the 
current rate in the UK is £27.66 per litre of pure 
alcohol (valid at 27/10/15). This is £53.46 per case  
of 6 bottles  
 
(70cl) at 46% alc. vol. UK vat is currently 20%. This 
is charged on the purchase price of the whisky as 
adjusted for relevant storage, insurance, bottling 
and duty costs payable by the purchaser. Both duty 
and vat are due after the cask has been bottled and 
the finished goods are removed from the bonded 
warehouse. Taxes are subject to change by the UK 
government. various different rates of duty apply 
throughout the EU and the rest of the world. 

20. If the whisky is exported under bond, duty and VAT 
can be suspended (but not avoided) subject to the 
exporter being registered for both duty and VAT, 
and being registered as a bona fide exporter. Duty 
and VAT would be payable in the country of final 
destination at the rates prevailing in that country 
at that time. It is up to the cask owner to find a 
suitable importer in the destination country and 
to arrange the export but the Isle of Barra whisky 
distillers may be able to assist with this. Please note 
it is the responsibility of the cask purchaser to be 
aware of all regulations prevailing in their country of 
residence regarding the importation of alcohol plus 
any issues regarding labelling.
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ORDER FORM

I would like to purchase the following quantity of first fill ex Bourbon barrels which 
will be filled in 2022 with Isle of Barra Whisky Distillers new spirit. Insert number here 
(maximum of 3 per individual)

Once receipt of your order has been acknowledged by email from Isle of Barra 
Whisky Distillers Ltd and you have been given a reference number, then payment 
will be required to be made direct into our bank account: 

Please ensure your name and reference number are included with your payment.

Upon receiving your cleared payment we will send you a letter specifying the 
allocation number (this will not be the actual cask number when filled) and name 
/text to be inscribed on your cask.

Your payment will be placed in a deposit account by the company and will be  
refunded in the event that your cask can not be filled for any reason.

Once your final payment is received and your cask is filled, you will be sent an 
ownership certificate, specifying the cask number, date of filling, contents  
and alcohol strength.

Please fill out and send this form to  
michael@isleofbarradistillers.com

Name / text to be inscribed on cask/s. 

I hereby certify that I have read and understood the attached Isle of Barra Whisky 
Distillers  Ltd terms and conditions of sale for private casks. (please tick box)

I hereby certify that the Scotch whisky which is ultimately bottled from each 
cask purchased through this order will only be used for my private use and  
will not be traded or sold for profit (please tick box)

Title and name

Address

Email

Phone number

Bank

Account number

Sort Code     

IBAN 
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