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Newly opened

Lively Shanghai-based Spanish 
designer unveils debut store

Theatrical, colourful, playful and 
trendy, the CeliaB brand first 
appeared on our fashion radar in 
2012, when Spanish designer Celia 
Bernardo opened a pop-up store 
at Source on Xinle Lu. The city’s 
enthusiasm for her quirky crochet 
designs grew and after enjoying 
success at DAFF the following year, 
CeliaB opened a ten-day project that 
she described as a ‘pop-up shop, 
installation and art-crochet-cafe’ on 
Huashan Lu in 2013. Working on her 
range from a gorgeous lanehouse 
studio in Jingan, and selling at a 
number of stockists across the 

city, Bernardo has finally given 
her designs a more permanent 
presence in Shanghai with the 
launch of her first branded store.

Nestled in a corner on the 
fourth floor of the Takashimaya 
shopping mall in Gubei, CeliaB’s 
first Shanghai store is everything 
you would expect from the funky 
Spanish designer, winner of the Best 
Designer category at last month’s 
Time Out Best of Shanghai Awards. 
Instantly recognisable for a wall of 
colours and patterns, the compact 
space is kitted out with both winter 
and spring collections, including a 
seriously cool range of ethnic-print 
and crocheted dungarees, cute tea 
and peplum dresses and mesh knee 

length skirts. Bernardo has also 
branched out into an ever-widening 
range of accessories, and next on 
the horizon are home furnishings 
and fabrics. 

It’s not the biggest space in town, 
but no less appealing for that – it’s 
impossible not to be warmed when 
being immersed in a rainbow of 
bright colours, tribal aesthetics and 
stand-out patterns. Have a good 
browse and let yourself get tempted 
by bright laptop covers (450RMB), 
cushions (400RMB) signature 
headbands (180RMB), or colourful 
necklaces from 400RMB. Bernardo, 
outspoken on issues of globalisation 
in the fashion world, enjoys travelling 
the world to collect new ideas, 
fabrics and inspiration, and recent 
journeys to Latin America, West 
Africa and Morocco are evident 
in her designs. Pick up a brightly 
detailed quilted coat for 2,580RMB, 
a dress in African-inspired print for 
1,450RMB, or a jacket in a myriad 
of colours and patterns (3,750RMB) 
that is guaranteed to turn heads 
wherever you go.

The CeliaB addition fits right into 
the quirkier feel of Takashimaya’s 
fourth floor (in fact, just skip the 
lower floors of the mall), and is sure 
to keep injecting fun and wackiness 
into the city’s fashion scene. Look 
out for future openings, new lines 
and fresh collaborations from this 
exciting experimental designer.  
Helen Roxburgh

CeliaB Unit 04-64, Fourth Floor, 
Takashimaya, 1438 Hongqiao Lu, 
near Yili Lu, Changning district (no 
tel). Open 10am-9.30pm daily.  

 Yili Lu. 长宁区虹桥路1438号,  
近伊犁路

Central St Martins graduate opens 
a shop in Shanghai

Beijing-born designer and Central 
St Martins graduate Masha Ma has 
opened her first store in Shanghai, 
with a classy boutique in Jingan’s 
Kerry Centre.  The designer, who 
interned with Alexander McQueen 
and Veronique Branquinho, is now 
based between Shanghai and Paris 

CeliaB

Ma by Ma

Meet the 
designer  
Alison Yeung
Alison Mary Ching Yeung is the 
founder of Mary Ching, a British-
Chinese designer footwear brand 
with some seriously sexy shoe 
collections and lines with monikers 
such as ‘Adulterous Empress’ and 
‘Secret Temptations’

Tell us about the Mary Ching brand.
Mary Ching is a British-Chinese 
brand of footwear that encapsulates 
British eccentricity with accents of 
decadence. The brand represents 
the empowerment of femininity.

Who are some of the Chinese 
designers you admire?
It is a very exciting time for Chinese 
designers, as the international 
press are now taking notice. They, 
just like us, strive to create a fusion 
of Western and traditional designs, 
and often come up with innovative, 
if not controversial, solutions. In my 
opinion, the recently established 
Shanghai Fashion Week is a great 
platform for aspiring design talents 
of China, and I admire their ever-
growing success. The Fashion 
Map of Shanghai, which I was the 
co-founder of, lists many local 
Chinese designers and you’re 
cordially invited to check it out at 
www.shanghai-detour.org.

What do you think of the Shanghai 
design scene?
I believe it’s a baby dragon beginning 
to learn how to roar! It has yet to 
mature but it is very playful and 
offers a lot. 

If you could have a 
genie grant you one 
wish, what would it 
be?
I would wish that Mr 
Dim Sum, my 
pug could talk. 
Although my 
secrets might 
be told!

What 
are you 
planning 
next?
We are 
opening 
a studio 
in London 
with the 
idea of 
expanding 
business in 
Europe and to 
truly be cross-
cultural. HR

Mary Ching 
For a full list of 
products and 
stockists in 
Shanghai, visit 
www.mary-
ching.com.

and is tipped as a rising star of 
China’s fashion scene.

This latest addition to the city’s 
high-end shopping scene combines 
shiny floors and modern spot lighting 
with vintage-style globes, dried 
flowers, and old-fashioned scrolls 
on the wall. It’s a small space, with 
a select range of goods carefully  
displayed on steel rails. This 
store reflects Masha Ma’s style, 

which manages to be both brashly 
industrial but feminine and classic 
at the same time. And just to make 
doubly sure you know which shop 
you’re in, the logo is stamped on 
the floor as you enter the shop, and 
dotted about in a less-than-subtle 
way on a series of jumpers and tops 
emblazoned with ‘School of Ma’ 
and ‘Ma Girl.’ The style is futuristic 
and distinct –  look out for classic 
fitted pencil skirts in clashing 
greens, blues and salmon pink 
pattern at 1,680RMB, alongside 
a range of graffiti-inspired jackets, 
dresses and shirts in blues,greens, 
pinks and oranges. The Scot in 
us particularly loves the range 
of blue and black tartan dresses 
(3,280RMB), and a bright orange 
duffle coat, complete with toggle 
buttons (5,580RMB). HR

Ma by Ma Unit B1-26A, North 
District, Kerry Center, 1515 
Nanjing Xi Lu, near Tongren Lu, 
Jingan district (5292 6568). Open 
10am-10pm daily.  Nanjing Xi Lu. 
静安区南京西路1515号嘉里中心北
区B1-26A铺, 近铜仁路

B cool Celia B, winner of Time Out’s 
Best Designer 2014 award, has 
opened her first Shanghai shop.

School of Ma One of China’s 
rising fashion stars  opens a 
store of contrasts in Shanghai.
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