
Tomato  
Watering Kit

WARNING: Check Local Codes
It is important that you check with your city, county, state, and municipal water 
agencies to learn the local codes and permit requirements for landscape irrigation 
systems. If you are digging, call utility providers to mark utility lines. Call days in 
advance to give the utility companies time to mark their lines on your property.

CAUTION: 
In order to keep your drinking water safe and free of hazards, all faucets must 
be protected against the possibility of water flowing backwards from this 
irrigation system into the potable supply. If your faucet does not have a backflow 
device, such as a vacuum breaker, make sure to install one before attaching 
this drip system. The backflow device must be compliant with all applicable 
plumbing codes. Orbit is not responsible for damage or harm caused by not 
installing and maintaining the appropriate backflow prevention device.

Introduction 
This kit includes everything you will need to water up to ten tomato 
plants from a hose or hose faucet. The materials allow for your choice of 
a variety of configurations, including raised garden beds and other two-
row configurations. This manual will use a two-row garden box installation 
as an example. If you are installing a single row, see the top centerfold 
illustration as an example. Because of similar spacing requirements, 
this kit is ideal for other types of plants, like eggplants and peppers.
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Parts List

¼" x 50' 
DISTRIBUTION 
TUBING 1 ¼" UNIVERSAL 

LOOP STAKE 20

FAUCET 
DRIP FILTER 1

FAUCET x 
¼" DRIP-LOCK 
ADAPTER 1

¼" BARB TEE 25

DRIP EMITTER, 
1 GPH PRESSURE 
COMPENSATING 20

¼" BARB 
COUPLING 

1-OUTLET 
PROGRAMMABLE 
HOSE FAUCET 
TIMER

5

1



Install Time and Tools Needed
In most situations this kit can be installed in about 
an hour. Tools you may want to have: a measuring 
tape, a bucket of hot water, scissors or a tubing 
cutter, and something to mark the locations of your 
tomato plants. Fittings can be attached by hand, and 
we’ll have tips on how to get the best connection.

STEP 1
Choose Your Location
Before beginning, you’ll want to choose a good location for installing this 
kit which will ensure great results with your tomatoes. After selecting 
your species of tomato, make sure to read the planting requirements 
as these will vary depending on the species. This information can be 
found on the seed packaging. If you are planting starter plants, the 
information is usually found on a small tag included with the plants. 
Take special consideration of the following:
· Soil needs
· Spacing
· Sunlight needs
· How tomatoes grow (up not out)

STEP 2
Where is the Water Coming From?
You’ll want to consider where your water source is located as this kit 
is meant to be connected to the end of a hose or hose faucet.
If your water source has high pressure, you will not want to turn your 
faucet all the way on. A better solution for high pressure is the Orbit 25 
psi Pressure Regulator for hose faucet threads (Part Number: 67741).

STEP 3
Plant Spacing
Mark where your plants will be located. From 
your seed, or starter plant information, note the 
recommended spacing, as these plants may get 
quite large and good spacing ensures maximum 
tomato production. Make sure you get good air 
flow, and leave yourself enough room to work 
around the plants. Set plants or seeds apart 
at the recommended distance. Mark this with 
something simple, like a stick. This is going to 
help you know where to place distribution tubing.
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STEP 4
Lay Out the Center Distribution Tubing
Lay out sufficient distribution tubing for the 
length of the tomato garden. Hold this in place 
with the included Loop Stakes. Use a Loop Stake 
and secure the tubing down every couple of feet. 
At first your tubing might want to coil back up, 
but after it’s held in place for a while, especially 
in the heat of the sun, it will stay in position.

STEP 5
Attach the Fittings
At each plant location you will have to cut the 
center line of tubing for a barbed tee. Use a 
cutting tool to cut the tubing. Insert the tee fitting. 
Please note these fittings can sometimes be 
tough to insert. Leaving the distribution tubing 
in the sun for thirty minutes can help soften it. 
If the tubing still gives you trouble, keep a bowl 
of warm water nearby, soaking the tubing for 
ten seconds before inserting the barbed tee. 
Once inserted, the tee will hold in place, even 
under water pressure. Repeat this step for each 
branch of the tubing. At the end of the center 
distribution tube install a tee, aligned to branch 
two directions out from the center line. Placing 
a Loop Stake over each fitting may be helpful.

STEP 6
Branch the Tubing Out To Your Plants
Measure out how much tubing you’ll need for 
each branch, note that some branches might be 
a little longer than others. You’ll want the end of 
the tubing to be at least four inches away from the 
plant. Next, insert a tee at the end of the branch 
and attach two more small branches. End by 
attaching a drip stake emitter to the end of each 
branch. Finally attach the branch to the main 
line. The configuration of this design provides two 
drippers per plant, which will ensure the roots 
get sufficient water on each side. These branches 
allow the drippers to be moved further away as the 
plant grows. Repeat this process for each plant. 







STEP 7
Attach the Tubing to the Faucet Adapter
Now you are ready to attach to the hose or hose 
faucet. This kit is meant to be detached so you 
can use your hose for other needs. Pay close 
attention to the arrow on the filter which shows 
the direction of water flow. Screw the filter onto 
your Hose Faucet Timer or directly onto the hose 
faucet. Now screw the Faucet by ¼ inch Drip-Lock 
Adapter onto the filter’s side outlet. The push fitting 
connection allows for easy attachment and release. 
Finally, push the ¼ inch Distribution Tubing into 
the adapter. To ensure you press the tubing all 
the way into the fitting, you can mark the tubing a 
half inch from the end, then push the tubing firmly 
into the fitting until the marking disappears.
The tubing can now be locked into place by 
rotating the lock symbol on the collar to the 
arrow on the fitting. To release the tubing, 
rotate the collar counter clockwise, aligning 
the unlock symbol on the collar to the arrow, 
push the collar down, and pull out the tubing.
TIP: If you want to leave the Tomato Watering Kit in 
place and still use your hose for other purposes, you 
may want to get a Hose Y like the Orbit Brass Faucet 
Adapter Dual Outlet (part number 58248N) or Pro 
Flo Hose Y with Shut-Offs (part number 56389).

STEP 8
Testing
Now that water is attached, it’s time to test. Turn the water on and observe 
that each dripper is emitting water. Note the water flow is slow and 
small. Each emitter will put out approximately one gallon per hour. 

STEP 9
Planting
After everything is running correctly, you’re now ready to 
plant the tomatoes, either starters or seeds.
If you’re planting tomatoes from starters you may want to include a small 
amount of fertilizer to give them a little boost as they adapt to the new soil. 

STEP 10
Initial Watering
Even if the soil is already moist from earlier testing you may need to add 
more water to make sure the seeds or starters get what they need.



Watering
As for long-term watering, how much is enough? There are a lot of factors that 
go into deciding when and how much to water. As the plants are new, you’ll 
want to be especially attentive to make sure they don’t dry out. You always 
want the soil to be damp, one to two inches down. If you notice it’s dry at those 
depths, that’s a good time to water. You can soak the ground down 5-6 inches 
to encourage root growth, but don’t let water stand in puddles. Seeds need 
air to grow too. As the summer progresses and the heat rises, you may find 
that watering more than once a day is necessary. Test your system for ten 
minutes and see how deep the watering goes. If watering is not deep enough, 
six to eight inches, add more minutes, and continue this process until the 
water depth is at a good level. Soon, you’ll have a good idea of how your soil 
retains moisture, which will tell you how much you need to be watering.
You may have selected a timer with your kit. Visit our 
website at www.orbitonline.com for links to videos on 
how to program the timer you’ve selected. 

Maintenance
Drip components have small emitters to distribute 
water. Keep an eye on the filter and clean it 
periodically to keep the components of a drip 
system from getting plugged up with debris. If 
you notice water is not being evenly distributed 
throughout your system, this is the first thing 
you should check. How often you clean the filter 
is dependent on how dirty your water source is. 
To remove the filter screen, unscrew the end 
filter cap and pull the filter out, it can be cleaned 
by running water through it from the inside and gently brushing it off. Be 
careful not to force debris through the filter from the outside of the screen 
as this will create holes in the screen allowing debris to get through.

Winterizing
We recommend winterizing your system in the fall before freezing 
temperatures strike, as plastic components are vulnerable to 
breaking in the cold. Turn off the water supply for your drip garden. 
Make sure there is no water in pipes and hose faucets. 
Detach the timer, filter, remove the filter screen and clean. Store the timer 
and filter assembly indoors. Drain your tubing lines by letting all of the water 
leak out. Tubing can be stored outdoors, but fittings will crack if water is left 
in them. If you used a garden hose, you will want to drain it. If you attached the 
Tomato Watering Kit to a timer, drain and store the timer indoors as well.
We recommend having a dedicated storage container for all of 
your irrigation parts so that everything you need can be kept 



together in one place. Having the irrigation components stored 
will also help the components stay safe from bug intrusion. Para instrucciones en español, visite: orbitonline.com
Pour obtenir des instructions en français, visitez : orbitonline.com

Try our online support at orbitonline.com/support/
We have many helpful videos such as:
·  How to Perform a Water Pressure Test
·  How to Winterize a Sprinkler System
Videos can be found on orbitonline.com 
and on our YouTube channel.
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OUR CUSTOMER SERVICE REPRESENTATIVES ARE AVAILABLE TO HELP!
For Orbit® customer care, or product support, please visit our website www.orbitonline.com 

or call us at 1-801-299-5555, 1-800-488-6156

STOP
DO NOT RETURN TO STORE


