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for the playful thief ...
Baby Bandit is a whimsical cardigan for the playful thief in all of us. The design was inspired 

by Beatrix Potter’s timeless illustrations, featuring subtle gathers around the collar and cuffs, 

and named for Peter Rabbit, the daring childhood hero who knew how to claim a carrot that 

was rightfully his. With a seamless yoked top-down construction knit mostly in stockinette and 

unique folded hems for the collar and cuffs, this design is meant to be a comfort project, both 

in the making and wearing. The pattern includes 9 sizes, from newborn through age 12, and 7 

video tutorials to walk you through the unique finishing details.

—Jacqueline Cieslak

October 2020
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CONSTRUCTION

The sweater is worked top-down all in one piece. The yoke is worked flat until the sleeves and body are separated. The sleeve stitches are 
put on stitch holders while the rest of the body is worked flat. The sleeves are continued from the held stitches and worked in the round 
without any decreases until the very end, when decreases are worked to create the gathered bishop cuff. Buttonholes are worked as the 
body of the sweater is worked, and the final (optional) finishing is a crochet edging along the button bands.

SIZING

Young people grow at different rates, so it is always better to size based on the chest circumference of your intended recipient than on their 
age. Baby Bandit is designed to fit with 2 to 6 inches (5-15 cm) of positive ease in the chest, so if between sizes, size up!

Sizes (newborn, 6 mo, 12 mo) [2 yr, 4yr , 6yr] {8 yr, 10 yr, 12 yr} by chest circumference in inches/cm:

newborn 6 mo 12 mo 2 yr 4 yr 6 yr 8 yr 10 yr 12 yr
inches 18.25 19.25 20.25 22.25 24 26.25 28 30.25 32
centimeters 45.5 48 51 55.5 60 65.5 70 75.5 80

YARN REQUIREMENTS

This cardigan is designed for a sport weight wool/wool blend. I used Little Skein in the Big Wool’s Harvest Sport (312 yds / 285 
meters / 100 g), a non-superwash domestic Merino & Rambouillet wool blend. This yarn is made with 3 plies and a tight twist, which 
creates a round and bouncy fabric. It is super soft, at 21 microns, with a slight sheen and drape. It holds its shape and does not grow too 
much when blocking (unlike superwash merino wool).

newborn 6 mo 12 mo 2 yr 4 yr 6 yr 8 yr 10 yr 12 yr
Skeins 1 2 2 2 2 3 3 3 3
Yards 310 375 425 500 575 650 725 800 900
Meters 285 345 390 460 525 595 665 730 825

GAUGE, NEEDLES, HOOKS & NOTIONS
Gauge: 22 sts and 32 rows over 4 inches (10 cm) in stockinette after blocking

Recommended needles: US 4 (3.5 mm) 40”/100 cm circular, smaller circular or DPNs for sleeves and cuffs if not using magic loop

Recommended crochet hook: Size E or F (for provisional cast on and optional edging on button band)

Notions: stitch markers, locking stitch markers, darning needle, extra circular needle in any size smaller than main needles (for joining 
folded hems), stitch holders, scrap yarn, 5-8 15mm buttons

BUTTON REQUIREMENTS:

newborn 6 mo 12 mo 2 yr 4 yr 6 yr 8 yr 10 yr 12 yr
Buttons 4 5 5 6 6 7 7 7 8

NOTE: If you are adjusting the length, your button requirements may change.

�ll about baby bandi�



*The chest circumference is figured with fronts overlapped by 6 sts when buttoned.

**The neck circumference is figured by multiplying the expected measurement derived from the cast-on sts by 1.35, because the construction of the collar 
stretches it beyond the pattern gauge.

newborn 6 mo 12 mo 2 yr 4 yr 6 yr 8 yr 10 yr 12 yr

A: Chest circumference at widest point* 18.25 19.25 20.25 22.25 24 26.25 28 30.25 32

B: Bicep circumference at widest point 8 8.25 8.25 8.75 9 9.5 10.25 10.5 11

C: Cuff circumference at smallest point 5 5 5.5 5.75 6.25 6.25 6.5 7 7

D: Body length from underarm to hem 7 7.5 8 8.5 9 9.5 10 10.5 11

E: Arm length from underarm to cuff 7 8.25 9.5 10.75 12 13.25 14.5 15.75 17

F: Yoke depth at center front 4.5 5 5.5 6.25 6.75 7 7.25 7.5 7.75

G: Neck circumference** 14 14.25 14.25 15 15.25 15.5 16.25 17 17

newborn 6 mo 12 mo 2 yr 4 yr 6 yr 8 yr 10 yr 12 yr

A: Chest circumference at widest point* 45.5 48 51 55.5 60 65.5 70 75.5 80

B: Bicep circumference at widest point 20 21 21 22 22.5 23.5 25.5 26.5 27.5

C: Cuff circumference at smallest point 12.5 12.5 13.5 14.5 15.5 15.5 16.5 17.5 17.5

D: Body length from underarm to hem 17.5 19 20 21.5 22.5 24 25 26.5 27.5

E: Arm length from underarm to cuff 17.5 20.5 24 27 30 33 36.5 39.5 42.5

F: Yoke depth at center front 11 12.5 14 15.5 17 17.5 18 19 19.5

G: Neck circumference** 35 35.5 35.5 37.5 38 39 40.5 42.5 42.5

INCHES

CENTIMETERS
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