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WHIRLYGIG
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Quilt designed by Jacquie Gering for Paintbrush Studio FabricsTM with Jacquie’s Favorites,
a collection of Painter’s Palette SolidsTM 

materials

fabrics

REQUIREMENTS

The Whirlygig quilt is a modern variation of a pinwheel quilt. The simple blocks are constructed using freezer 
paper template piecing. The blocks are o�set with sashing to create a quirky whirligig, and the quilt comes together 
quickly with simple row construction. Optional borders add color and drama to this whimsical design. The original 

quilt is shown with mitered borders, but the instructions are for straight borders as shown in Diagram D.

WHIRLYGIG

· Sewing machine and matching thread
· Pencil
· Freezer paper

· Acrylic ruler
· Rotary cutter & self-healing cutting mat

087 Lemon Ice

062 Pale Aqua 138 Gulfstream 110 Marine 061 Wasabi

003 Pencil Yellow

071 Green Sheen100 Aruba

163 Frolic

068 Rosebud

054 Tangerine 057 Burnt Orange

134 Tomato 055 Poppy Red 066 Lipstick079 Raspberry

108 Clementine

073 Sangria

ALL PAINTER’S PALETTE SOLIDSTM COLORS FEATURED IN JACQUIE’S FAVORITES

 ALL JACQUIE’S FAVORITES SOLID COLORS 18 FAT QUARTERS

PAINTER’S PALETTE WHITE SOLID 2 YARDS

BINDING 1/2 YARD

BACKING (18) 10”x18” LEFTOVER FQ PIECES + 2 3/4 YARDS

BATTING 64” x 94” PIECE

OPTIONAL BORDER FABRICS TOP- 079 RASPBERRY- 1/3 YARD
BOTTOM- 062 PALE AQUA- 1/3 YARD
RIGHT- 138 GULFSTREAM- 2/3 YARD
LEFT- 073 SANGRIA- 2/3 YARD



DRAFT AND CREATE TEMPLATES

1.  Cut an 8" square of freezer paper and place it shiny side down.  Tape the square down to keep it flat. Refer to    
     Diagram A for steps 2 – 8.

2.  From the bottom left corner A, measure to the right 3" and mark dot B.
3.  From the bottom left corner A, measure to the right 6" and up 3" and mark dot C.
4.  From the bottom left corner A, measure up 6" and to the right 4" and mark dot D.
5.  Draw lines to connect from B to C, C to D and D to A.  
6.  Extend the AD and BC lines to the edge of the square.
7.  Label the template pieces 1 – 4 as shown in Diagram A.
8.  Draw the grain line arrows on each template as shown.
9.  Cut on the lines to create the four template pieces.
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DIAGRAM A



CUTTING

TIP: Be sure to add ¼" seam allowance on all sides of the templates when cutting.
TIP:  FQ's can be stacked to cut multiple pieces at a time.

from the fat quarters

1

DIAGRAM B

1.  Use Diagram G as a guide for placing the templates on the FQ.  Place the templates shiny side down at the   
     bottom of the short side of the FQ leaving approximately a 10" x 18" rectangle of the FQ to be used for the 
     back of the quilt. Fuse the 1, 2, and 3 pieces to a FQ keeping the arrows aligned with the grain of the fabric.  
     Add ¼ " seam allowance on each side of the templates as you cut.
2.  Cut out the pieces being sure to add ¼ " seam allowance on each side of the template.
3.  Cut a 1, 2, 3 piece from each FQ for a total of (18) 1's, (18) 2's and (18) 3's
4.  Stack each color set of 1, 2, and 3 pieces and set aside.



from the white fabric

from the border fabrics

1.  With the shiny side down, fuse the number 4 piece to the white fabric being sure to leave enough 
    room around the template to add ¼" seam to each side of the template. 

TIP:  Stack the fabric to cut multiple pieces at a time.  

2.  Cut (18) #4 pieces

Cut (11) 3½" width of fabric strips
Subcut into:
    (18) A's - 3½” x 8½”
    (7) B's - 3½” x 33½"
    (2) C1's - 3½ x 42"
    (2) C2's - 3½ x 28"

From 079 Raspberry cut
    D1 – 8½" x 33½" (top)
From 062 Pale Aqua cut
    D2 – 8½" x 33½" (bottom)
From 138 Gulfstream cut
    (2) E1 – 8½" x 43" (right)
From 073 Sangria cut
    (2) F1 – 8½" x 43" (left)

PIECE THE BLOCKS
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Make 18 Whirlygig blocks  Finished size - 8"

TIP:  Press seams open (recommended) or to the dark fabrics. Pin pieces to maintain accurate seam 
    allowances. All seams are sewn with a scant ¼” seam.

DIAGRAM C



DIAGRAM D

1. Gather pieces 1, 2, and 3 of one color set and a white piece 4.  Lay out as shown in Diagram C.
2. Diagram D details the piecing process for the block. Place the bottom of piece one right sides 
    together on the top of piece four.  

     Align as shown so that the sides of piece one and four maintain a straight edge when sewn.  
     Pin and sew using a scant ¼" seam.
3.  Place the long edge of piece two right sides together on the right edge of the one/four section. Again align the 
     top corner matching the ¼" seam line to the edge of the one/four section. It may help to draw a few inches of
     the ¼" seam line to help align the pieces as shown in the circled area. Pin and sew using a scant ¼" seam.
4.  Place the long edge of piece three right sides together on the left edge of the one/two/four section.  Again align 
      the ¼" seam line to the edge of the one/two/four section to maintain a straight side after sewing. Pin and sew 
      using a scant ¼" seam.
5.  Square the block to 8½" if necessary.  Repeat to make 18 blocks.



ASSEMBLE THE QUILT

1.  Gather the 18 completed whirlygig blocks and the (18) white A pieces.  Lay out rows 1 – 6 using Diagram E as a 
     guide for block, sashing and color placement.

054 Tangerine 062 Pale Aqua 110 Marine

134 Tomato 138 Gulfstream 100 Aruba

066 Lipstick 079 Raspberry 057 Burnt Orange

073 Sangria 068 Rosebud 055 Poppy Red

003 Pencil Yellow 071 Green Sheen 163 Frolic

108 Clementine 087 Lemon Ice 061 Wasabi
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2.  Sew the blocks and A pieces together from left to right to create rows 1 – 6.  
3.  Place the rows on the design wall in order from top to bottom 1 to 6.    
4.  Gather the (7) white B and (2) white C pieces.

DIAGRAM E



DIAGRAM F
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5.  Sew B pieces to the top and bottom of row 1 and to the bottom of rows 2 – 6 as shown in Diagram F.
6.  Sew the pieced rows together in order from top to bottom to create the center section of the quilt.
7.  Sew C1 to C2 to make the C piece.  Make two C pieces.
8.  Sew the C pieces to the right and left sides of the center section to complete the top.



ADD THE BORDERS

Block
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DIAGRAM G

1.  Sew D1 to the top and D2 to the bottom of the quilt top.
2.  Sew E1 to E2 to make the right border E.
3.  Sew E to the right side of the quilt top.
4.  Sew F1 to F2 to make the left border F.
5.  Sew F to the left side of the quilt top.



FINISHING

1.  Make a back 5" larger on each side than the finished quilt top. (minimum size 65 ½” x 95 ½”)
2.  Gather the leftover 10" x 18" rectangles from the 18 FQ's.  
3.  Sew (6) leftover rectangles along the 10" sides to form a column.  Repeat and make three 
    columns.  Sew the three columns together as shown in Diagram H.

4.  Sew two G pieces and one H piece into a column as shown.  Repeat and make a second column.  Sew GGH 
     column onto the left and right side of the center panel to complete the quilt back.  The center panel will be longer 
      than necessary. Trim the top and bottom edges even with the side panels.
5.  Make a quilt sandwich with the back, batting and quilt top using your favorite basting method. Quilt as desired.
6.  Cut (7) 2 ¼" width of fabric strips from the binding fabric.
7.  Sew the 7 strips together on the bias to create approximately 300" of continuous binding.
8.  Press the strip lengthwise wrong sides together.
9.  Sew the binding to the front of the quilt top using a ¼" seam.
10.  Hand sew the binding to the back to finish the quilt.

DIAGRAM H
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