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At Kellyville Pets, we encourage responsible pet ownership.

WE LOVE PETS

HOW TO: 
SOAKING SEED

Soaked seed is an ideal supplement to 
introduce to any caged birds diet, and with 
this brochure we’ll teach you how to do it.

Learn more  
from the team  

at Kellyville Pets

PARROT PRESCHOOL
As a part of our goal to provide the right pet for the 
right people, Kellyville Pets runs Parrot Preschool, 
which will enable you to care, communicate with, 
train and enjoy your pet bird forever.

Pick up our Parrot Preschool brochure to read more, 
talk to one of our staff in-store, call us on 9629 3282 
or go to http://kellyvillepets.eventbrite.com for more 
information and/or to register for the class.
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Check out our educational YouTube 
videos by simply scanning the QR 
code on your smart phone or tablet.



A HOW TO GUIDE 
FOR SOAKING SEED

Watch The Video!
Scan the QR code to watch the tutorial 
video on YouTube.

For many years aviculturalists have valued soaked 
seeds as a breeding aid for all birds from finches 
to large parrots. Today, effective use of soaked 
seeds can also assist a birdkeeper in encouraging 
a hand raised bird to enjoy a more varied and 
healthier diet.

Why soaked seed?

Soaking seed softens and expands the grain 
giving the seed a higher nutritional yield while 
making it more palatable and digestable.

Once soaked, the seed can be mixed with good 
quality, formulated parrot pellets, such as Vetafarm 
Complete Naturals. By mixing the foods together 

you effectively create a bowl of soft, superfood for your 
parrot that even the pickiest of birds will enjoy.

Selecting your seed.

Generally speaking, the ‘starch’ seeds perform the 
best when soaked. These include millet, canary, oats, 
wheat and milo seeds which are found in most good 
quality budgie or finch mixes such as those produced by 
AviGrain.

When purchasing seed, it is good practice to avoid 
buying seed from vendors who store their grain in large, 
open and exposed tubs.  
Seed kept in this manner is often unclean and is also 
exposed to insect and rodent infestation. Thus, seed 
sealed in bags is best. Seed should appear bright and 
shiny. Dull or ‘dusty’ seed is to be avoided.

How to soak seed.

The items you will need to soak seed include a glass 
or stainless steel bowl, sterilised water (boiled and 
then allowed to cool), a strainer and a bird safe water 
cleanser (in our experience Aviclens by Vetafarm is best).

1. Add seed and sterilised water to your bowl in a ratio 
of 1:3.

2. Add Aviclens to the bowl in a ratio of 1:1000 and store 
in a moderate to warm place for 12-24 hours.

3. Strain seed and rinse with water until the water runs 
clear. Be sure to smell the seed. It should smell clean 
and sweet. If the seed smells unpleasant, dispose of it 
and restart, this time soaking for a shorter period of time.

4. Add pellets to the rinsed seed mix in a ratio of 1:3. Mix 
thoroughly until seed has attached to pellets.

5. At this point, any extras can be added such as finely 
chopped fruit and vegetables, egg and biscuit formula or 
Vetafarm’s D Nuticol powder if more calcium is desired.

Storage

Soaked seed should not be left in a birds cage for longer 

than 12 hours as it can spoil, especially on hot days. 
Soaked seed can be kept refrigerated in an airtight 
container for as long as 7 days.

Summary

Soaked seed is an ideal supplement to introduce to any 
caged birds diet.

It will effectively support your breeding birds and aid 
in introducing a healthy variety to your hand raised 
companion birds.


