
Talk about it
• What kind of birthday 

parties have you 
been to? How were 
they the same, and how 
were they different?

• Why is it good to plan 
things like parties?  
What would happen if 
you didn’t plan them?

• What do you think 
makes a fun birthday 
party?

Stage 7.2:  
Birthday Fun

Read this page to children (it is not decodable). Use the questions and prompts 
to talk and write about the topic. Read more: it is important to read a range 
of other books to children to build their vocabulary and comprehension 
skills. What other books could you read to children about birthdays? 
How are they similar or different to this book?

More about birthdays

Some experts say that birthday parties with cake started 
in Germany over 200 years ago. Check out this 
birthday party from over 180 years ago – is it 
like any birthday parties you have been to?

Piñatas (pin-yar-tuhs) are a 
Mexican party tradition. In the 
past, they were all star-shaped 
with 7 points, but now you can 
get animals, cartoon characters 
and more. Today the container 
for the lollies is made of papier-mâché. 
In the past it was a clay pot. 
What a smashing idea!

The song ‘Happy Birthday 
to You’ is over 100 years 
old. Some say it’s the 
most famous song in the 
English language!

Write about it
Children can draw a 

picture of themselves at 
a birthday party they would 
like to have. They can write 
a caption or sentence about 

the party, for example 
what food and games they 

would have.

Extension: 
Children could 

write a ‘to do list’ 
for their party too, 

using page 8 as 
a guide.

Did you 
know?

age 1
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In some parts of Asia, a baby is considered 
to be age 1 when they are born, not 0. 
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bigger expert shirt

birth Fern skirt

birthday first slurp

burger perfect soccer

burst perhaps squirt

butter Saturday swirls

clever September Thursday

confirm Serpent turn

curly serve twirl

Speed words
Stage 7.2: Birthday Fun



Read, write and draw  
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No matter how your birthday party turns out, 
you will remember the fun forever!
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