
Talk about it
• Sometimes things that are not naturally buoyant can be 

made to float. Can you think of ways to do this? (wrap in 
plastic bubble wrap, change the shape, make a boat).  

• What sort of materials could be good for building boats? 
(materials like corks, sticks, foil, plastic bottles, 
cardboard, modelling clay, paper and straw). 

• How could you test your ideas?

Stage 7.1:  
What Floats That Boat?

Read this page to children (it is not decodable). Use the questions and prompts 
to talk and write about the topic. Read more: it is important to read a range 
of other books to children to build their vocabulary and comprehension skills. 
What other books could you read to children about floating (fiction or nonfiction)? 
Or perhaps you might read some more science texts to children 
and compare them with this book.

More about floating

Objects that float are buoyant. 

That means the water is pushing 
up against them, stopping them 
from sinking. 

Some things are large but not very dense, which means they float despite 
their size. A basketball is large but is full of air, which is less dense than 
water. A marble is small, but it is made of glass, which is denser than water. 
A basketball will float while a marble will sink. 

Sea otters have thick 
fur that resists water 
and traps air, making 
them very buoyant. They 
spend most of their time 
floating on their backs, 
eating shellfish, cleaning 
themselves and resting.

Make the most of buoyancy 
at floating adventure parks!

Trampolines, giant slides and 
climbing walls are all filled 
with air making for lots of 
buoyant, bouncy fun!

For some of us, learning to float can 
be tricky. But in the Red Sea it’s easy! 
That’s because the Red Sea is extremely 
salty. That makes the water denser, giving it 
more power to hold you up and make you 
a buoyancy champ!

Objects which are too dense for 
the water to support them are 
not buoyant and so, they sink.

Write about it
Children can design their 
own floating adventure 

park. What would it look like? 
What would make it float? 

How would people get about? 
They can draw their ideas 
and write a description of 

their park.

Did you 
know?
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boasts foam raincoat

boat groans roam

coast Joan soaking

float load soap

Speed words
Stage 7.1: What Floats That Boat?



Read, write and draw  
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Joan roams about looking for objects  
that might float ... or not.
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