
Talk about it
• What kinds of art can 

you see on a road trip 
that you can’t see in 
a gallery or museum?

• The book shows different 
kinds of art, such as silo 
art and rock art. What 
other kinds of art have 
you seen or read about?

• What kind of art have 
you made at school or 
home? What materials 
was it made with? 
How and where was it 
displayed?

More about art on the road

Stage 7.2:  
My Art Road Trip

Read this page to children (it is not decodable). Use the questions and prompts 
to talk and write about the topic. Read more: it is important to read a range 
of other books to children to build their vocabulary and comprehension 
skills. What other books could you read to children about art on the road? 
Or perhaps you might read some recounts of road trips to 
children and compare them with this book.

This farm art is called silo art because it is painted onto tall structures called 
silos. Silos are usually used to store grain on farms. 

The first silo art in Australia was created in 2015 and, since then, silo art trails 
have popped up all over the place! They encourage people to visit regional 
towns. So now silos can be useful and beautiful! 

This cheeky animal sculpture is called a Uoo-Uoo (pronounced 
‘you you’) and is one of many Uoo-Uoos. The shape of the animal 
was created by artist Alexander Knox and each figure was painted 
by a different artist. A Uoo-Uoo is an imaginary animal that looks like 
cross between a wombat and a dugong.

The Grampians National Park 
(Gariwerd) has over 200 rock 
art sites. Some are over 
20 000 years old. Most 
sites are under rock 
overhangs that 
provide shelter or 
clear views of the 
surrounding area.

Write about it
Children can copy the shape 
of a Uoo-Uoo from the book 

and decorate it. They can 
then write a caption or 

short sentence about the 
decoration, which could 
include the reason they 

chose it.

Did you 
know?
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Talk about it
• What are two different sports have you seen? 

How are they similar? How are they different?
• In one of the sports you have seen, what skills does 

a player need? How and where do you learn the sport?
• Have you played a team sport before? What are the 

good things about playing in a team?

Stage 7.2:  
All Sorts of Sports

Read this page to children (it is not decodable). Use the questions and prompts 
to talk and write about the topic. Read more: it is important to read a range 
of other books to children to build their vocabulary and comprehension skills. 
What other books could you read to children about sports? Or perhaps you 
might read some more information  texts to children and 
compare them with this book.

More about unusual sports

Catching the ball 
in horseball is 
tricky. Picking it up 
from the ground 
is even harder, as 
you can’t get off 
your horse! Luckily 
a horseball has 
leather handles 
around it to help 
players grab it.

Some sports, like parkour, 
were invented recently, 
while others go way back. 
The lawn sport of croquet 
comes from a game that 
was played in France 
over 700 years ago!

You’ve probably 
heard of horse 
racing – but what 
about camel 
racing? There are 
events held every year 
in the Northern Territory 
of Australia. You won’t see any 
grass on the race track – just red dust!

Blitz chess (also 
known as speed 
chess) is chess with 
faster time limits than 
a normal game of 
chess. Unlike speed 
golf, you don’t need 
running shoes to play!

Write about it
Children can draw a picture 
of themselves playing their 
favourite sport, and write 

a caption or sentence about 
the sport. For example, 

they could write about the 
numbers of players needed, 

how to play, how to score, 
or a top tip.

Did you 
know?
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Talk about it
• What kind of birthday 

parties have you 
been to? How were 
they the same, and how 
were they different?

• Why is it good to plan 
things like parties?  
What would happen if 
you didn’t plan them?

• What do you think 
makes a fun birthday 
party?

Stage 7.2:  
Birthday Fun

Read this page to children (it is not decodable). Use the questions and prompts 
to talk and write about the topic. Read more: it is important to read a range 
of other books to children to build their vocabulary and comprehension 
skills. What other books could you read to children about birthdays? 
How are they similar or different to this book?

More about birthdays

Some experts say that birthday parties with cake started 
in Germany over 200 years ago. Check out this 
birthday party from over 180 years ago – is it 
like any birthday parties you have been to?

Piñatas (pin-yar-tuhs) are a 
Mexican party tradition. In the 
past, they were all star-shaped 
with 7 points, but now you can 
get animals, cartoon characters 
and more. Today the container 
for the lollies is made of papier-mâché. 
In the past it was a clay pot. 
What a smashing idea!

The song ‘Happy Birthday 
to You’ is over 100 years 
old. Some say it’s the 
most famous song in the 
English language!

Write about it
Children can draw a 

picture of themselves at 
a birthday party they would 
like to have. They can write 
a caption or sentence about 

the party, for example 
what food and games they 

would have.

Extension: 
Children could 

write a ‘to do list’ 
for their party too, 

using page 8 as 
a guide.

Did you 
know?

age 1
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Talk about it
• Encourage children to list as many forms 

of transport as they can think of. Use 
the letters of the alphabet as prompts. 
For example, A for ambulance, airplane; 
B for barge, bike, bobsled  …

• What would ideal transport to school be 
like? Why?

Stage 7.2: From Here to 
There by Land, Water, Air

Read this page to children (it is not decodable). Use the questions and prompts 
to talk and write about the topic. Read more: it is important to read a range 
of other books to children to build their vocabulary and comprehension skills. 
What other books could you read to children about transport? Or perhaps you 
might read some more complex information texts to children and 
compare them with this book.

More about transport

In the Philippines, 
jeepneys are a 
colourful way to 
travel! Jeepneys 
are buses that 
are often covered 
in bright artwork.

Every day in Wuppertal, Germany, over 85  000 
passengers travel on this amazing hanging 
railway! Connected from above to just 
a single track, the monorail is like a train track 
in the sky. What a ride!  

In Portugal, you can 
hop on a wicker 
toboggan and let 
your ‘Carreiros’ 
(drivers) take you 

for an exciting 
2-kilometre spin 

down a steep and 
winding road!

In Vietnam, people use round boats 
called thung chai or basket boats. 

The boats are woven from bamboo 
and coated in a waterproof material 

made of cow dung and 
coconut resin! 

Try to row a thung 
chai and you’ll 
just go round 
in circles! The 
secret is to gently 
make figures of 8 

in the water with 
your paddle.

Write about it
Children can imagine 

their own way of getting 
from here to there. 

They can draw it, label 
its parts, and write 

about how it works and 
where it will go!

Did you 
know?
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Talk about it
• What is your favourite part of a garden? Is it the 

beautiful plants and flowers, the birds and butterflies, 
the winding paths leading you through the trees or 
something else?

• What might you like to do in a garden? Collect lots of 
different leaves? Smell the flowers? Listen to the birds? 
Flop on the grass?

Stage 7.2: 
Garden Explorers

Read this page to children (it is not decodable). Use the questions and prompts 
to talk and write about the topic. Read more: it is important to read a range 
of other books to children to build their vocabulary and comprehension skills. 
What other books (fiction and nonfiction) could you read to children 
about gardens? Compare them with this book – how are they 
similar, how are they different?

More about gardens

While most humans are right-handed, most cockatoos 
are left-footed! Cockatoos are noisy birds and they like 
to dance! These birds can bop to the beat! Try singing: 
‘Dance cockie, dance cockie’ next time you see one, and 
watch what happens!

The common name for the 
plant with the soft furry 
leaves shaped like lambs’ 
ears is - you guessed it - 
Lamb’s ear! It comes from 
Turkey, belongs to the 
mint family and 
has been used 
in place of 
toilet paper! 

How many leaves are there in the world? It’s 
estimated to be more than a trillion! Leaves are so 
important! They collect sunlight for a plant to make 
its food, breathe in the air and keep the plant cool. 

Many leaves have tricks, like prickles or unpleasant 
tastes, to deter animals from eating them.

Write about it
Children can plan and 

draw their perfect garden. 
They can write about all 

the things they would like 
to grow in their garden 

and the animals that might 
be found there.

Did you 
know?
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