
Talk about it
Ask children to imagine what a fish 

scientist’s day might look like. Where would 
they go? What would they wear? 

What special tools might they need?

Stage 6: Fantastic Fish

Read this page to children (it is not decodable). Use the questions and prompts 
to talk and write about the topic. While children are learning to read with 
decodable books, it is important to read other books to them in order to build 
their vocabulary and comprehension skills. What other books 
could you read to children about fish?

More about fish

There are more than 30 000 types of fish. They come in all 
different colours, shapes and sizes.

The biggest fish is the whale shark.

The smallest fish is the dwarf pygmy goby. 
They grow to about 1  cm in length.

Fish can hear! They talk to 
each other by sending out 
vibrating signals. They signal 
to look for a mate, warn of 
danger or to ask for directions!

Scientists who study the creatures of the ocean 
are called marine biologists. Scientists who 
investigate life in fresh water are called 
aquatic biologists. Marine means 
ocean and aquatic means water.

Parrotfish chomp on coral because 
it contains algae – a plant that is 
yummy for them. The coral is then 
pooped out as sand! Most of the 
white sand on beaches comes from 
the poop of the parrotfish!

Seahorses are also fish! 
And like most fish, they 
lay eggs. But it is the 
father seahorse that 
looks after them and 
helps them to hatch.

Write about it
Children can make a poster 

of their favourite fish. They can 
write its name, where it lives, 
what it does and any special 

‘tricks’ it might have.
They might like to have the fish 

do the talking, for example, 
My name is … I live in … 

I can …

Did you 
know?

1  cm
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Talk about it
Ask children to talk about if 
they have ever felt worried 

about something. How did being 
worried make their body feel? 

What were some things that they 
did to help manage their worries?

Stage 6: Chill Out

Read this page to children (it is not decodable). Use the questions and prompts 
to talk and write about the topic. While children are learning to read with 
decodable books, it is important to read other books to them in order to build 
their vocabulary and comprehension skills. What other books 
could you read to children about stress and chilling out?

Stress what you feel when you 
are worried about something. 
Some examples of things that 
might cause stress are:
• if a family member, friend or 

pet is sick
• if you are having problems at school
• big changes like moving to a new 

neighbourhood.
Although the worrying is 
going on in your brain, 
stress can make your body 
react. Some possible signs 
of stress are:
• headaches
• stomach aches 

or ‘butterflies’ in 
your stomach

• having trouble sleeping
• finding it hard to 

concentrate.
The good news is, there are 
lots of ways to deal with 
stress.

Exercise can make 
you happier! Physical 
activity causes 
your body to make 
chemicals called 
endorphins that 
boost your mood. 
Doctors recommend 
children get at least 
one hour of exercise 
every day!

Writing down 
something you 
are grateful 
for or feel 
proud of every 
day can help 
you to feel less 
stressed. 

More about stress 
and chilling out

Write about it
Children can draw a 

‘Zen den’ they’d like to spend 
time in, filled with things that 
would make them feel calm 
and happy. They can write 

a short sentence, caption or 
a single word from the book 

depending on their skills 
and confidence.

Did you 
know?
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Talk about it
Ask children to talk 

about what they 
have learnt about 

sloths and what else 
would they like to 

find out. How could 
they find out more?

Stage 6: Sloths

Read this page to children (it is not decodable). Use the questions and prompts 
to talk and write about the topic. While children are learning to read with 
decodable books, it is important to read other books to them in order to build 
their vocabulary and comprehension skills. What other books 
could you read to children about sloths?

More about sloths

Some species of sloths have 
two toes on their front feet 
and some have three. 

Sloths have long claws, which makes walking hard. Just as well 
they live in trees!

Just because sloths look as 
though they are smiling, 
it does not mean they are 
happy. They just don’t have 
muscles in their face that can 
change their expressions.

Sloths are three times stronger 
than humans! They have 
specially formed muscles 
that mean they can lift their 
whole body with just one arm. 
Or hang upside down a lot!

Three-toed sloths have eight or 
nine bones in their necks (humans 
have seven). This means they 
can turn their heads a long way 
around.

Write about it
Children can write their 

favourite sloth facts from 
the book. They can write a 

short sentence, caption or a 
single word from the book 

depending on their skills and 
confidence. All children should 

illustrate their facts.

Did you 
know?

two toes
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Talk about it
• There are lots of reasons for having bells in our 

lives. How many can you think of? 
• What do you think would happen if there were 

no bells in the world? 
• What might people use instead of bells?

Stage 6: Ring That Bell

Read this page to children (it is not decodable). Use the questions and prompts 
to talk and write about the topic. While children are learning to read with 
decodable books, it is important to read other books to them in order to build 
their vocabulary and comprehension skills. What other books 
could you read to children about bells?

Many parts of a bell are 
named after body parts.

More about bells

The King’s bell is in Russia. It is 
almost three hundred years 
old and has never rung! The 
bell-makers had just finished 
it when a fire broke out and it 
was cracked beyond repair.

The game of goalball is a sport 
for people who are blind or 
have very low vision. The 
players cannot see the ball, but 
they can hear it because there 
is a bell inside! Players roll the 
ball to get it into the goal.

‘Clear as a bell’ is a very old 
saying, first used nearly 400 
years ago. Bells have very 
clear, perfect sounds. It means 
that you really understand what 
someone is telling you. If you 
don’t understand, then say, ‘clear 
as mud!’

You can make your own jingle bell 
instrument by tying some jingle bells 
onto a stick. Start jingling!

Write about it
Children can draw 

a picture of themselves 
ringing their favourite bell 

and write a caption or 
sentence about what they 

are doing and why.

Did you 
know?

Is that clear? Yes, clear 
as a bell!
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Talk about it
• Have you noticed 

the birds in your 
neighbourhood? 
Where can you look 
for them?

• Are some of them 
difficult to spot? 

• Are they using the 
trick of camouflage 
(blending in with 
their surroundings) 
to hide?

• What are some of the 
calls you can hear? 

Stage 6:  
The Tricks of the Forest

Read this page to children (it is not decodable). Use the questions and prompts 
to talk and write about the topic. While children are learning to read with 
decodable books, it is important to read other books to them in order to build 
their vocabulary and comprehension skills. What other books 
could you read to children about forests?

The tree with the trunk like an elephant’s 
leg is the bunya tree. These trees have 
been around for millions of years!

Their leaves are extremely prickly, 
perhaps as a trick from long ago to keep 
the dinosaurs away! 

More about forests

Beware! In summer, if there is a bunya tree 
growing in a forest or park near you, keep 
away! They can produce enormous cones 
as large as soccer balls. The cones can 
drop from the tree without warning!

For some birds, the bunya tree is the place 
to be. Corellas love to crack open the nuts 
and feast on the seeds!

The bunya tree is not the place 
for whipbirds! They prefer to eat 
small insects and worms in the 
forest. Their nests of sticks, bark 
and grass are shaped like cups 
and placed near the ground.

Write about it
Encourage children to sit 

for a while in a garden, park or 
school playground. They can 

list or draw the plants and 
birds they saw. They may like 

to use this list to draw a picture 
and write a story about 

what they saw. 

Did you 
know?
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