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Dear Parents

We are excited to be helping your little one with our fun, engaging and evidence-based 
literacy program this year.

What can you expect?
We teach with Little Learners Love Literacy® – a structured and explicit program with 
engaging multisensory activities. It is carefully sequenced in seven stages to teach children 
the 44 sounds of the English language and the principles of the alphabetic code (that each 
speech sound can be represented by different groups of letters, such as the sound /ī/ as in  
I, sky, pie, ice, cycle, and that a letter (or group of letters) can represent different sounds,  
such as the letter ‘y’ in yes, gym, funny, sky. 

Little Learners Love Literacy® Seven Stages
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Did you know that learning the alphabetic code gives children the knowledge 
to read and spell 84% of ALL words? (Hanna, Hanna, Hodges, and Rudorf, 1966)

We start with teaching the simple code in Stages 1–4. We will focus on phonics and phonemic 
awareness to build the strongest foundations for reading and spelling success. We will also 
focus on building vocabulary and oral language skills to develop equally strong foundations 
for comprehension and writing.

Meet Milo and friends
In the first few weeks of term, we will be learning our Stage 1 
letters and sounds. We will be enjoying the Milo’s Birthday 
Surprise storybook, meeting a new character and sound 
regularly. We will also learn to blend sounds to say words 
with the Ally alligator puppet and segment them for spelling, 
as well as learning handwriting.

Decodable books
Once we finish teaching Stage 1 at the end of Term 1, we 
will start to send home Pip and Tim decodable books. 
These are our secret to success – our ‘no tricks’ books. Each 
story practises the sounds and letters that we have taught, 
so children will be able to read the books themselves by 
sounding out and blending (and no guessing!). 
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Ally the alligator
Today in Little Learners Love Literacy® we met Ally the 
alligator and linked her name to the vowel sound / a /. What 
a shame she was too busy on her adventure to talk to Milo 
on his mobile. Milo must be feeling quite sad that no one is 
coming to his birthday. 
Ask your child:
• What is Ally taking to the surprise party? (apples and an atlas)

• Do you have an atlas at home? Can you find Africa?
• What adventures have we had as a family?We used Ally the alligator puppet for our phonemic awareness activities. Ally will continue to be an 

important part of our sessions. Ally only talks in ‘sounds’ – we call this ‘Ally talk’. This helps your 

child understand that words are made up of sounds. Vowel sounds are the most important sounds and yet the most difficult sounds to learn. For this 

reason, we pace the introduction and in every session we practise saying all known sounds in two 

different ways. First we do a chitter chatter chant with Milo’s Alphabet Games flashcards. We show 

the character side of the card (children chant the character name). Then we turn the card over to 

show the letter while children chant the sound. This is followed by speed sounds, where we show 

the letter and children respond with the sound. We practise doing this quicker and quicker. 

Today we made an apple biscuit. It was simple and fun. Children love these cooking activities and 

their fine motor skills really improve with lots of tactile activities. 
Your Little Learner teacher
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How can you support your child at home?
Reading to your child
Read many books to your child and talk about what you just 
read. This is crucial for vocabulary and linguistic comprehension. 
Choosing a quiet time, such as bedtime, can help build an easy 
and fun reading routine.

Play with sounds
Read the Little Learners letter that we will send home each 
week. Ask your child the questions that are included with 
the letter. This will support the development of phonemic 
awareness (helping in the ability to identify, blend, 
segment and manipulate speech sounds within words).

Say the sounds
Say the ‘pure’ sounds without an ‘uh’ sound on 
the end; for example, ‘lllll’ rather than ‘luh’. You 
can listen to the sounds on the Little Learners 
Love Literacy® YouTube channel.

Practise decoding
When our decodable storybooks start to come home later 
in the term, encourage your child to sound out to read 
unknown words. Remember that this is the beginning of 
your child’s learning to read journey and, just as when 
they were learning to walk, your child will need support to 
build confidence reading. 

If you would like to find out more about the program, you can visit the website 
littlelearnersloveliteracy.com.au, or ask your child’s teacher.

Kind regards

Teaching ALL children to read, write and spell with confidence.


