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Nonfiction features are gradually introduced as children progress
through the stages of the series. The content, word count and text
complexity also develop.

This Little Learners Love Literacy® series dives into
a BIG WORLD of nonfiction topics and fascinating facts!

Speech bubbles
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Stage
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Plus
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Little Learners Love Literacy®

decodable nonfiction books
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D AEND GEER
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Phonemes
/ear/, /ure/, /zh/

Alternative graphemes
for short vowels and
/sh/, /j/, ler/, lee/

Suffixes
-ed -ure -ous -ion
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Check out
the QR copEg
in the back of
the book for

extra activities,
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Little Learners Big World

How to enjoy this book . " € additional resources

Aiden’s Clay Lesson

Read this page to children (it is not decodable). Use the questions and prompts
to talk and write about the topic. Read more: it is important to read a range

of other books fo children fo build their vocabulary and comprehension skills.
What other books could you read to children about clay and pottery? Or perhaps
you might read some more complex procedural fexs fo children

and compare them with this book.

Dld you

krow?

This Roman olive oil lamp made from clay is nearly
2000 years old. The wick would have burned in the

hole in the big toe!

°

Every Little Learners, Big World ) 2
decodable book includes X
! Did you Did you know that

snails have teeth and

notes and activities
Speed words SO
? :
W know? goats climb trees?

Clay objects need fo be fully dry before

. . ;
to refer to before How to enjoy this book L
x
.
and after readi ng. S SR YR S ©
give children confidence and success. Encourage children fo use their Stages 1-5 Q
e e L L L ant grab lift C firing. Otherwis, they may explode!
T 0 This is because water expands info
should be broken into three syllables: fan-fas-fic. G
( steam when heated and needs to
e . Speed sounds . . b escape. Air bubbles in your clay can
They include: M Ss Ff Ae Pp T Cc I Bb A Ne Qo D4 Gy L Vv best grins plum Did you also know that there is C trop e, You con knead t o remavs
/2 Wet clay is soft and 9ing
Yy Rr Ee Qu qu Zz Jj Uu Kk Xx Ww Il ss ff ck c QR code in ‘I'he chk of eoch o Squ\shnyrycluwshurd
. . ennaparney BT Y £ s o
° speed soundS: PrG ctise SGyl ng Heart words black hand pond s s o Snnuk:srz\na?/esrveng;::nger Clay soi called adobe has
. M @ @ @ @ @ @ @ @ Little L B 9 World [ ndwarrprast besn used fo make brcks
the sounds before reading the @ ittle Learners, Big Wor ¢ nhodypeemin
. . . Vocabulary check: Discuss these words either before or after reading the book. ﬁ t' b k? o are shaped then dried in
bOO k C h i | d ren wi | | a p p | y ~|-h is :f:;:;i:::i:r:::;k pages thatyou can colleet and kesp things in cracks hunt snap NONTICTION POOK? z e sk:r;.pA;i;b(eobon‘ui\:‘imgs
{ sizzling temperatures.
spots - sees. = I ol
knOW|edge' What word means sees? (spots) Can you find the same word somewhere else in cricket jumps spots Th|S IeOdS TO an Odd Ihono' pOge Of C
the book? What does it mean there? (On page 3, spofs means places.) | 1’ d f f ‘I’ 1’ k h 3 I d i I = ; Talk about it
Questi to talk about: The ti by d afte ding to di (
o Heart words: New heart words to oo rtrenco ok oo e v 5% - , Sl St STICLEN S (e dInng °
« Who s inspecting insects in this book? act ands stands 4 Yo
Tt betere rmadine e bealk [ Howmanyiocs Sovsanineetow? f about the topic to the next level. to access YOUr  [NuETI.
p g . + What helps a cricket do big jumps? free dowl\‘ocd. Yo heﬁ"zdk[Te\fctr\c:v?:s
o Uizodsindikicafrmiy - - - 4 = Fard Thists ScT:dehnnegr.ﬂ @iltomeEmemio
s . W mach ity o erosin? o seeting bout A discussion prompt is followed by 5 Rinissoumd 3 mer o prododus o making
(] Vocobu'ory check. Ch | | d —fr| e nd Iy Speed words: Read these single decodable words as quickly as possible 1~ hotter than your oven! a pinch pot. For each
for even more reading practice! a erhng TOSk relOTed 1,0 The fOpiC cmd hs'ep,'heycanwri'ea
.ty . short sentence or caption
definitions of words used in the " 5 R
text type.
Y/

book and an example question.
o Speed words: These words contfain the focus Vi van oled dewnioad:
speaking and listening

e Questions to talk about:
Comprehension questions to phoneme-grapheme correspondence of the book
check for understanding after and can be used in a number of ways before writing
reading the book. and after reading the book to build fluency. Read, In this activity sheet, children apply their .
write and  knowledge to read (decode), write \
draw (encode and practise handwriting) and \ “
draw (fo demonstrate comprehension).
|| they disploy vast bl of o
The speed words page is a list of = T
Talk about it fv'jj,ji' words framihe Book that include the -/ | P S
focus phonemes and graphemes. L
bollard farms start

car

Spark a short conversation Talk about it
Use this resource to build single word |
reading fluency. \\

after reading the book.
compost general rubbish recycling

Mo

More support for using e S “

As well as asking children to summarise
decodable nonfiction

and recount facts from the book, this page
includes additional vocabulary and facts to

explore, and a question fo spark curiosity.
Videos and webinars Book checklist W & E'gokLu,
forhomereading = “CllZ Lgﬂvefk!"St

Talking about the content after reading has lots

Of beneflfs, InC|UdIng. Australian rubbish trucks have two
o1 go Q steering wheels! The driver sits in the
o bLllldlﬂg VOCObulOrY by USIng WOFdS from seat closest to the kerb when picking
B up the bins with the truck’s robot arm. | The Cot
the book and learning related vocabulary . [l 00 |
. . | My ap ©9 |
through discussion. 7 | W 00 ;
— e . | My Cap, ©e |
- * Q y | The Bot Lapy ©e “
o decoding practice - children can re-read ﬂp_ | oo |
. . \ | nihein fore) |
sections of the book to answer questions. E‘f_. . 00 “
| MyBag ©®e [
. . . . , | = 00 |
o deepening comprehension - the ‘Be curious Be curious . - J
[ Atthe Vet ce “‘
| Inthe Net OO |
| e o0 |
‘ B e |
| s ete) |
[ ee [

Cub, Pup and Kig

questions ask children to relate the content

of the book to personal experiences,
compare and contrast and to think
16

creatively.
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Small group reading notes

Phonics warm-up

A set of teacher notes are available for every
book in the Little Learners, Big World series.

These notes provide guidance and activities

for before, during and after reading when
using the book with a group of 4-6 children.

Example vocabulary, word reading, fluency

and comprehension prompts are provided next
to each spread of the book for quick reference.

A number of linked after-reading activity ideas are
provided for such as word building, word detective,
word sorts and quick write dictations.

activities

Some ideas for discussion

Word reading
1and the are speciol words we falked
‘about at the star of the session that need
fo be learnt by heart. | mokes one sound -
/17 Itis always  capital letter Let's say
it ogether. The heart word the has fwo.
sounds - /th/uh/, the. Let's say it together.

Comprehension
Who s the caf?

Why are there wo photos on the page? Are
they both cats? (yes, a lion and o pet ca)

Comprehension
How are the two cats similar? (Both the.
white figer and fhe ca have sfripey fur)
Why is the big caf outside and the litle
catinside?

Vocabulary
What does sip mear? (fo drink @ small
mouthful) Can you use it in a sentence of
your own?

Comprehension
What's different about the two cats
sipping? (The domestic cat has a bow:
the lion drinks from o waterhole or river)

Vocabulary
What does fit mean? (fo be healthy
from doing exercise) Can you use it in
a sentence of your own?
Comprehension
Whot ara the cats doing that shows
they are fit?

©toorning Logi Py Lt

Vocabulary
Whatis another word for paf? (siroke)
Fluency
What punctuation does fhe author use
ot the end of the sentence? Let's read it
again like @ question.
Comprehension
Whatis the author asking us here?
Why don't they el us fo pat the cat?

Comprehension
What is similar about each photo?
What is different?

Questions o talk about
Refor o he questions o falk about on page 14, Pick snough of these o chack tha
chidren have understood the book, and fo spark a short conversation.
What animal s this book about?
Why are there two pictures of cats on each page?
Which cat on pages 10-11 would you like v Ly Pag
topatowhy?' v (One s a pet cat and the ofher is @ wild cof.
The author wants us to compare them - looking
Tell me two things a cat lkesfo do. at what i the same and what i different)
Vocabulary check
Use the vocabulary check inhe back of the book,if you need fo I ncludes a child-friendly definiion
of i, pot and s, Ask: What word means to drink @ smal mouthful? (sip) Can you think of a word that
means the opposite of so? (qulp, slurp, swig, guzzle)

+ " Lok at the last page of the book. Read the fext fo children (it s not
decodable - it is designed for oral comprehension and vocabulary
development).

- Lokt ‘Wild cafs. Give children the names of the wild cafs fhat we met
in the book by reading the words fo them and poinfing fo the pictures.

+ Lokt the pictures of pet cats - explain that fhese might also be called
‘domesic’ cafs.

« Read the fun facis 1o the children and discuss the ‘B curious’ questions.
Children could draw or write their answers lafer.

& Laorming Logic Py it

Decoding warm-up

Additional
teaching points

Phonics warm-up

+ Revise the Stage | Speed sounds with your group. Use the Speed Sounds and
Chants Stages 1-6 Mini Set or refer fo fhe list on page 14 -

Mm Ss Ff Aa Pp Tt Co L

+ Revise the Stage | Heart words that appear in this book, Use the Heart Words
Floshcards or refer fo the list on page

1 the
]
Decoding warm-up
am et g fe  osp s
Refer fo the Spasd words on page 15 (or print he Speed words pdf and cut nfo cards) fo practise
docoding some of the words used in this book. Salect a faw fo raad fogethar. Encourage children fo
sound out and bland fo raad tha words if they canno read them automaticall yat
Now ifs fime fo ge excited about the book!
Talk about the book
Lok ot the front cover and:
+ osk children fo read the ffle out loud, fracking their finger
under each word as they raad i
+ check for vocabulary comprehension, f necessary. Ask
What is @ caf? Whara might you find ane? Do you have a cat
ot home?
+ explora the photos. Ask: What do you think this baok will be
Gbout? Why? What con you see? (a caf and a figer - which i
also @ fype of big caf)

Read and enjoy the book

+ Ask children to read each double-page spread out loud, racking
heir finger under each word os they recd
Tune 't individual chidren as they read. Support them i they are stuck by asking them fo
sound out and then blend the sounds fogether o read the word. You can remind them of a leter
sound correspondence by doing a chiter chatter chon from the Speed Sounds and Chans cords.
When they have read the word, go back and re-read fhe senfence.

+ Each group of chidren wil have a different focus or farget; you may need fo ask the group fo re-read

sentences for / pace and

+ Stop the group af the end of each double-page spread fo check for understanding, including
vocabulary. Explore the pictures o extend comprehension. Some ideas are provided on the
next page.

©Lsorming Loge Py Ld

Little Learners Love Literacy®

Explain that this will ba the children's first go ot reading The Cof, and that thay will have a chance
o read it again this week - by fhemselves, af home and/or with their reading partner.

Speed words Word building
Refer 1o page 15 of Re-read the book. Use the Speed
the book Sounds and Chants Stages 1-6

Mini Setfo build (spel) some words.

Encourage chidren fo
& from the book.

sound out each word

until they can read it Give the following promps:
automatically. + Pages 2-3: Buid the word am and then buid
They can do this acfivify cat. What sound is in both words?.

with a pariner, foo. + Pages 4-5: Build the word sit. Which sound is
Children could move avowel?

on fo Read an

+ Pages 6-7: Swap the i siffor p. What is your
Grab Word Game Box 1, e

TR TR IER - Pages 8-9: Build the word fit. What is the

Word sort sound of the beginning of the word?
+ Pages 10-11: Build the word pat. What do you
need fo change fo buld fhe word cof?

Print the Speed words pdf and cut
out the words, Ask children fo sort

the words nfo groups according fo Children could also move

+he vowel sound: /o om, cat, par) ontothe Sound Swap

i/ (i sip, ). Chilran con wrta their Word Game, working with

word iss in their book. the Stage | word choins

Partner reading Quick write dictation

+ Give children a prinfout of the Speed words. Dictate a sentence from the book. Children write
Pariner A points 1o words and Pariner B eads  the senfence ond draw a picture (demontrating
them. Partner A ficks the words that their comprehension). You could use single words from
partner con read before they swop. They the Speed words s fo chidren who are not
could choose one or fwo of these words and  raady fo wite full sentances
rite therm in a sentance for extension f hey —
finish quickly. - o

« Children can o re-read the book with fheir z

partner, taking it i furns fo read a page each
These are great activifies for building fluency.
Word detective

Children re-read the baok and find all the words
confaining @, then write a list of those wards.
They can highlight or circla the a in each word in
their st

Sound detective

Play a quick sound quiz for buiding phonermic
awareness. Tellchildren that the cats in our book
like fo do things that begin with the sound /k/

Ask: Do cats climb or read? Do cats falk or curl
UpP Do cats creep or sing? Do cats like fo hop.
or clean themselves? Emphasise fhe first sound
of each activty.
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Little
Book Pack

x1 copy

of each title

Find out more at
LittleLearnersLoveliteracy.com.au

Small Group
Book Pack

x5 copies

of each title

Class
Book Pack

x20 copies

of each title
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