f (Mote: The opinions expressed
re are those of the reviewer of
this book and do not reflect the
torial opinions  of Organized
kor or the San Francisco Eu:ld-
lng Trades Couneil,)
fiModesty is a rare qﬁai;ty among
; ters; 5o rare that it is hard not
Ao warm to an author who begins
his book (The Case of the Legless
Veteran, New Park Publications,
iSL‘I as does Mr. James Kutcher:

“In most respecfs I am an ordi-
I:I-H.I'}F man. I have no special tal-
entm I never showed any capacity
_1’.:-1- leadership. In school my marks
rgenerally put me In the middle
:sections of the class, sometimes
Jower. I never rose above the rank
&Y Pfc in the Army. Often, when 1
Fgot into a discussion, I don't think
of the right point to make until
hours afterward, I was active in a
political organization for over ten
years and never made a speech in
‘ali that time. I am a “Jimmy Hig-
‘gins’ by nature, the fellow who
‘gollects tickets at the door and
gsweeps up the hall after a meeting.
:EEDFIIE like me generally get their
parnes into the papers twice, when
the:.-r comie mtu the world and when
~the:-r go out."”
it ‘I‘he truth, of course, is that Mr.
Hutcher iz not a professional
fwriter. He is a man who would
fmost likely never have taken the
‘cover off a typewriter unless he
had ~ experienced two crushing
blows in his life.

i The first was that he lost both
legs in the Battle of San Pietro in
Italy in 1943; the second was that
he was discharged from his job
with the Veterans' Administration
in MNewark, MNew Jersey In 1948
‘after having been charged by the
:¥A Loyalty Board with being a
-member of the Socialist Workers'
Party. He made no secret of this
;nembership. The American Legion,
nd sympathizer (gne would think)
with the SWP, [ound this persecu-
“tion of Kutcher too much for it to
take, its National Americanism
‘Commission remarking: “His job
‘Lin the VA was definitely non-con-
:ﬂdential or sensitive. . .. The
FHutcher ecase is therefore an al-
 Most perfect example of bureau-
cratic bungling in how not to han-
y a doubtful loyalty case'

The Washington Post, in the
course of a long editorial on the
Kutcher case, raised one of the
fmost relevant gquestions concern-
fing this humble victim of the mad-
i pess of his time:
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answers this guestion_ It is -better
than an intelligént, acsrer; 3t s &
campassfmate one. He forgives-ns
God help htm."

*“One ‘cannot ~felp ‘wondering,”
the Post's &ditorial comments, *why
the United States goes to so much
trouble to pun.lsh Jn.mﬂ 'Kutcl'rlar.
The' 1oyaElty prﬂsrn.m is mppuﬁad to
profect’ the natiohal security. But
fhie pational security neéds no:pro-
teotion from a legless file elerk
wocrkjng in 'the ‘Hewark hﬁmch ‘of
the' \"el‘.enns’ "Administration. The
punishment ‘of ‘Mr. Kutcher serves
Bo n&tibnal fiterest. It Esrves no
interest ~save Vindictiveness. “And
ernm:mmde a target of
this | Vindicfiveness Solely because
he tertlim certain unorthndux
snd inpupulﬂ.l‘ poltiical o Mmums 2
s Those who, perha
o’ ui-ﬁ‘i-‘%ﬁg'to* of training“lend to
w mattyis as whtraordinary
| persons Joomig wp: &4 1all as ‘their
terrible Tates, will get-&ﬂmkm
Kuteher's book, This is the martyt-
dnm of ]ﬂ'r ‘E\rerjmu “all he has
kn.uwn “-k‘“’m WAL,
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