Cuba condemns U.S. war
moves in Arabian Gulf

Sinee the onset of the risis in
theMiddle Enst, oneworld power
Cuba—hasconsstenlly spokenoud
aminst Washington's preparations
for war ngainat the people of Irag.
Abthesame time, ithasoondemned
the cover being miven to this mili
tary operation by the five perma
nent members of Lhe United Na
Hons Securnty Coundl.

Pathfinder Presa of New York
has jusi published U5, Hands
T the Mideast! Cuba Speaks
Ot at the United Nations. This
£2-page booklet reprints every
UM Security Council resolution
adopted since Lhe [ragl invasion
af Kuwait on Aug, 2, lopether
with remarks by Bicardo Alarcon,
Cubs’s permanent representa-
tive to the UN, durinp the courze
of the debates.

Several slalements by Cuban
Prestdent Fidel Castro are also
printed, incduding urgent letters

he sent to the heads of atate of
Arab countries and to the MMove- -

ment of Nonaligned Countries.
“Is the defense of the legifi-
male interests of the Kuwaiti
povernment really the coneern
that haa led the Umted States

delepation to act as it is doing
now " Amhoessador Alarcon asks
Lhe Security Counalin one of its
{irst debates on Lthe crisis, “oris it
the ambition of the United States
lointervene in and dominate the
Middle East?™

From the beginning, Cuba has
condemied Irags invasion of
Kuwait, expressing its commit-
ment to “the principles of
noninterferenoe in the internal
affairs of states; . . . the peaceful
ecttlement of disputes between
etates; and of reapect for the inde-
pendence, sovercignty, and terni-
torial integrity of all nations.”

At the same time, Alarcon has
repeatedly pointed to the double
standard employed. In 1967, the
UNimposed sanctionzon the white
minority repime in Southern Rho-
desta{now Zimbabwe) Atthe time,
the United States government re-
fused to abide by that embargo,
openly purchasing chromium from
Southern Rhodesia.

One of the most vocal defend-
ers of thia move, in fact, was
George Bush, TLE, ambassador
te the 1IN in the early 1970s,
Sunjlarly, Washinston and other

Western powers refused Lo
strictly abide by the 1977 1N
decision be embargo arms Lo
South Africa.

Cuba has also peinted to the
Security Council's failure toim
pese sanctions an Isracl for its
invasion of Lebanon i 1952 on
South Africa when i invaded
Anpolaand cecupiedits territory
for 15 years; an the United States
whenitinvaded Grenadain 1983
and Panama in 19589,

In Cube Speaks Out af the
United Nation s Alarcon explaing
Cuba's refusal to vote for the
Security Council reselutions
impeaing an embargo againat
Iraqg. “Cuba regarda as com-
pletely inadmisaible the veryidea
of claiming that hunger can be
used to deprive people of what is
an absolutely flundamental right
- - to recoive adequate food and
apprepriate medical care.”.

As Castro stressea in this
booklet, the stakes involved are
enormous. A war in the Arab-
Persian Guif “will not only coat
marny lives on the battlefield, " he
saya. [t “would also be A cataa-
trophefor the world economy.”



