More major labor strife near,
former union militants believe
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The year was 1934, The issue was union recognition.
For months, strikers and employers were embrodled in
the most massive
labor confronta-
tion in the history
of Minneapolis.

: Now, on the

40th anniversary
5 of the Teamsters
truck strike, some
of the leaders who
_« masterminded the

'\ unbon's  strategy
contend that an-
other labor explo-
sion looms on Lthe
harizon.

They are men in their 60z and T0s now, but the years
by and large have dimmed neither their militancy nor
their memories of the "34 struggle. They talk of strug-
gles to come,

Inflation, high-cost medical care, deteriorating social
services, the environment, Watergate and military op-

Dobbs

erations such as Vietnam — all are having an effect on
waorkers, says Farrell Dobbs, 66, one of the leaders of
the titanic Teamster strike,

“There's certainly no question,' Dobbs says, “that
there are going to be trade union struggies of large di-
mensions,"

He says that the gradual decline in real wages will be
& key component in a new labor upsurge,

With his wife, Marvell Scholl, Dobbs Ilves in a neat,
plain 4-room apartment in Brooklyn, N.Y bbs says
that one of his primary objectives now i3 to write about
his trade union experiences in the hope that they will be
of use to a new generation of labor militants.

"More and more is being taken out of workers' hides,"

says Dobbs, "It's getting closer to the point that was

rm:hbd in 1934 when workers had to say, "This is it,
we've got to fight, we've got to find & way.' "

(ther leaders who battled the police in the blood
strike of 1934 talk about labor confrontations in the off-
E‘Eﬂ;m may be more radical ﬂun the clashes of the

Harry DeBoer, 3230 Upton Av. N., was a 20-year-old
field commander for Teamster Local 574 during the ‘34
strike. DeBoer was in charge of the pickets in the market
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50 strikers wounded
two dead. .

DeBoer wag shot in the
leg and spent four months
in the hospital.

At 60, DeBoer still talks
about “the bosses” and

“the capitalist system' as
the enemy. He remains ac-
tive in the Sociallst
‘Workers Party.

“The way things are
going, something's got to
ULk at whats happen:
"Look at L's
ing to &'s standard of
living. eTs are siarts
anl coerupt e polfticians
an poli ]
are — and how the big oil
enrporations are raking in
the profits.

"The workers — they're
golmng to do something
mbout I ke says, smiling
broadly.

Ray Ralnbolt, 77, wasa
secondary  leader duri
the Teamster rebellion o
"34. When several k
leaders were jail
Rainbolt and two others
met with Gov., Floyd
Olson. Rainbolt refused to
negotiate until Olson had
the strike leaders released.

"l was 100 percent for
those stirikes’” says
Rainboli. “'1 don't regret
ane minute of it."

Ralnbolt also sees a
new |abor upsurge on the
agenda, "The warkers are
getting tired of the fact
that they aren't getting
anything.”

And, one of the few liv-
ing leaders of the 1934
employers  organization,
the Citizens Alliance, also
believes that & new labor
expiosion is highly con-
ceivable,

The alliance umchl. In
his 70°s, the inter-
view on condition that
his name mot be used. “T
mt wanl publicity,” he

‘The Citizen's Alliance

that a wictory far
B74 would spur unionizing

throughout Minneapolis.
That's what happened.

7N

"They (the truckers)
tried to shut the city
down,” the allisnce offe
clal recalls. “They did,” he
adds gquietly.

Now, the alliance offi-
cial says, lotrinf ml‘ll'le
could touch off &
wave of labor :r.dl'e He
thinks that social permis-
siveness Iz belping to !'ur
ment & new militance,

Unions, be says, are

5.D., as evidence of things
to come. He compares {he
"34 strikes to the Wound-
ed Knee uprising. i

Farrell Dobbs alse talks
about the American Indlan
Movement, as well as the
rise of nationalizm among '
blacks and Chicanos,

He sees It as part of &
spreading  radicalization
that has Included the rise
of the student movement,
the antiwarmovement

‘These movements, he
rays, "will have an impact
on the trade unbon mave-
ment,” which he says has
Ingged behind palitically.

“Take the Chicanos, fof
example' Dobba says,
“"Here you have a struggle
of the United Farm Work-
ers against the agricultur-
&l monopolies and while
farmally, the AFL-CIO Is
supporting the struggle,
they're doing wvery Hitie
for it.And one very impor-
tant segment of the mave-
mant, the Teamster Union,
is working band in glove
with the agricultural mr
porations and the ca
ist government to iut
the farm workers.”

Dobbs views workers as
ﬁ;hlln: n “three-fromi
war” that includes bat-

rrship of the dictatord-
ul burescrats who sit on
t=p of the unlons.”

It was Dobbs and others
like him wha helped build
the Teamsters and other
unions inta the powerful
;:;uﬂminm they are to-

Nonethebess, Dobbs has
sharp words for the eur-
rent Teamster officialdom,
which he accuses of sup-

pressing democracy and of
'G|II:“M|'IIH:I‘.¢‘!M" of
the worst kind,



