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the assault on the Moncada barracks, and other relevant events and characters. The 
book contains more than one hundred pages ofimpottant documents, other first-person 
accounts, and photographs. 

The narrative presents the "big picture" of the major role played by leaders during 
the stages and missions that the author participated in: the organization of a national 
network, the Asamblea de! PPC (o) and its influence on the sttucture of the .MR-26-7, 
the support for a general strike in 1958 in support of the Gnmma expeditionary force, 
and the insurrectionaryuprising in the provinces, as well as the incarceration of political 
prisoners. 

The book sheds light on the historiographical debate over the strategy of the gen­
eral strike and armed insurrection. Certain passages and documents contribute to the 
analysis and evaluation of concepts concerning strategies, tactics, methods of struggle, 
and mentalities, one example of which is expressed in the correspondence between Faus­
tino Perez and the author, especially in the so-called concept of "the mountains and 
the plains," as well as references to patriotic and anti-imperialist thought shown in the 
documents. 

Hart Davalos provides scholars of Cuba a wealth of information with which to stim­
ulate future research. His book will also be of value for students and the general public 
interested in contemporary Latin America. 
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The Imagined Island: lliswry, Identity, and Utopia in Hispaniola. 

By PEDRO L. SAN MIGUEL. Translated by JANE RAMfREZ. Latin America in 
Translation. Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press, 2005. Illustrations. 
Notes. Bibliography. Index. x, 194 pp. Cloth, $59.95. Paper, $22.50. 

In The Imagined Island, Pedro San Miguel establishes a number of purposes for the five 
essays that constitute the volume. One is to extend and apply theories that reveal the 
fictional narratives with which historiographies are constructed. Flowing from that, the 
author analyzes historical visions of the colonial period. The third involves a sustained 
critique of the works of seven authors: Antonio Sanchez-Valverde, Pedro Francisco 
Bon6, Jose C'n1briel Garda, Manuel Arturo Pefia-Batlle,Joaqnien Balaguer,Juan Bosch, 
and Jean Price-Mars (the last, a Haitian, is the only one not from the Dominica11 Repub­
lic). The dominant concern of the first four essays involves a critical examination of 
writings about the relationship between Haiti and the Dominican Republic and how the 
narrative, fictional frameworks of these m,thors produce the contrnsts drawn between 
the two halves ofHispaniola. The critique focuses on Dominican constructions of Haiti 
as a black "other" and the Dominican Republic as fundamentally white, Spanish, Euro­
pean, and civilized. In his analyses, San Miguel covers a vast range ofliterature, focusing 
primarily on historical texts, with limited discussions of novels, essays, and ethnogra-




