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THIES BOOK 15 the second of
a0 autobiographical ri by
Farrell Diobbi, one-time
of the Teamsiers im Minnes-
pols snd St Pawl, the twin
sities of Minmesota freen app-
roasmately 19331940, I = a
ahronicle of she bastle of e
Trotikyist leaderihip and the
of Gemeral
Drivens’ Local 5T of the In-
dernalionsl  Brodberhood — of
Teamsters (LB.T.), to umiomise
the triscking isduilry initiafly
in Minmeapolia smd  ihen
throughout the Slate of Miane-
s,

.l goes on ke dewadl ke
HBarthes, strategies, frame-aps of
nalen mditant snd the haras-
mer of the lesdership of Local
374 by police, employers, the
right-wing internaiions] leader-

our, of which the LET. were
affilinbes.

Farrell Dwobbs, a lifedong
Trotikyid, loptther with Tred-
shyisi colleagues i (e Minne-
apolis ares, showed how a
group of polineally WJ“-’-
dedicated and  talented
and Mk keaderi cam ml'hmn.
lead and uliimaiely costrel a
bhecal umion (or Branch im lrmh
ierm) and swbsequenily extend
their influence and comirol en
& wider matiomal bain srousd
militant irade union demands,
and antculste ssd struggle with
the rank and file for these de-
e,

~ The narrative ahuo depacts 1.|lt

the insernational leadership of
the LB.T. und the A.F.L. under

10 liguidsie Local 5T4 afer it

“was pushed out of the Inter-

retary/Treasarer of the Mis-
neapolis  Tearmicer”  Joist
Councl on Movember 1THh,
1937, amd the murder of
Willam 5. Brown, Presiden! of
Local 44 (Local 574 being re-
coded S44 afier the Tobin re-
organimation im 1936 following
twn year suspenion from the
Iniernational LUnion).

O g R (500
$CL0L) away from the enerval-
ing crafi-oriented and conser-
wative AF.L. He 'hﬂk;.!l":
afiempis fo seure &
from the C.0O, but this body's
rn‘lnl o socepd other than in-
proceit  workery” bit-
'hrir dimppointed him and M
in the

prhui !'.nﬂﬂ

The clow collaboration be-
twoen (bt Trotikyi leaders of
the Minnespolis Teamsters and
the Trolkyist wing of -the
Sockaliy Pary i siressed by
Dhobbs. He lldnﬁtnldhﬂl confin-

and ©

© mon and Alben Goldman, on

nctics played & key role jn the
succdin Lo unioniss the Truck-
ers in eleven mid - Weslern
Slale, represcating ball a mil-
Hon  workers, SUSPECLE,
Bawever, that Dobbs shisches
io0 much imponane: it tha
aspect of the operation and his
deasre 1o ascribe undue credil
to the Socialai Worken' Pariy
naticngl kadership dimimishes
ithe rofe of his docal collexgues
of whatever political teadency,

in the union.

Matt Mervigan

- the surface. Charges and coun-

ter<harges ol racketoéring and
empoyer finger-men are made
repeatedly fo sanctify Dobba’
position and the position of bk
close political colleagues in the
Linson. Whilst Dobbs alludes 1o
Siaknmi  infloepce =i other

af our Trades Councils) and in
the developing C1.0. costexl,
ene looks in vaim for a ek
driver in Minneapola, or even
Misnescia, who was a Com-
manist Farly member of aym-
pathiser. I there was, Dobbs
didn’t wani o know, &f more
impariandy, want his readers
b koow.

However, that i the shaff of
politics and il resaim  for
truck drivers o mock driver
Unsom leaders, nol sharing thed
or mow Dobbs’ polied, o re-
dirgit the balamee.

This is a book for the initia-
wed. A book by a militan
sboat milimni of the paat for
miltiants of ledsy.  Trede
Umion leaders, like paliticsl
Beaders, are shaped by amd
shape in turm, ithe evenls and
historical period of their jee
wolvement, Dobba’ decihdon 16
leave the LBT, after paradoxi-
cally being offered by Tobim a
potiticn attached fo the Inter-
mational Board of the LBT.
to work full-time for the enall
Socialist Waorkeri” Parly, was &
mapor wnsellish decision contis-
fent with his stated pesidon on
ik developing war situation o
19097 1940,

Dave Beck amd Jimeny
Holfa, whom Dobbi mentions
in hiz narrailve ms then Arcs
Ofiicials, went on w0 make s
famos names for themaschvs
st the top of s Teamsler's
Union. Dobbe® commitment
te revelutioasry socialism in-

wing

Trevitably, the ant-Stalimist
sallemac againgl the membens of
the Communist Party breaks

PR a s E Ry raan

aulated him agains the Sor-
rupling proces of beresucratic
Teamuler power, -
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