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 Marjorie McGowan, who argues that bourgeois
 standards of beauty and elegance are part of the
 rational kernel of the capitalist social order that
 can be preserved, enhanced, and made accessi-
 ble to all under socialism. Evelyn Reed and Jack
 Bustelo reply in two essays in which they
 suggest that class society and especially capital-
 ist commodity production have carried the use
 of fashion and cosmetics far beyond any
 reasonable measure, and have inextricably
 connected it to alienated social relationships.

 This debate is as lively and relevant in the
 1980s as it was in 1954, for the obsession with
 style has been expanded to men, to ever younger
 age groups, and to newly rich social strata. The
 scholarly reader may, however, want a more
 systematic analysis of either the fashion industry
 or the symbolic mechanisms by which fashion
 acquires such a powerful hold on the public.
 The debate presented here can serve as a
 stimulus to a deeper examination of fashion in
 capitalist society, whose outlines might be
 found in the works of Walter Benjamin and the
 Frankfurt School.

 The volume ends with another debate between
 McGowan and Reed, this one on the origins of
 women's oppression. I find McGowan's account
 to be a better reconciliation of modern anthropo-
 logical findings with Engels' general theoretical
 orientation. By insisting on matriarchy as a
 cornerstone of a Marxist theory of the family
 (and equating the matriarchal period with
 primitive communism), Reed places the whole
 edifice of Engels' analysis on a shaky basis. We
 do not have to accept Engels' nineteenth-century
 ethnographic sources so literally; the general
 framework of Marxist analysis is not at all
 damaged by an inclusion of more recent
 empirical materials.

 The collection begins with an essay by
 Mary-Alice Waters in which she summarizes
 current efforts to reverse or compartmentalize
 the gains of the women's movement; she also
 introduces the debates, taking Reed's side
 against McGowan in both instances.

 Taken for what it is (i.e., a collection of
 thirty-year-old newspaper items), the volume is
 thought-provoking, although probably of limited
 value for scholarly or pedegogic purposes.

 Mirror, Mirror . . .. The Importance of Looks
 in Everyday Life, by ELAINE HATFIELD and
 SUSAN SPRECHER. Albany: SUNY Press, 1986.
 446 pp. NPL cloth.

 ALLAN MAZUR

 Syracuse University

 Here is a good review of the expanding
 literature on physical attractiveness, written in a

 simple instructive style, with lots of tests for self-
 analysis. This text will appeal to undergraduates
 who are fascinated by their looks, enabling them
 to compare their own experiences with research
 findings in the book.

 Covering much the same ground as Gordon
 Patzer's more sophisticated but drier book, The
 Physical Attractiveness Phenomena (1985), the
 main theme in both is that a pervasive halo
 effect surrounds beautiful people. We assume
 them to have all sorts of additional favorable
 attributes (although we also think them vain and
 adulterous), while ugly people are considered to
 be deficient on these other attributes.

 Overall, the scientific findings confirm com-
 monsense notions about beauty and ugliness.
 We are nicer to good-looking than to plain-
 looking people, we desire them more as sex
 objects, give them more sexual opportunities,
 higher grades, better jobs, and so on. Con-
 versely, ugly people suffer.

 Occasional research results are unexpected.
 Thus, while it is common knowledge that people
 tend to marry others of similar attractiveness, I
 was surprised to read that couples matched on
 physical attractiveness had more successful
 marriages than did unmatched couples (p. 149).
 While I always assumed life to be pleasanter for
 the pretty than for the homely, I would not have
 guessed that homeliness predicts mental illness
 (pp. 263-68). Findings like these-if they hold
 up-will make physical attractiveness a primary
 variable in social psychology.

 Is it better to be beautiful? Yes, although the
 authors argue in their final chapters that looks
 are not that important. (I wasn't convinced,
 after reading all that had come before.)

 The first author, Elaine Hatfield (Walster), is
 a major contributor to the new research on
 physical attractiveness. She and Susan Sprecher
 have written an authoritative review of their
 field as it stands today. Nonetheless, I would
 contest them on two points, the first being their
 denial of any universal standard of physical
 beauty (pp. 4-12). Donald Symons, in The
 Evolution of Human Sexuality (1979), and
 others have made a strong case that across
 cultures and epochs, men are reliably attracted
 to the secondary sexual characteristics of young
 women, not only breasts and hips but general
 roundness rather than angularity, fleshiness
 rather than flaccidity, unblemished and smooth
 rather than saggy skin, and symmetry.

 Second, Hatfield and Sprecher, noting real
 personality and behavioral differences that
 separate attractive from unattractive people,
 explain these as the result of self-fulfilling
 prophecy: beautiful and ugly people accept the
 social stereotypes about themselves and act
 accordingly, producing, for example, beauties
 who are vivacious and uglies who are bashful.
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