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SH-C-P 4w Evelyn Reed views our present patriarchal family

stmiciure #s one stage n the evolution of human-
kind s social organization which began in the Paleolithic Era winh
maternal clans. In Woman s Evelsrion, she details a controversial
theory in which Family structure began with maternal clans o
hordes. developed into complex tnibes with matrilineal descent,
then into the matriarchal family and eventually evolved into the
patriarchal family {as the concept of private property developed).
She suggests that motherhood and ns asseciated instincts led our
ancestors into o form of cooperative and equalitarian social rela-
tionships which insured our survival as a species. Her carefil
description of the manner in which these relationships changed
(hecauwse of internal conflicts and changing cconomies), 15 admit-
tedly based on some conjecture. The premises on which the
theory rests are found in Engel’s wleas about labor and private
property and a work by Braffault entitled The Morhers. Although
her conclusions may not be accepted by all anthropologists. she
makes some important points. She validly illustrates some of the
diMculues with anthropological data produced by males using
male informants and interpreted through the blinders of our pa-
triarchal society. She does non objectively present data to support
troth sides of 4 particular 1ssue. but she does use exiensive an-
thropological research to illustrate her views. This is a fascinating
and scholarly book: useful in sociology and anthropology courses
and to any woman needing encouragement about the contrib-
utions of her sex to history —Margarer Human
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