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Why organizing to strengthen unions is not only crucial to workers’ unity and striking power but 
central to building a proletarian party. The activity of a workers party neither begins nor ends 
with unions, however. It begins by extending the party’s political reach in all directions, to cities, 
towns, and farms. A tribune of the people uses every example of capitalist oppression to explain 
why the working class and its allies can and will lay the foundations for a world based not on 
violence and competition but on solidarity among working people. Also in Spanish. 147 pages. 
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The foundations for the 
explosive rise of the 
Black liberation struggle 
in the U.S. beginning in 
the mid-1950s were laid 
by the massive migration 
of Blacks from the 
rural South to cities 
and factories across the 
continent, drawn by 
capital’s insatiable need 
for labor power—and cannon fodder for its wars. Malcolm X emerged 
from this rising struggle as its outstanding single leader. He insisted that 
this colossal movement was part of a worldwide revolutionary battle for 
human rights. A clash “between those who want freedom, justice, and 
equality and those who want to continue the systems of exploitation.” 

Drawing lessons from a century and a half of struggle, this book helps us 
understand why it is the revolutionary conquest of power by the working 
class that will make possible the final battle for Black freedom—and open 
the way to a world based not on exploitation, violence, and racism, but 
human solidarity. A socialist world. 

“Don’t start with Blacks as an oppressed nationality.  
Start with the vanguard place and weight of workers  
who are Black in broad proletarian-led social and political 
struggles in the United States. From the Civil War to 
today, the record is mind-boggling. It’s the strength and 
resilience, not the oppression, that bowls you over.”   

       JACK BARNES 
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Malcolm X, Black Liberation, 
and the Road to Workers Power
Jack Barnes
Drawing lessons from a century and a half of 
struggle, this book helps us understand why 
it is the revolutionary conquest of power by 
the working class that will make possible the 
final battle against class exploitation and racist 
oppression and open the way to a world based 
on human solidarity. A socialist world. Also in 
Spanish, French, Farsi, Arabic, & Greek. 434 
pages. 978-1-60488-021-2 / $20
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The authors of this book draw on generations of 
revolutionary struggles of working people. Karl Marx, 
V.I. Lenin, Leon Trotsky, Farrell Dobbs, and Jack Barnes 
help us understand why only a victorious revolutionary 
fight for state power by the working class and its allies can 
lay the foundations for a world based not on exploitation, 
violence, racial discrimination, class based pecking orders, 
and dog-eat-dog competition, but on solidarity among 
working people that encourages a lifetime of creativity and 
recognizes the worth of every individual, regardless of sex, 
national origin, or skin color. A socialist world. 

Tribunes  
of the People 

and the 
Trade Unions

“a tribune of the people reacts  
to every manifestation of tyranny and 

oppression, no matter where  
it appears.”
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“Without understanding the devastation of the 
lives of working-class families in regions like West 
Virginia, and the vast increase in class inequality 
since the 2008 crisis, you can’t understand what’s 
happening in the United States.”

Pathfinder
COVER DESIGN: Toni Gorton 
PHOTOS: Alex Slitz/Associated Press (front); 
  Ithiell Yisrael/Florida Rights Restoration 
  Coalition (back)

US$7 • £6
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A giant has begun to stir. Hillary Clinton calls them 
“deplorables” who inhabit “backward” regions between New 
York and San Francisco. But tens of thousands of teachers and 
school employees from West Virginia, Oklahoma, and beyond 
set an example in 2018 with their victorious strikes. Working 
people across Florida mobilized and won restoration of voting 
rights to more than one million former prisoners.  

Drawing on the best fighting traditions of the oppressed and 
exploited producers of all skin colors and national origins in 
the US, they fought for dignity and respect for themselves, 
their families, and for all working people.
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THE TURN TO INDUSTRY 
Forging a Proletarian Party

The Turn to Industry 
Forging a Proletarian Party is about the 
working-class program, composition, and course 
of conduct of the only kind of party worthy of the 
name ‘revolutionary’ in the imperialist epoch. 

The only kind of party that can recognize the most 
revolutionary fact of this epoch—the worth of 
working people, and our power to change society 
when we organize and act against the capitalist 
class in all its economic, social, and political forms.

This book is about building such a party in the 
United States and in other capitalist countries 
around the world.
 Jack Barnes

Jack Barnes is National Secretary of the Socialist Workers Party

THE TURN TO 
INDUSTRY

Jack Barnes

Forging a  
proletarian party

TTIcov.indd   1 2020-01-11   11:59 AM

Are they rich 
 because  

they’re smart?
CLASS, PRIVILEGE 
AND LEARNING  

UNDER CAPITALISM

J A C K  B A R N E S
—ISBN 978-1-60488-087-8

9 781604 880878

90000
PATHFINDER
WWW.PATHFINDERPRESS.COM

$10 • £7 

COVER DESIGN: TONI GORTON 
COVER PAINTING: THE CROWD

P

Pathfinder
A

re th
ey rich

 b
ecause th

ey’re  sm
art?

JA
C

K
 B

A
R

N
ES

—

Are they rich because they’re smart? explains  
the sharpening class inequalities in the United States  

and the resulting conflicts accelerated by today’s  
slow-burning world depression. It takes apart  

the self-serving rationalizations of a growing layer of  
well-paid professionals that their schooling and 

“brightness” equip them to “regulate” the lives of 
working people, who can’t be trusted to know  

what’s in our own interests.

In the coming battles forced upon us by the  
capitalist rulers, says Jack Barnes, workers will begin to 
transform ourselves and our attitudes toward life, work, 

and each other. Only then will we discover our  
own worth and learn what we’re capable of becoming.

Learning as a lifetime experience– 

What better reason to make 

a socialist revolution?

JACK BARNES—

Jack Barnes is National Secretary of  
the Socialist Workers Party
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