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WHY!? I hear you all ask. Well... 
just look at it. It’s gorgeous 
haha. Ok, so it’s not the 
prettiest car in the world, and 
its battle scars are certainly 

visible. But that’s what makes this little 1.4 
16v Vauxhall Tigra the perfect project car for 
us. It had 12 months MOT, the roof worked 
(albeit a little noisy), the colour was the one 
we wanted and it was dirt cheap. 

We’ll be transforming it from this dirty 
mess you see using our products. It’s a 
great basis to show you about the whole 
detailing process. Each step we take we’ll be 
documenting and showing you the difference. 
You’ll also like to know that we’ll be adding 
our own little touches to give this Tigra some 
personality and help it stand out from the 
crowd. Watch this space!

Welcome the newest member of #TeamSplash...
... this Antigua Blue 1.4 16v Vauxhall Tigra



FAST FACTS
1.4 16v with 90bhp
Sport model
Antigua Blue with 50/50 Roof
16” alloy wheels
Heated leather seats



First things first. Let’s take a look at 
what’s under the bonnet of this little 
Tigra. Being a 2004 car, an engine still 
looks like an engine, with very few 
plastic covers found. The Z14XEP 

found in our Tigra has 90bhp from the factory. 
As well as detailing under here, we want to 

give the Tigra a bit of noise, so adding an 
induction kit from a previous project is the 
first thing we do. Removing the ugly black 
plastic airbox and replacing it with this colour 
coded beauty. Were also going to be taking 
you through the process of safely detailing 
your engine bay. 

Often overlooked, but an engine bay detail can be one of the most 
satisfying and easiest jobs to do.

ENGINE BAY DETAILENGINE BAY DETAIL



What an ugly mess it looks under here. I open 
the bonnet and my heart sinks. It looks terrible, 
probably never cleaned in it’s 16 years! Before 
we get onto the detail, we want to remove the 
standard airbox so we can clean beneath it. Firstly 
lets remove the jubilee clip holding the airbox to 
the MAF sensor. It also has two torx screws at the 
back of the airbox, once these were removed the 
whole unit could be prised out pretty easily.

Our cone filter came with various rubber ring 
adaptors. This allows it to be fitted to a 3” 
inlet down to a very small inlet, like what was 
present on our Tigra. Once these rings were 
fitted to the inlet of the cone filter, we can then 
slide it on to the MAF sensor and tighten the 
jubilee clip back up. Hey presto! All done. It 
was as easy as that. 

Induction KitInduction Kit

Does it sound different? Yes, slightly. There’s 
a deeper tone to the engine now, so it doesn’t 
sound like a puny 1.4.



Giving your engine bay a detail isn’t as scary as 
it sounds. For some, adding any water in this 
area is too daunting. Hearing horror stories 
of their engine not starting again. However, 
if you take your time and do things properly 
you don’t have to fear any of that. Firstly, we 
covered up all vulnerable areas before we 
start with the detail. This included our new 
cone filter and MAF sensor, the car battery 
and alternator. Look out for any fuse boxes 
in your engine bay. Ours was out of the way 

so we didn’t have to worry about it. Next we 
chose Zest Citrus Degreaser to tackle this 
mammoth job. The citrus-based formula 
cleans and degreases in one application, so 
it’s the perfect product to remove the engine 
grime. We sprayed it liberally to the engine and 
surrounding areas, including the inner wings, 
suspension strut tops, gearbox and front slam 
panel. Next, we left it for a couple of minutes to 
soak through the grime to help make it easier 
for us to remove in the next steps.

The DetailThe Detail



Agitate
Next we took our detail brushes and started 
to agitate the areas we could reach. Let’s not 
forget, some of this dirt has been here for over 
a decade! The brush helps to lift any stubborn 
grime whilst spreading any product to any 
areas missed. Once you’re confident you’ve 
covered all areas, it’s time to get your hose out 
(or use a pressure washer on low pressure). 
Rinse away the mess that’s been lifted by our 
Zest Citrus Degreaser, carefully avoiding any 
areas that we covered earlier. You’ll already 
start to notice that it’s looking much nicer 
here. But we’re not finished yet. Remove any 
coverings and start your engine to help speed 
up drying time. Use a microfibre towel to 
remove any excess. Once completely dry and 
the engine is cold again (don’t work on a hot 
engine!) let’s move to the next step. 

We bring out CocoNuts Interior Dressing. Yes, 
it’s designed for interior use, but it’s extremely 
versatile too, so dressing your engine bay 
plastics is ideal. The engine rocker cover on our 
car is plastic, so we spray some CocoNuts on 
this, on our induction pipe and relay cover. Wipe 
with a Candy Cloth Microfibre and it’s instantly 
a vast improvement on the clean plastics. You’ll 
get a stunning silk finish, as if the car has just 
rolled off the production line. Job done! Easy. 
Such a great improvement.
We went one step further, and sprayed our 
exhaust manifold heat shield in high-temp 
aluminium spray to freshen it up and also 
replaced the old rotten coolant bottle at the 
same time. Awesome!



It’s not often you find two 
heavily modified cars on 
one driveway. These two 
beauties belong to couple 
Dom & Kimberley, who unlike 

most, have been spending 
their nights together in the 
barn, building these absolute 
stunners! We caught up with 
them both to find out about 
their cars.

QDom, it’s a gorgeous 
van. Why an Astra?

A I needed a cheap 
daily, is the honest 
answer. I have 

an Astra Mk1 show car and an 
Astra VXR Nurburgring, so I 
bought this for £300 so I could 
just throw parts and tyres in 
the back. I needed a practical 
workhorse.

QThe colour is stunning. 
Can you tell us more 
about it?

A I saw this colour first 
about 12 years ago on 
the Skunkworkz Astra 

Convertible that was big on the 
Vauxhall scene at the time. It’s 
called Vauxhall Switch. It was 
a limited edition colour on the 
new VX220. The Skunkworkz 
Astra still exists local to me. 

##CCoupleoupleGoalsGoals

@Kimberley_mk7 + @dom_srt



A friend had the bumper in 
from that car for a respray at his 
bodyshop and called me to take 
a look. I knew then instantly what 
colour we had to paint the van.

QWhat’s your favourite 
mod?

A Probably the colour. 
But I’ve added so 
many cool touches. 

The dashboard from an Astra 

Coupe, VXR front seats and 
steering wheel. The self-built air 
suspension, Prodrive side skirts, 
Irmscher bonnet extension . 
door mirrors and rear skirt, BBS 
wheels. The list goes on. It’s just 
been time consuming as we 
only had weekends to build it. 
The air suspension install was 
surprisingly very easy. 

QWhat reaction have 
you had since you 
first revealed it to the 

internet?

A I’ve had some really 
good feedback. To me 
it’s still the £300 van. It’s 

done 174k miles on the original 
1.7 DTi engine. A few people 
have mentioned to drop a VXR 
turbo engine in it, but we’ll see.

@Kimberley_mk7 + @dom_srt



QDo you have any plans 
for it in 2021? 

A I’ll be sorting the back 
of it this year. Insulate 
and carpet it out so that 

it looks nice, yet still being 
practical so I can carry on 
loading it with parts.

QAll the money in the 
world, what 3 cars 
would you go and buy 

tomorrow?

A I’m old school. So 
first would be a Lotus 
Carlton, then a ‘62 Impala 

Lowrider on wire wheels. Third 
would be an M3 or an M5. 
Refined and powerful.

“ We installed air on my van 
and a mate’s Astra over 

the weekend”

@Kimberley_mk7 + @dom_srt



QHey Kimberley, why 
did you choose a 
Fiesta?

A I had a battered old Clio 
before this. I bought it 
10 years ago now and 

at the time it wasn’t as popular 
as they are now. Not many of 
my friends owned Fiestas so I 
thought it’d be the perfect car.

QWell it certainly stands 
out now. What was 
your inspiration for 

the graphics?

A I just wanted it to stand 
out when we went to car 
shows and meets. The 

Fiesta became really popular 
with others buying them, so 
some fuchsia pink wrapping 
as a great way to stand out 
from the crowd.

QWhat’s your favourite 
mod?

A I love how it 
sits on the air 
suspension. It’s 

millimetre perfect with Japan 
Racing JR15 wheels and 
stretched tyres.

@Kimberley_mk7 + @dom_srt



“ Everybody can’t 
help but look at it”

QWhat reaction do you 
get from others? 

A Overall the comments 
are good. Everybody 
can’t help but look at 

it. There’s always negativity 
with whatever car you build 
though. You just have to 
ignore it and move on. It’s my 
car and I modify it the way I 
want to.

QWhat’s your greatest 
memory in your Fiesta? 

A Winning my first trophy 
was brilliant. It’s Dom 
that usually wins 

trophies. There was a Mad 
Vaux meet at The Sharnbrook 
with so many more deserving 
cars to win. I came first with a 
really nice Nova Saloon on air 
getting runner-up.

QWhat’s next for 
the car? 

A New seats. I’m looking 
for some Corsa VXR 
Recaros to squeeze in. 

We need to do a boot build 
too with the air tank half-sunk 
in and some subwoofers.

@Kimberley_mk7 + @dom_srt



@Kimberley_mk7 + @dom_srt

QAll the money in the 
world, what 3 cars 
would you go and buy 

tomorrow?

A I want to import an old 
Scooby STi 2-door in 
white from Japan. Then 

let’s get some v8 muscle with 
a Camaro (like Bumbblebee) 
then either Mustang or a 
Dodge Charger.

QWould you guys ever 
do a project together?

A Well with all the 
cars we have 
in the barn, we 

work on them together. 

I helped Dom on the Astra 
Van. On Christmas Day we 
were at the barn taking the old 
engine out of his Mk1 Astra.

Kimberley & Dom, it’s been an 
absolute pleasure speaking 
with you both. Thank you for 
your time, we look forward 
to seeing more of both cars 
throughout the year. Folks, go 
and follow @Kimberley_mk7 
and @dom_srt on Instagram.
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