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Detailing your car can often be 
seen as a daunting task. The 
vast range of products you find 
when you walk down the isle of 
your local motor factors can be 

overwhelming. We realised this and created a 
small range of essential detailing gear that will 
help beginners as well as die hard detailing 
professionals get stunning results - saving 
you time and money in the process

In this guide we’ve listed some great hacks 
and tips to prepare you to start your detail. 
From what order to detail in, frequently asked 
questions and simple explanations to why we 
use these products. Enjoy!

Step 1 - WHEELS
Do your wheels first! The last thing you want 
after you’ve detailed your pride and joy, is 
to cover your freshly waxed paint in dirty 
wheel mess. Spray our Ocean Blast alloy 
wheel cleaner onto a dry wheel. This will allow 
better cling of the product, making it more 
effective. You can also dilute your product  if 
your wheels aren’t that dirty, giving you more 
product for your money. Use a dedicated 
wheel bucket of water to store your brushes 
when cleaning your wheels.

We found the filthiest M135i so we can give you the top pro tips 
to detail on your driveway!

BEFORE

AFTER



Step 2 - PRE-WASH
Use a pre-wash first on the lower parts of your 
bodywork. We want to eradicate as much 
surface grime as we can before we physically 
touch the car. Our Zest citrus pre-wash will 
clean and degrease in one application, making 
your wash stage safer. This will quickly remove 
flies, traffic film and dirt.

Step 3 - SNOW FOAM
Snow foam plays a vital part in your detail. 
Snow foams help to soak & saturate soiled 
paintwork before the physical contact wash 
stage. It’ll remove much of the dirt before the 
contact wash to help reduce swirl marks in 
your paint. These unsightly marks are mostly 
caused at the wash stage.

Step 4 - WASH MITT OR SPONGE?
It’s a no brainer! Throw that dirty old sponge in the 
bin and get yourself one of our noodle Wotsmitts. 
These have been proven to be much safer to use 
than your typical sponge. A sponge can lift and 
drag dirt all over your bodywork, making a nice 
swirly mess. The noodle wash mitts are designed 
to safely wash your car. They’re extremely soft, 
and help lift dirt and trap it deep in the fibres as 
you wash. Wash in straight lines, not a circular 
motion. A must have for any detailer!

Step 5 -  TWO BUCKETS
Two buckets will further improve the safety of 
your wash stage. One with your shampoo mix 
and one filled with just water. Add grit guards 
for extra safety. The idea here is after you’ve 
washed a section of your car, wash your mitt 
before dipping it back into your shampoo 
bucket. Use a dedicated pH neutral shampoo, 
not the dish washing soap from your kitchen. 
These tend to be high in salt and will quickly 
wash away a layer of wax.



Step 6 - DECONTAMINATION
Clay bars are awesome and so simple to use! 
But only use one when your car really needs it. 
Have you ever run your hand over your bonnet 
and it feels like sandpaper? Well a clay bar is 
a serious paintwork saver. The clay will lift up 
any embedded contaminants and make your 
paintwork feel like smooth glass. Essential 
before a polish. Try our Classiest Clay Bar.

Step 8 - WHICH WAX?
Both liquid wax and paste wax will do the 
same thing, it just comes down to which you 
prefer using. A wax will secure the shine you’ve 
created from polishing. A carnauba based 
wax will add an intense wet look to your paint. 
By this stage you should be looking at your 
car and admiring how good it looks. Apply 
sparingly. Often detailers over apply wax 
making it difficult to remove. Apply in small 
straight lines. Try our Epic Carnauba Wax.

Step 9 - MAINTAINING GLOSS
A gloss enhancing detailing spray like Ultralust 
is perfect for maintaining the finish you’ve 
just created with your wax. Let your wax settle 
before you apply the detailing spray. It’s also 
ideal to use when your car develops a very fine 
layer of dust. This safely removes the dust and 
adds gloss to your paintwork. You’ll also get a 
boost in protection.

Step 10 - INTERIOR
Use a brush to remove any dust sat in your 
air vents, on top of your steering shroud and 
door pockets. Vacuum away as you brush. 
A great interior dressing like Coconuts will 
instantly uplift your dash and trims, making 
driving your car a dream to sit in. Add an air 
freshener to your rear view mirror and spray 
some Envy Dark Cherry Air Freshener to 
finish your detail.

Step 7  - POLISHING
Polishing by hand can give you some 
stunning results, but a dedicated polishing 
machine will take your work to the next level.
An abrasive polish will remove any swirl 
marks in your paint, whilst a filler heavy polish 
will mask them. Either way your paint will be 
left gleaming. Take your time. Apply a panel at 
a time and don’t polish in direct sunlight.



TIP
Once you’ve finished rinsing the car, move 
the car back and forth on your driveway 
whilst also using your brakes. This will remove 
that unsightly orange layer from your brake 
discs that occurs when you wash your car.
Use a soft cotton bud to get into the areas  
your brushes can’t get to.



Earlier this month 
we managed to get 
some time with Katie 
McCord to talk cars, 
life and fun. Super 

easy to talk to, this lady 
knows cars and knows what 
she wants.  

QWhat do you enjoy 
doing in your spare 
time?

A I’m a beautician by 
trade which is quite 
girly, but I just love 

driving fast cars, shooting my 
shotgun at the range, baking 
and cross fit. I’m a girl with  
male-orientated hobbies but 

it doesn’t phase me to 
be honest.

QWhere did your 
interest in cars 
 come from?

A I was young when 
I lost my dad but I 
always remember he 

had Fords on our drive. My 
favourite being a white Escort 
XR3i. So when I turned 19 I 
bought myself this Mallard 
Green one with some money 
left for me in a trust fund. I’ve 
owned it for 16 years now!

QWhy an Escort 
Cosworth? 

A A friend had an Imperial 
Blue one with the reg 
plate A1 COS and I 

just fell in love. I thought the 
ultimate Cossie for me would 
be K15 COS. By chance this 
one came up for sale in Auto 
Trader, so I had to have it. I put 
a deposit on it without even 
seeing it, then a couple of 
days later I was officially the 
new owner and driving it away. 
People think it’s meant to say 
KISS COS, but I wanted 
it because to me it reads 
Katie’s Cos.

@miss_k15cos_mccord

CHAOTIC COSSIE
EXCLUSIVE INTERVIEW WITH KATIE McCORD: INSTAGRAM COSSIE LEGEND



QHow does it make you 
feel driving such a 
cool car?

A I just love the fact other 
people get so much 
enjoyment from seeing 

it. I’m not overly precious 
about it - it’s not a garage 
queen. I like to get it out and 
use it in all weathers! It brings 
a lot of pleasure and that really 
makes me happy.

QWhat’s your greatest 
memory in the Cossie? 

A There are far too many. 
The day I bought it, I 
drove it straight to the 

Essex RS Owners Club meet 
which was great. Saturday 
nights down in Southend, 
just hanging out with friends, 
having a tea and doughnuts 
and seeing the diversity of 
cars are good memories too. 
Regardless of what people 
drove, there was just love and 
positivity from everyone.

@miss_k15cos_mccord

“ He looked like 
I’d just ripped 
his balls off.”



QWhat reaction do you 
get from others when 
they realise the Cossie 

is yours?

A At a show one year, a 
woman approached it 
and was talking to me 

about how much she loved it . 
I told her to sit in it and enjoy it. 
She looked like she wanted to 
cry, she was so overwhelmed 
by it.  

Another time, my boyfriend 
at the time and I were walking 
back to the car, and he had the 
keys. A passer-by asked my 
boyfriend what it was like to 
own and he said “I don’t know, 
it’s hers” and passed me the 
keys. You should have seen 
the look on the guys face! He 
looked like I’d just ripped his 
balls off! (Big laughs from us 
and Katie)

QWhat do you love most 
about your Cossie? 

A I love the flared rear 
arches! The curves on 
the car are just fantastic 

and the back of the car just 
looks amazing.

QWhat’s next for the 
Cossie? 

A That’s top secret 
squirrel. It’s currently 
getting some work 

done which should be done 
in the next few weeks. I can’t 
wait to reveal the new look. 
It’s going to look very 
different! (Boy we’re intrigued)

QWhere can we expect 
to see you and the 
Cossie next?

A Ford Power Live on 
20th September at 
Brands Hatch if it can 

be finished in time. Can’t wait 
to get back to the shows 
after Covid.

@miss_k15cos_mccord

THECAR
ESCORT RS COSWORTH
ENGINE
Cosworth 2-litre 16v, large turbo 
engine, T34 roller bearing turbo, 
running 28psi, uprated injectors, 
high-flow air filter. 400bhp 
(estimated).

MODS
Currently: Morette twin 
headlights, RS500 front grilles, 
Cosworth whaletail added. 
Compomotive TH wheels.
More to come soon.

INTERIOR
Cosworth Lux leather interior, OMP 
alcantara steering wheel & Monte 
gear knob, Alpine head unit.

QAll the money in the 
world, what 3 cars 
would you go and buy 

tomorrow?

A A full rally prepped Audi 
Quattro S1. That would 
be my number one, 

followed by a yellow Lancia 
Delta Integrale and finally a 
Ferrari F40. I love iconic and 
rare cars, anything old.



THECAR
ESCORT RS COSWORTH

GLOSS ENHANCER
MAXIMUM IMPACT SHINE

AWESOME BENEFITS
• Quick application - Spray on and buff off
• Gloss enhancers give unrivalled gloss finish
• Adds protection

Ultralust Hybrid Detailing Spray
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for

10% OFF your first purchase 
with promo code GETSPLASHED


