
 

A petition to amend the Victorian Forestry Plan and retain 
Victoria’s connection with sustainable native timbers. 

The Victorian Government is dissecting Victoria’s connection with native timbers under the new Victorian 
Forestry Plan (VFP). The VFP will cease low-impact, selective, ecologically sustainable, value- adding timber 
harvesting for furniture and musical instruments, taking an extreme approach to the future of our forests.  

Contemporary ecologically sustainable timber harvesting is being blamed for detrimental ecological legacies 
of wildfire, past land clearing, invasive species and historical harvesting. However, contemporary practices 
are a valuable tool that creates mosaic disturbances – increasing species richness, biodiversity and 
ecosystem resilience.  

The Victorian Forestry Plan does not align with consistent independent expert advice from the Victorian 
Environmental Assessment Council, scientific understandings or community preferences. It also overlooks 
the diversity of harvesting methods that do not have issues of supply and do not conflict with wildlife 
protection.  

Victorians will lose a fundamental cultural connection in accessing timber from the bush, a connection as old 
as humanity.  

 

Action: Amend the Victorian Forestry Plan to provide for ecologically sustainable production of hardwood 
timber in state forests, with a focus on high value products and attain the Forest Stewardship Council (FSC) 
certification for all VicForests timber harvesting operations across Victoria. 

   
Sign the e-petition 

https://www.parliament.vic.gov.au/council/pet
itions/electronic-petitions/view-e-

petitions/details/12/419 

View the supporting document 

https://cdn.shopify.com/s/files/1/0480/2114/3
707/files/Petition_for_Instrument_Timbers_V1

.0_online.pdf?v=1638746548 

See and post photos 
#nativetimbersvictoria 

 

98% of the loss of Old Growth forest in Victoria is from 
wildfires. 

Timber harvesting impacts 0.7% of the area impacted 
by wildfires and fuel reduction every year, at just 0.04% 
of the public forest estate. 

The total area available and suitable for timber 
harvesting in Victoria is approximately 590,000ha - 
equivalent to 1/3 of the 2019/20 bushfire extent. 

Timber harvesting does not target old growth forest, 
focusing primarily on 80-year-old regrowth from the 
1939 wildfires. 

0.7% of old growth Wet Forest in the Central Highlands 
has been impacted by timber harvesting since 1964. 
Over 88% was impacted by the 1939 wildfires: in just 
one summer. 

No Australian mammals have become extinct due to 
timber harvesting. 


