
KEY LEARNING AREAS SKILLS/KNOWLEDGE COMPETENCIES COURSE 
LEVEL

OH & S First aid Attend a first aid course Basic
Attend a CPR cource Basic

Risk Assessment Be able to work safely in a market gardening 
environment

Basic

Do Fusion offer anything?
Organic Farming 
Principles

National Organic Standards Download a copy of the Standards Advanced

  Idendify the key areas addressed in the standards Advanced

        Soil Ecology Take soil samples for both gross analysis and 
detection of pollutants.

Basic

Understand how to read a soil analysis Basic
Work out the texture & nature of soils by 
conducting:
   Jar Test
   Ribbon Test
   Sodicity Test
   Shrinkage Test

Basic

Understand the roll of water, air & soil biology. 
Know how to assess soil structure

Advanced

Understand the  impoortance of Carbon & the 
Carbon Cycle

Advanced

Understand the major nutrients N, P & K and their 
role in plant growth

Advanced

Understanding the role of Ca, Mg and the 
importance of soil pH. Be able to conduct soil pH 
tests.

Advanced

Understand the importance of  trace elements 
and the best ways of sourcing them in an organic 
system 

Advanced

         Ecology of Organic Farmiing Understand why is it so important to feed the soil, 
not the plant.

Basic

              Understand  how much food production 
contributes to carbon emmissions and global 
warming

Basic

Realise the importance of choosing a farming 
system that will:
   work for you
   maximise productivity
   harness human resources
   reduce dependancy on fossile fuels

Advanced

Cmpost making Basic
Farming worms for sale and for castings Basic
Growing green manure crops Basic
Making manure teas & Bio-Fertilisers Basic
How to assess Bagged fertilisers/ammendments Basic

Enterprise Planning What to grow Advanced
How much to grow Advanced
Timing of Plantings Advanced
Record Keeping Advanced

Stepping Stone Farm Curriculum



Marketing Advanced
Market Garden Design Bed establishment & Management Design a market garden suitable for the land you 

expect to farm including:
   Bed size
   Block Size
   Paths & access roads
   Water reticulation

Advanced

Rotations Design simple rotations Advanced

Irrigation Sprinklers Basic
Drip Irrigation Basic
Manifolds Basic
Monitoring FullStop wetting fron detector Basic

Tensiometers Basic
Managing Organic Farms

        Using animals Advanced
      Preparing the ground
        for planting

Weed minimisation Using suppression tarps Basic

Flame weeding Basic
Cover crops Advanced
Timing Advanced

Powered Tillage: 
   

Know the basics of using a 4 wheeled tractor Advanced
Know how to use a 4 wheeled tractor:
   Disk Plough
   Rotary hoe & spader
   Flail mower
   Power harrow

Advanced 

Understand when to use raised beds and 
when it is more appropriate to work on 
the flat. 

Know the options for creating Raised Beds Basic

      Managing Plants
      Organically

Nursery Work:
   

Potting mixes
Containers -   198's, Winstrip 72'S & individual pots
Soil Blocking
Growing Micro Greens

Basic

Transplanting Spacing
Row marking
Hand planting
Paper pot Planters

Basic

Direct Seeding Broadcasting
Jang Seeders
Earthway Row Seeders 
Pin Point seeders

Basic

Dealing with weeds Know how to creat a stale seed bed Basic
Be able to explain ergonomics and how it pertains 
to using hand tools (and all farm work)

Basic

Use the following tools appropriately:
   Wheel hoes
   Long handled hoes
   Hand implements

Basic

Mulching Basic
Covers & Trellises High Tunnels Advanced

Low Tunnels Advanced



Horticultural covers:
   Differet plastics
   Shade Cloth
   Horiticultural fleece
   Insect netting
   Bird Netting

Advanced

Vertical Growing
   Stringing plants in a high tunnel
   Trellising options

Basic

Looking after tools and 
equipment

Routine Maintenance Tractors Advanced

Solar Batteries Advanced
Hand tools Oiling wooden handles Basic

Cleaning & sharpening Basic
Harvesting & Storage Tools & containers Basic

Timing Know how to pick, pack and store all the 
commonly grown vegetables

Basic

Controlling Temperature & humidity Basic
Business Management Labelling requirements Advanced

Basic Book keeping Advanced
Time Management Advanced
People Management Advanced

Enhancing Profitability Value adding Advanced
Organic Farming Certification & 
Conversion

Advanced


