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THE ARCTIC
July 9 to 16, 2024 
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Expedition cruise with special guests:
- A team of chefs from the renowned restaurant Club Chasse et Pêche, who will prepare a fine dining experience for us to enjoy at sea
- Explorer Bernard Voyer, who has reached the North Pole 
- A trio of exceptional musicians: André Moisan, Hélène Lemay and Jean Saulnier

A specially chartered cruise ship for the exclusive use of Cameleo clients 
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The Arctic is quite literally the top of the world. It’s a dream destination that only a few 
privileged people have the chance to visit every year. Whereas the South Pole is located on 
the Antarctic continent, the geographic North Pole is located on a constantly changing ice 
sheet in middle of the Arctic Ocean. Despite its lack of natural resources, the North Pole 
has long been coveted by many countries, as well as by adventurers keen on seeing the 
rugged beauty of this remote landscape.

Reaching the North Pole isn't easy, but there are routes to get there. Among them is 
Spitsbergen, an island with chiseled coasts in the Norwegian archipelago of Svalbard, our 
gateway to the North Pole. Located between the 74th and 81st parallels north, this island 
features magnificent fjords and spectacular glaciers that represent the best of the Arctic 
region. It is also the world's northernmost settlement.

We cordially invite you on a 7-day immersion in this surreal landscape aboard Le Lyrial, 
an exceptional cruise ship owned and operated by Ponant. We will be joined by the 
internationally renowned explorer Bernard Voyer, the first Canadian to have reached the 
Magnetic North Pole on his own and one of the few to have reached the geographic North 
Pole. The acclaimed Montreal restaurant Club Chasse et Pêche will prepare a memorable 
dinner at sea, with 5 of its team members travelling with us, including Claude Pelletier 
(executive chef), Olivier Larocque (chef de cuisine) and Hubert Marsolais (co-owner). We 
will also be joined by a trio of exceptional musicians, André Moisan, Hélène Lemay and 
Jean Saulnier, who will transform each discovery into a magical experience. Prepare for 
a contemplative yet active journey that transcends time as we come face-to-face with 
the primitive forces of nature. Ice floes, icebergs, wildlife, zodiac excursions, shows 
and educational lectures held inside and on the ship’s deck—the trip promises to be the 
ultimate conquest of the North.

The Top of the World – July 9 to 16, 2024

The Arctic

For nearly 20 years, Groupe Santé Caméléo has been creating and organizing exceptional 
continuing medical education events around the world, catering specifically to doctors 
living in French-speaking countries. In addition to being Quebec’s leading medical 
conference organizer, Cameleo is also a travel agency that plans unique trips that 
individual travellers could not organize on their own. 

This expedition cruise breaks from our usual offer in that there will not be any medical 
education sessions during the trip. The purpose of this adventure is simply to discover the 
magic that lies inside the Arctic Circle. The expedition meets all environmental protection 
requirements and will give you a highly privileged window into the pristine polar region, 
whose beauty lies in its power and fragility.

Following the unprecedented success of our Antarctic cruise in 2020, we are delighted to 
offer a similarly spectacular adventure to the Arctic.

Gabriel Boisjoly & Julien Martel

gabriel.boisjoly@CameleoMED.com 
julien.martel@CameleoMED.com
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Rates and
general information
Trip registration
If you have questions or would like to make a booking, please contact:
Josh Botelho at 1-800-590-5995 / josh.botelho@CameleoMED.com

Prices in CAD

Payment schedule
• $2,500/person deposit required upon reservation.
• A second payment of $5,000 per person will be charged on July 5, 2023.
• Final payment will be due on October 5, 2023.

Cancellation policy
• Free cancellation before July 4, 2023.
• The initial deposit and second payment are non-refundable starting July 5, 2023. An 

exception may be made if your reservation can be transferred to someone on the wait-
ing list; in such cases, a full refund will be issued.

• We can offer you trip cancellation and interruption insurance through Blue Cross.

xxxxxx

Optional extension

• Details and rates available by July 1, 2023

Segment 1
July 5 to 19, 2024

Segment 2
July 9 to 16, 2024

Rates (detailed description available on the next page)
Total for two people:
• Superior Stateroom with porthole (deck 3): $19,998
• Deluxe Stateroom with private balcony (deck 3): $23,338
• Prestige Stateroom with private balcony (deck 4): $25,338
• Prestige stateroom with private balcony (deck 5): $26,338
• Prestige stateroom with private balcony (deck 6): $27,998
• Deluxe Suite (deck 6): $34,588
• Prestige Suite (deck 5): $35,558
• Privilege Suite (deck 6): $36,558
• Grand Deluxe Suite (deck 6): $37,858
• Owner’s Suite (Deck 6): $49,858

Included:
• 7 nights aboard Le Lyrial, a Ponant ship
• All meals, including alcohol, beverages, coffee, etc.
• A fine-dining experience prepared by Club Chasse et Pêche
• All guided outings and zodiac excursions
• Admission to talks given by naturalist guides
• Opportunities to speak with explorer Bernard Voyer
• Assistance from naturalist guides
• Performances by the musical trio
• Assistance from the Cameleo CME team
• All local taxes
• A one-of-a-kind experience in the Arctic

Arctic Expedition Cruise – Spitsbergen

Oslo and Longyearbyen

An additional 0.35% is applicable for the Compensation Fund for Clients of Travel Agents.

Groupe Santé Caméléo is licensed in Quebec.
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Stateroom
descriptions

Superior Stateroom with porthole

Deluxe Stateroom with private 

• Stateroom size: 226 sq. ft.
• Private balcony size: no balcony
• Located on Deck 3
• Total for two people: $19,998
• Single occupancy: $14,499

Deluxe Stateroom
 Number available: 28

Superior Stateroom 
Number available: 8

• Stateroom size: 200 sq. ft.
• Private balcony size: 43 sq. ft.
• Located on Deck 3
• Total for two people: $23,338
• Single occupancy: $16,169

Prestige Stateroom with private Prestige Stateroom
 Number available: 72

• Stateroom size: 200 sq. ft.
• Private balcony size: 43 sq. ft.

Staterooms located on Deck 4
• Total for two people: $25,338
• Single occupancy: $17,169

Staterooms located on Deck 5
• Total for two people: $26,338
• Single occupancy: $17,669

Staterooms located on Deck 6
• Total for two people: $27,998
• Single occupancy: $18,499

Prestige Suites

Privilege Suites

• Stateroom size: 398 sq. ft.
• Private balcony size: 86 sq. ft.
• Located on Deck 5
• Total for two people: $35,558
• Single occupancy: $27,779

Privilege Suite
 Number available: 8

Prestige Suite
Number available: 11

• Stateroom size: 387 sq. ft.
• Private balcony size: 86 sq. ft.
• Located on Deck 6
• Total for two people: $36,558
• Single occupancy: $28,279
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Owner’s SuiteOwner’s Suite 
Number available: 1

• Stateroom size: 484 sq. ft.
• Private balcony size: 97 sq. ft.
• Located on deck 6
• Total for two people: $49,858
• Single occupancy: $34,929
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Deluxe Suites

• Stateroom size: 290 sq. ft.
• Private balcony size: 54 sq. ft.
• Located on Deck 6
• Total for two people: $34,598
• Single occupancy: $27,299

Deluxe Suite
 Number available: 3
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ICELAND

SUISSE

NORWAY

DENMARK

UNITED
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FINLAND

Summary itinerary 
Tuesday, July 9, 2024

- Embarkation at 5 p.m.
- Departure from Longyearbyen

Wednesday, July 10, 2024
- Hornsund Fjord

Thursday, July 11, 2024
- Bellsund Fjord

Friday, July 12, 2024
- The edge of the sea ice

Saturday, July 13, 2024
- Måkeøyane and Monacobreen

Sunday, July 14, 2024
- Raudfjorden / Smeerenburg

Monday, July 15, 2024
- Ny-Ålesund / Kongsfjorden (The King's Fjord)

Tuesday, July 16, 2024
- Disembarkation

Itinerary
• Guests will embark the ship at Longyearbyen, Norway, the northernmost city in the 

world. At the end of the expedition, we will disembark at the same place.
• This rate does not include the flight from Quebec to Norway. Participants may travel 

with the airline of their choice. If you’re interested in custom travel arrangements, 
please feel free to contact us.

• Flying from Oslo to Longyearbyen takes about 2 hours and 55 minutes.

Longyearbyen

S P I T Z B E R G

Kongsfjorden

Ny-Alesund

MakeoyaneGlacier 
de Monaco

Raudfjorden

Bellsund

Glacier Hon
Mer 
du Groenland

Smeerenburg
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Club Chasse & Pêche
Fine dining at sea

The acclaimed Montreal restaurant Club Chasse et Pêche will prepare 
a memorable dinner at sea, with 5 of its team members travelling with us, 
including Claude Pelletier (executive chef), Olivier Larocque (chef de cuisine) 
and Hubert Marsolais (co-owner).

Club Chasse et Pêche is one of Quebec's fine dining institutions. Although 
it manages to keep a relatively low profile, it's considered one of the best 
restaurants in the province. Those who know it keep coming back for the 
outstanding fish and game served with a local twist in a romantic lodge-style 
setting.

The renowned restaurant will create a unique dining experience for everyone 
on our cruise. The gastronomic experience will start on Deck 3, with appetizers, 
aperitifs and music. It promises to be a memorable soirée as we navigate 
between the breathtaking natural setting, the best of Montreal's food scene 
and the sheer thrill of it all.
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Bernard Voyer
Insights from a renowned explorer

Bernard Voyer’s passion for new discoveries was ignited at age six, when he 
received his first compass as a gift. The Rimouski native remembers wanting 
to see what lay across from his small hometown, on the other side of the St. 
Lawrence River. From there, it was a constant quest to go further and higher. 
A life of continuous adventure began in 1959 for the man who would become 
one of the world’s most internationally renowned explorers just a few decades 
later. Today, Bernard Voyer has more than thirty high-profile expeditions in 
his portfolio, including Mount Everest (8,850 metres), the South Pole (1,500 
kilometres of skiing, completed alone) and the magnetic and geographic North 
Poles. He has circled the world several times, climbing the highest mountains 
and seeking out the coldest and most inaccessible corners of the planet.

It is a great honour to welcome Bernard Voyer on board our 7-day expedition 
cruise. Voyer will enrich our journey with his personal stories and knowledge. 
This naturally warm and charismatic speaker will also provide a presentation 
on his achievements and experiences in the Arctic.
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Music and ice
Inspiration from a trio of exceptional musicians 

Our Arctic journey will be enhanced with a live soundtrack played by three 
prominent Quebec musicians: Hélène Lemay, a talented artistic director and 
jazz trombonist; André Moisan, an internationally recognized clarinetist, 
entertainer, teacher, soloist, chamber musician and member of the Montreal 
Symphony Orchestra (OSM); and Jean Saulnier, an internationally acclaimed 
pianist who has played with the OSM, the Quebec Symphony Orchestra, the 
Metropolitan Orchestra, the Rochester Philharmonic Orchestra and Montreal's 
I Musici ensemble. They will provide musical accompaniment throughout our 
expedition cruise. During our trip to Antarctica in 2020, Hélène and André 
performed on a moving ice floe, in what was a world first and a captivating 
moment for us all.

André Moisan et Hélène Lemay André Moisan et Hélène Lemay 
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We set sail from Longyearbyen, the world's 
northernmost regional capital and home to 
approximately 2,670 people. The colourful 
wooden houses dotting the landscape are 
the last indicators of human presence that 
you will see for the rest of the week.

Once aboard the ship or on zodiac excursions, 
you'll be struck by nature's powerful force 
as well as its inherent fragility. July's 
warmer weather cues the magical music 
of the thaw: cracking, rumbling, murmuring 
and fizzing. These sounds punctuate the 
silence of the polar desert.

The stunning views are defined by deep 
blue waters, glaciers, cliffs, immense 
fjords, vibrantly blue skies and fog. Due 
to the archipelago's sparse vegetation, 
Spitsbergen's remarkable geology is easily 
observable to the naked eye.

Svalbard is also home to majestic wildlife, 
including polar bears, Arctic foxes, Svalbard 
reindeer, walruses, bearded seals, harbour 
seals, northern fulmars, Arctic terns, 
kittiwakes, eiders, guillemots, blue whales, 
minke whales and orcas.

On land, the tundra is covered in moraine, a 
soft glacial till where only mosses, lichens 
and a few rare flowers manage to grow.

While the land may seem inhospitable, 
Svalbard reindeer, polar foxes and walruses 
thrive there, and the king of the Arctic—
the polar bear—is never far away. This is 
an opportunity like no other to practice 
your observation skills, though the team of 
naturalists aboard the ship will continually 
scan the horizon to make sure you get a front-
row seat to this incredible wildlife show.

Throughout the cruise, you'll learn about 
Spitsbergen's history of hunting, fishing, 
mining and polar exploration, and have the 
chance to explore Ny-Alesund.

Scientific activities
Every day, naturalists who specialize in 
polar regions will lead various observation 
activities and excursions.

Passengers can expect to spend hours on 
the deck marvelling at the breathtaking 
scenery. Zodiac expeditions will also be 
offered, giving you the chance to approach 
the shoreline and get a closer view of 
the powerful landscapes and impressive 
wildlife. You will also have the opportunity 
to hike on the island, where tundra, beach 
and glaciers await you. All activities, 
lectures and excursions are included.

The Arctic
Svalbard
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Longyearbyen, Spitsbergen
Our cruise will set sail from Longyearbyen, 
the world's northernmost regional capital. 
In July, temperatures reach a high of 9°C 
under the 24-hour sun. We will visit the 
Hornsund and Bellsund fjords, before sailing 
toward the ice pack.

Located on the main island of the Svalbard 
archipelago, where the mercury can dip 
to -40°C in winter, this mining town offers 
striking scenery. With pristine glaciers and 
rugged mountains as far as the eye, you’ll be 
humbled by the scale of the formations and 
surrounding waters.

Hornsund
As the most southern fjord of the Svalbard, 
Hornsund is known for its exceptional 
beauty. At the end of its immense bay, eight 
massive glaciers gradually descend toward 
the sea and give way to a series of icebergs 
drifting in the cold, mysterious waters.

Bellsund
Our ship will also visit the Bellsund fjord, 
following the tracks of the first explorers 
who came from Norway, or those of the 
numerous trappers who explored the area 
in search of game and other treasures. The 
arms of the fjord teem with wildlife and 
separate to form two green valleys.

The ice pack
Our captain will bring the ship as close 

as possible to the edge of the ice. If the 
weather and ice conditions permit, you'll 
have the chance to get even closer aboard a 
zodiac and spend a magical moment drifting 
among the sea ice. Birds, seals and polar 
bears await you here.

Makeoyane
Måkeøyane is a small archipelago in the 
heart of the Woodfjorden, whose name is 
a reference to ubiquitous driftwood that 
washes up on the beaches. The small 
islands are located at the intersection of the 
Bockfjorden and Liefdefjorden, which leads 
to the Monacobreen, one of Spitsbergen's 
most beautiful glaciers. Sailing through this 
stretch of water, you'll see Arctic terns, 
amazing migrants whose eggs sometimes 
attract polar bears.

Raudfjorden
In spring and early summer, access to this 
fjord is often blocked by the pack ice, before 
it begins to retreat from northwestern 
Spitsbergen. Raudfjorden ("red fjord") is 
named for the red sandstone found in its 
southern and eastern areas.

Smeerenburg
Smeerenburg was a Dutch whaling camp 
established in 1617. It served as a main 
base for fishing in the area. Over the next 45 
years, no less than eight companies tried to 
set up long-term posts there. But the natural 
resources were quickly depleted.

Magnificent fjords and glaciers
Spitsbergen

xxxxxx

Macareux Macareux 

HornsundHornsund

BellsundBellsund

RaudfjordenRaudfjorden



| 20 | Caméléo - Arctic 2024| 21 |

This, combined with the challenging living 
conditions, led to the station's closure in 
1660. Smeerenburg means "city of whale 
blubber" in Dutch.

NY-Alesund
Ny-Ålesund is the world's northernmost 
settlement. It's located in Kongsforden, 
at 79 degrees north, in the northwestern 
region of Spitsbergen. 

Once a mining town and exploration base, 
Ny-Ålesund has experienced significant 
changes since the late 1960s and is now 
primarily a scientific research station. 40 
residents from more than 10 different 
countries live there throughout the year.

Kongsfjorden
Kongsfjorden, the king's fjord, is an inlet
where sea water meets inland waters. The 
channel is flanked by the Kronebreen and 
Kongsvegen glaciers. The summer sunlight 
triggers a major phytoplankton bloom that 
attracts marine mammals and birds.

Weather conditions 
Our itinerary will be determined by 
meteorological conditions and opportunities. 
Excursions and scheduled stops are subject 
to last-minute changes, depending on what 
nature has in store. The crew will continually 
assess the weather and thickness of the 
ice pack to ensure we enjoy the finest that 
Svalbard has to offer.

Les Météores

Bonifacio

KongsfjordenKongsfjorden

NY-AlesundNY-Alesund



| 22 | Caméléo - Arctic 2024| 23 |

We will sail aboard Le Lyrial, the fourth ship in 
Ponant's Sisterships series. First introduced 
in 2015, Le Lyrial is an intimately sized cruise 
ship that can accommodate 244 passengers 
and 145 crew members. However, to comply 
with special regulations applicable in the Arctic 
and protect the environment, the number of 
passengers will be limited to 200.

Le Lyrial has 11 zodiacs, 6 decks, 122 
staterooms and suites with sea views, a hot tub 
and two restaurants. Its exterior and interior 
lines are sober and understated, giving the 
yacht a uniquely refined feel.

This superb and luxurious six-deck ship 
combines the best of Italian shipbuilding and 
French refinement. Inside this next generation 
yacht, refined materials set the tone for an 
elegant yet relaxing experience. The amenities 
include a theatre, gourmet restaurant, grill, bar, 
lounge, library, fitness centre, spa, recreation 
rooms and expansive outdoor decks offering 
unobstructed views of the polar landscape. The 
expedition cruise includes fine dining, alcohol 
and other beverages, talks by the team of 
naturalists and daily outings into the Arctic. For 
excursions, groups of 10 to 12 are transported 
on zodiac boats accompanied by naturalist 
guides.

Navigating an expedition cruise in the Arctic 
region is no easy task,  and can only be 
achieved with an experienced captain and 
team dedicated to ensuring the highest level 
of safety. Le Lyrial and its crew offer all of this.

Le Lyrial
Our ship
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