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2020 CWS All Victorian Mixed Dozen $309 (Value $350) 
 

Never has there been a more appropriate time to drink Victorian wine. 
 

From a temperamental growing season, to fierce bushfires sweeping across the state and the ongoing 

restaurant shut down; our beloved Victorian vignerons have been doing it tough.  Passionate, steadfast 

and tireless.  They soldier on and continue to delight with their pure expressions of vine and place.  
This is wine that's close to home and close to our hearts.    

 

In support of our esteemed local makers, growers and sellers, we’ve put together this selection for 

your enjoyment, showcasing some of our favourite Victorian wines.   
 

2015 Little Cathedral Blanc de Noir, Taggerty $32 
Blessed with high altitude and brisk mountain air, the foothills of the Cathedral Ranges are a 

perfect spot to grow pinot noir of complexity and nuance.  Lovingly tended by owners Madge 
Alexandra and Anna Pickworth, the fruit of this garden vineyard produces tiny quantities of 

quality sparkling, pinot and rosé each year.  With a slight blush, this bubbly looks as pretty as it 

tastes.  Delicate notes of strawberry, red apple and florals, give over to a cushion of brioche-
like sweetness, finishing dry and fresh.    
 

2019 Reed White Heart Riesling, Geelong $29 

Sierra Reed’s vast accumulation of international and antipodean experience seem too good to 

be true.  How has someone meaningfully wedged all this into one life? And the wines? Apart 
from bearing some of the most strikingly illustrated labels you’ve seen, they more than measure 

up. In White Heart, she takes Geelong riesling, channelling Germanic influences to build 
texture, weight and a perfect touch of richness to balance crisp acidity.  Engaging bottles to 

seek out regularly.    
 

2020 Schmölzer and Brown ‘Schatz’ Sylvaner, King Valley $33 

Admired high altitude, Beechworth farmer-producers Tessa Brown and Jeremy Schmölzer 
make truly compelling wines. From the Koombahla vineyard in King Valley’s upper reaches, 

comes this sylvaner love letter of Schatz and Schmölzer.  In German, schatz means darling, 

riffing on the name of grower John Darling.  In its native Germany, sylvaner is known for racy 
freshness, acidity and electric mouthfeel.  This bright young thing is no exception, it’s generous 

with green fruit, white florals, citrus and plenty of spark.   
 

2020 Harvest Moon Pinot Grigio, King Valley $19 
Perfectly varietal, perfectly picnic. Copper hued notes of pear, quince and citrus jump from the 

glass. This is no muss, no fuss, dry, refreshing, easy drinking wine for lighter-hearted times. 

Among alpine scenery and Italian heritage, the King Valley region is justly famed for quality 
pinot grigio and high acid sparklers. With vines drenched by day in sunshine, and cooled by 

crisp nights of mountain air, this grigio dances bright with acidity, nervy tension and freshness. 
 

2019 ‘1314’ Bannockburn Blanc, Geelong $26 
The wines of Geelong icon Bannockburn Vineyards are ideally sipped alongside one of life’s 

great pleasures - a delicious meal with friends.  This junior blanc has opulence and generous 

stone fruit flavours from chardonnay fermented in old French oak, herbal tones and texture 
from sauvignon fermented on skins, and a citrus lift owing to a riesling flourish. 
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2018 TarraWarra Chardonnay, Yarra Valley, VIC $29 

Forging their path as Yarra Valley icons since 1983, art patrons Marc and Eva Besen’s drive for 

quality has seen them weather chardonnay’s many Australian evolutions.  The makers of 
TarraWarra emphasise purity and freshness, with aromas of slate, peach and citrus fruit.  A 

persistent acid line interlaces with nutty notes and a pleasant richness.  This is a style that will 

appeal to all lovers of this noble grape.   
 

2019 Anti-Hero Shiraz Rose, Geelong $24 
Passionate about sustainable farming and clearly a Bowie fan, the twin loves of winemaker 

and owner James Thomas lend themselves superbly to great wine.  His two labels are 

Heroes and Anti-Hero.  ‘Heroes’ from his own vineyard in Deans Marsh and ‘Anti-Hero’ 
with fruit sourced from other quality Geelong area vineyards. This rosé is whole bunch 

pressed from 100% shiraz grapes. Delicate dark berries, orange peel, minerality and salty 

briny flavours make this blush deliciously moreish!  
 

2018 Garagiste Le Stagiaire Pinot Noir, Mornington Peninsula $31 

The Garagiste wines of the evergreen, ever cheeky Barnaby Flanders, beautifully express his 
love of Mornington’s sub-regions.  The multilayered variation in soil and aspect between each 

site provide him with the basis to build a stunning mosaic of wine.  Youthful and bright in 

colour, modestly including just 10% whole bunches, the Le Stagiaire expresses a presence of 
riper, plumper fruit. Fragrant with cranberry, dried flowers and a tight smack of spice, this is 

perfect for spring evenings in fine company.   
 

2019 Gembrook Village Pinot Noir, Yarra Valley $31 

Established in 1983 by his parents Ian and June, Andrew Marks ably balances the superb 
Gembrook fold with those of his own label, The Wanderer.  Not to forget his small talent for 

distilling with the much-loved Melbourne Gin Company.  Sourced predominantly from the cool 

Upper Yarra sub region, this pinot noir is beautifully red fruited, with spice and forest floor all 
singing in perfect harmony.    
 

2018 Monopole Shiraz, Heathcote $38 

From our in-house label Monopole this shiraz is made in partnership with Bress – a 

biodynamically farmed estate in Harcourt. Each year we head up the Calder Highway to make 
the final blend. Lifted violets and licorice root notes with a dark and spicy core.  Its chewy 

tannins remind you it’s an Aussie shiraz at heart and it’s a bottle we’re truly proud of.  
 

2017 Fairbank Cabernet Sauvignon/Merlot, Bendigo $27 

Lovingly made by the talented Melanie Chester at Sutton Grange organic farm, just outside of 
Bendigo.  Plush red plum and cranberry fruit, autumn leaves, herbal notes and savoury tannins 

bring this bold beauty together to make the perfect addition to your collection. Share with 

friends over a BBQ of grilled meats and nourishing salads.  You won’t regret it.   
 

2016 Fighting Gully Road Tempranillo, Beechworth $31 
The vineyard and grower guru for Brown Brothers for many years, Mark Walpole is a guy you 

want on your side.  Pairing his wisdom and know-how with the quiet efforts of long-time friend 

Adrian Rodda, Fighting Gully Road’s wine have never looked better! Inspired by more modern 
tempranillo expressions, fruit is matured in 50% French oak.  Gentle handling imparts aromas of 

cherry cola tied to luscious dark black fruit.  With its powdery tannins and a few years in 

bottle, this is well suited to drink alongside a decadent meal.   
 

 

Be well and drink well! ~ Ryan & Belinda 


