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In the early 20th century, the field of phenomenology – the study of phenomena or the way people experience things 
was founded as a philosophical movement. This exhibition emerges as a study of the phenomenology of black 
women, which considers the lived experiences of four black female artists by describing the structures of experience, 
in particular, consciousness, imagination, interaction, relationships, and the situatedness of the human subject in soci-
ety and history. In phenomenology, the ultimate source of all meaning and value is the experience of human beings.

Bringing together an international and multigenerational group of artists, Phenomenology of Black Women provides 
the viewer an untainted lens through which they can gain an understanding of the interrelationship of race, class, 
gender, and stratification from the perspectives and the existence of four black female artists living and working in 
South Africa and Nigeria. The artworks explore the basic internal structure of consciousness and other forms of ex-
perience by delivering a platform for black women to look more deeply into their reality and, from that sharing in 
growing consciousness, a consciousness not only for themselves but the viewers as well.

Drawing from the inspiration and groundbreaking work of Barbara Smith, a black feminist luminary and other Black 
feminist visionaries of the Combahee River Collective such as Beverly Smith, Demita Frazer, Cheryl Clarke, Akasha 
Hull, Margo Okazawa-Rey, Chirlane McCray, and Audre Lorde, this exhibition reiterates their famous slogan, “Until 
Black Women Are Free, None of Us Will Be Free”. This comes from their far-sighted understanding that if Black 
women were free, it would mean that everyone else would be free since the freedom of black women will necessitate 
the destruction of all systems of oppression, from political-economic systems of capitalism and imperialism as well 
as the patriarchy.

ABOUT THE EXHIBITION



CLAIRE IDERA

Claire Idera is a multidisciplinary 
artist based in Lagos, Nigeria. In 
her works, she explores notions 
of self in both our physical, and 
spiritual dimensions, while 
focusing on creating delicate 
representations of the African 
woman in a constant state of 
introspection.



She is fascinated by the idea of identity 
and the role growth plays in discovering it.

In a Clouds, 2021
Oil on canvas
69 x 61 cm



In a Fairytale, 2021
Oil on canvas
59 x 77 cm

In the Air, 2021
Oil on canvas
67 x 82 cm



She attempts to juxtapose physical and 
mental metamorphosis about the female 
being, sometimes dark and melancholic; 
other times bright and tinged with notes of 
sweetness, elegance, and wonder.

In the Dark, 2021
Oil on canvas
82 x 67 cm



DAMILOLA ONOSWOBO

Damilola Onosowobo Marcus is a Nigerian 
artist and designer. Her work reveals ques-
tions bordering on perceptions of reality and 
lived experiences. Her practice pulls together 
artistic configurations and reconceptualizes 
them within a modern cultural setting.



Untitled I, 2021
Oil on canvas
122 x 122 cm



Inspired by artists such as Njideka Akunyili Crosby and 
Anders Zorn, she does not see realism as an opportu-
nity to imitate reality, rather she sees it as a vehicle to 
interpret her experiences.

Untitled II, 2021
Oil on canvas
61 x 95 cm



LESEGO SEOKETSA

Lesego Seoketsa is a multidisci-
plinary artist from Springs, South 
Africa. Her work focuses on the 
themes of identity politics, intersec-
tionality in feminism, and social sys-
temic issues. Her inspiration comes 
from black liberation as well as 
social equality in post-modernity. 



LESEGO SEOKETSA

Ndlovu Street, 2021
Acrylic on Umbhaco (Xhosa traditional cotton fabric)

90 x 72 cm

Siya eDolobheni (We are going to town), 2021
Acrylic on Umbhaco (Xhosa traditional cotton fabric)

90 x 72 cm



Through her work and practice she 
engages her critical thinking on 
postmodernist theory, and what 
living in a postmodernist world 
means for equality and liberation 
among Africans, particularly black 
women. She addresses these 
themes, both from a theoretical per-
spective and a deeply personal one 
too. 

Church Hat, 2021
Acrylic & spray paint on canvas

74 x 58 cm 



Amacici V, 2021
Acrylic on canvas
40.3 x 40.3 cm

Amacici V,I 2021
Acrylic on canvas
50.6 x 50.6 cm



Nobuhle (Beautiful girl/woman), 2021
Acrylic on canvas

74 x 58 cm

Busisiwe (Blessed one), 2021
Acrylic & spray paint on canvas

74 x 58 cm



MUOFHE MANAVHELA

Muofhe Manavhela is a multi-disci-
plinary visual artist based in Johan-
nesburg. She uses her art as a 
medium for social commentary that 
explores the positioning of Black 
women in a world that perpetually 
underestimates them. 



Self-Pity, 2021
Acrylic on canvas

44 x 37 cm

Midnight Confessions, 2021
Acrylic on canvas

50 x 60 cm



Sister Party, 2021
Acrylic on canvas

60 x 90 cm



Her artworks deconstruct negative narratives surrounding 
black women through visually articulating themes of sexu-
ality, gender, race, and the body. She draws inspiration 
from her positionality and embodied experiences as a 
black woman by proactively reconstructing our perceptions 
about black womanhood. 

I put on all my jewellery just to stay at home, 2021
Acrylic on canvas

55 x 40 cm



ABOUT THE CURATOR

Nomaza Nongqunga Coupez
Founder & Director of UNDISCOVERED CANVAS
www.undiscovered-canvas.com

I was born in Ngqeleni, a little village, within the Eastern Cape, of 
South Africa. After studying Biomodical Technology at the Free 
State in the Central University of Technology, I worked in private 
laboratories like Pathcare and Ampath between 2003 – 2007, and 
later became a Medical Representative for Novonordisk, before 
moving to France in 2009, where I am a resident and married.

On arrival in France, I realised how the significance of culture as a 
vehicle to educate, empower, and give economical freedom to 
young persons, I also saw that African art and artists where not ad-
equately represented in Europe, and how that representation could 
be used to promote cross cultural understanding and improve the 
economic position of African artistes. This realisation drove me to 
establish Undiscovered Canvas an African Art promotion agency.

ABOUT THE CURATOR
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In an attempt to transpose the gender inequality that continues to 
persist in the art world, Four You gallery exclusively showcases the 
work of female artists. Four You Gallery is a travelling ven-
ue-by-appointment that showcases contemporary art. It o�ffers 
female artists a global audience, whilst allowing art enthusiasts to 
discover thoughtfully curated artworks produced by international 
talents.

Apparent is the lack of representation of female artists in galleries, 
as well as the exclusion of women from the mainstream art market. 
Four You gallery intends to provide a platform for the overlooked; 
o�ering a space that encourages cross-discipline dialogue led 
solely by women aiming to inflict change. 

Dedicated to the artist and regardless of their nationality, medium, 
or career-status, Four You hopes to celebrate, support and em-
power. Curated for you – whether a casual enthusiast or passion-
ate collector – we carefully select artists with distinct and bold 
styles. We wish to captivate and inspire, by casting the spotlight on 
stimulating women in art. 

ABOUT THE GALLERY


