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Introduction: About The Guild

Our aim is to promote the best in designer and applied contemporary crafts in Buckinghamshire, 
providing an all-year-round showcase and the opportunity to meet the makers, see demonstrations 
and learn about the process and artistic creative journey. 

Aims

To champion high quality contemporary crafts in Bucks.

To showcase the best of Bucks crafts.

To provide an exciting opportunity for professional designer-makers to exhibit and sell their work 
alongside other quality makers.

To provide education in the creative processes: through demonstrations, meeting the makers & 
through videos (online and in-store) inform and encourage understanding of the skills involved in 
creating the items on show.

To provide opportunities to promote work online and at quality fairs and through pop-up shops 
around Bucks and beyond.

Provide mentoring & support for emerging artists.

To inspire and educate. Makers who run workshops and classes will be welcome, and encouraged, to 
promote these in the Guild Shop.

Business Model

The Guild will be a Not-For-Profit Limited Company.  

Any profits generated will be re-invested in the promotion of the Guild and Guild members work.

The Guild is run by its members. 
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The Guild has a permanent Guild Shop open to the public, plus from time-to-time as agreed by 
members, additional shows and pop-up shops elsewhere.

The Guild Shop is staffed and run by the members.

Membership is by a selection panel of Guild Members and is limited by the available space in the 
Guild Shop. 

Members must be established makers with a professional attitude and outlook.

Accepted artforms include all forms of contemporary craft, including, but not limited to, ceramicists, 
glass artists, furniture makers, jewellers, artists working with metals, printmakers, textile artists, artists
working with wood or willow, artists working with organic or recycled materials, or mixed media, but
specifically excluding artists whose work is exclusively paintings, photographs or digital art.

All members can display work in the Guild Shop throughout the year and are responsible for ensuring
it represents the best of their current work and that the work displayed in the shop is refreshed 
regularly.

Members must commit to supplying work and to staffing the Guild Shop for a minimum of 2 half days
per month (or 1 full day).  

Where possible and practical, members will be expected to demonstrate in the Guild Shop.

Members will pay towards the costs of the Guild Shop on a sliding scale depending on the number of 
days they commit to staff the Guild Shop.

The Guild Shop will be staffed by two members at all times. Where possible at least one member will 
be demonstrating during opening hours.

The Guild will take a commission of 30% which will fund the overheads for the Guild Shop.  

Any surplus made is reinvested in running the Guild and promoting Guild Members work.  This 
includes marketing the Guild, and in putting on and promoting external events (craft events, pop-up 
shops, etc). 

The Guild is run as a democracy: members decide how any profits are reinvested and on any changes 
to the running of the Guild. One-member-one-vote.

Guild Shop opening days & times: Tues-Sat 10am to 4pm. Sundays 12noon to 4pm. Closed Mondays 
(except Bank Holidays by prior agreement with members).

Date launched:  26 October 2017 
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Buckinghamshire Craft Guild Membership Application Guidance Notes

Applications are welcome for The Buckinghamshire Craft Guild. These can be made at any point 

during the year but the selection panel will only review applications when they meet.  The selection 

panel will meet at least once a year. 

Applications should preferably be made by email, but if this is not possible then we will also accept 

applications by post. Please read the details below before applying.

Please note: there is a non-refundable application fee of £15 and for successful applicants there is an 

annual membership fee starting at £100 per annum (see Appendix for membership package details).

Membership criteria

The Buckinghamshire Craft Guild accepts applications from established makers living in, or near, 

Buckinghamshire.  Please read the guidance below carefully before applying to ensure that you meet 

our membership criteria.

1. Applicants must be currently living or working in Buckinghamshire, or its environs. 

2. Work must be high-quality, contemporary and design-led

3. Work must be predominantly hand-crafted or of a one-off nature if manufactured.

4. Accepted artforms include all forms of contemporary craft, including, but not limited to, 

ceramics, glass, furniture, jewellery, metal, printmaking, textiles, wood or willow, organic or 

recycled materials, mixed media, but specifically excluding work that is exclusively paintings, 

photographs or digital art. We do not allow industrial reproductions and prints need to be 

original.

5. The maker must demonstrate that they have an established reputation and a professional 

approach to their work.
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6. The Guild Shop is run by Members, with demonstrations for visitors; applicants must be able to

staff the shop for a minimum of a day a month (including occasional Sundays), be happy to 

deal with the public and be able to sell their own and other member’s work, and to offer 

demonstrations. Guidance on sales and gallery procedures will be provided.

7. Preference will be given to makers who show enthusiasm for the Guild and its aims and who 

are able to promote and support the Guild.

The number of members is currently limited by the available space in the Guild Shop.

Membership benefits

All Guild Members benefit from being able to showcase their work and offer it for sale in the Guild’s 

permanent shop at Layby Farm in Stoke Mandeville, on the online shop (currently being developed), 

and any future offsite shows and events that the Guild may choose to take part in.  It is also a great 

opportunity to meet other artists and makers, and promote yourself as a member of The 

Buckinghamshire Craft Guild.
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Application process

Application is a two step process :-

Step 1: Complete and return an Application form via email (preferably or post if email is not 

possible). The Application Form is available to download on our web site – 

www.buckinghamshirecraftguild.co.uk or hard copies are available from the Guild shop. There will 

be an initial shortlisting process (by the Guild coordinators on the basis of the application details 

supplied) and shortlisted applicants will be invited to an interview in person with the selection 

panel. Applicants will be notified by email or phone.

Step 2: Interview Panel. Shortlisted applicants will be invited to an interview with The Guild 

Selection panel which will consist of between 3 to 5 Guild Members cross-discipline, including 

where possible a member working in the same medium as yourself. You will be asked to bring in 

some pieces of work for the panel to see.  Successful applicants will then by invited to join the 

Guild, at which point the Membership Fee will be payable (from £100 per annum - the fee payable 

varies according to how many days you are able to staff the Guild Shop – details follow below). 

Unsuccessful applicants will be notified by email or by phone. Please note that while we will 

endeavour to supply feedback on the panel’s decision, the Selection panel’s decision is final.

Please note: there is a non-refundable application fee of £15
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Appendix 

Membership Packages

3 different packages depending on the number of days per month you would like to staff the Guild 

Shop.

Opening hours : 10am to 4pm. Tuesday to Sat, 12noon to 4pm Sundays (closed Mondays)

Members must be able to work occasional Sundays.  

Number of days in
Shop Per Month

Annual Membership
Fee (payable annually

in advance)
Commission on Sales

Package One 1 £ 275 per annum
(£22.92 per month)

30%

Package Two 2 
(2 full days or 4 x half

days)

£ 150 per annum
(£12.50 per month) 30%

Package Three 4
(1 day per week or 2
half days per week)

£ 100 per annum
(£8.33 per month) 30%
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Buckinghamshire Craft Guild Membership Application

Applications can be made by post to the address below or by email to info@buckinghamshirecraftguild.co.uk 

(please ensure that you do not exceed a maximum of 5 MB per e-mail - you might have to send several e-mails) 

Please read the Application Guidance notes before completing your application.

Please tick to indicate you have included all the following: 

(via email, DropBox or WeTransfer or on a Memory Stick.

We do not return applications (including Memory Sticks) unless you enclose a stamped, addressed envelope with your application, in

which case please tick this box:  

(non-refundable)

(cheques made payable to The Buckinghamshire Craft Guild, or please phone us to make a card 

payment – 01296 821218)

First Name:

Surname:

Craft Category:

Address:

Telephone No(s):
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Application form including image caption sheet

6-10 jpeg images

Artist’s statement and information regarding processes used in production of work

Artist’s CV or details of experience/training 

£15 application fee



Email:

Website:

Facebook :

Instagram :

How long have you been a practicing maker?:

Where did you train and/or what relevant qualifications do you have?

How many days per month would you be available to work and demonstrate in the Guild Shop? (you 

are required to staff the shop a min of 1 day per month up to 4 days per month, see the Guidance 

document for full details): 

Apart from holidays, etc, are there are any days of the week that you are definitely unavailable?

How did you hear about The Buckinghamshire Craft Guild?:

NOTES:

Please ensure you have included the additional information requested in addition to this application form – see

the checklist above for details. These details form an essential part of the application, and applications cannot 

be considered without them. Please contact us on info@buckinghamshirecraftguild.co.uk  or 01296 821218 

before applying if you have any queries.

There is a non-refundable application fee of £15.  
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SUBMISSION OF IMAGES FOR MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION
6 to a maximum of 10 good quality digital images (jpegs) should be submitted, with each image 

numbered in relation to the list below. Ideally all these images will include detail as well as full pieces.

If any elements of your work are bought in or made by others, please indicate any outsourced or 

bought-in elements in the description sections below.

Surname :

Firstname :

Craft :

1. Title : 

Description of work (Materials, Techniques, Dimensions) :

Date made (year) :       Retail Price: 

2. Title : 

Description of work (Materials, Techniques, Dimensions) :

Date made (year) :       Retail Price: 
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3. Title : 

Description of work (Materials, Techniques, Dimensions) :

Date made (year) :       Retail Price: 

4. Title : 

Description of work (Materials, Techniques, Dimensions) :

Date made (year) :       Retail Price: 

5. Title : 

Description of work (Materials, Techniques, Dimensions) :

Date made (year) :       Retail Price: 

6. Title : 

Description of work (Materials, Techniques, Dimensions) :
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Date made (year) :       Retail Price: 
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7. Title : 

Description of work (Materials, Techniques, Dimensions) :

Date made (year) :       Retail Price: 

8. Title : 

Description of work (Materials, Techniques, Dimensions) :

Date made (year) :       Retail Price: 

9. Title : 

Description of work (Materials, Techniques, Dimensions) :

Date made (year) :       Retail Price: 

10. Title : 

Description of work (Materials, Techniques, Dimensions) :

Date made (year) :       Retail Price: 
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