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Companion Cards for the Evolving Soul 

 

20. Padlock   

 

Attribute: The card of stillness 

 

General Meaning: A necessary pause, taking time out, barrier, 

obstacles, delays 

 

Soul Goal: To pause for contemplation and identify the key for moving 

forward. 

 

 

A Padlock can act as an immediate obstacle that restricts access to a pathway. It can cause a 

standstill, a delay or a change in direction. If the decision is made to persist beyond the Padlock, there 

is usually a need to stop and figure out the best course of action; is there a key that can be located 

and if so, where? Is it essential to find some bolt cutters, can the lock be picked and would it help to 

gain the assistance of someone else? Whatever the decision, problem solving and a necessary pause 

is required.  

Sometimes it can appear that access is being denied by the Padlock permanently. Therefore, part of 

the internal thought process may involve questioning whether the object on the other side is worth the 

overwhelming effort to breach the boundary. Perhaps access is being denied for a good reason. 

Sometimes we may think we’re on the right path, but too many obstacles, barriers and delays could 

be sending a clear “wrong way, go back” signal. Like stopping at a crossroad, contemplation may be 

required to determine the best course of action for continuing. 

Advice  

If the Padlock appears in your reading, you may have found yourself at a stopping point where you 

need to take a necessary pause. Perhaps a deep contemplation is required to assist with decision-

making. Consider blocking out all external noise and influence, don’t force any decisions and instead, 

spend some quiet time and allow the answers to come to you. Whether it’s a deep meditation, time at 

the beach or in a forest, choose an environment that brings you peace. The less you’re affected by 

mind-clutter, the more you’ll be able to hear your solution.  

Think carefully about whether you should be trying to proceed along a path if despite all previous 

efforts, the obstacles have been ongoing. It may be that you need to stop trying so hard and instead, 

progress in another direction. Either way, just as a padlock can be opened with a key, a solution will 

become available to you soon. 


