Fluid focus — just add water...

Exhibition traces
Carter's evolution
1n p]:]r::-t@rgrap]:n,r

rogress is the hallmark of any
artist worth their salt.
Toomany accomplished and tal-
ented practitioners find a win-
ning formula then rest on thelr laurels,
reproducing varations on a lucative

There is a reason we are attracted lo
people invested in development, who
refusa to accept their cinrent state as thedr
final form.

Taken as a whale, Wave Function
exposes the process of photographic artist
Cathy Carter, from figurative to abstrac-
fion, as she explores the Anthropocene
environment with a fluid focus on the
nahure of water,

It's a theme that resonates in the gal-
lery's location of Havelock North, Though
it ocourred more than hall a decade ago,
the cutbreak of campvlobacter in the
town forced residents to stomach the grim
reality of man’s impact cn water and land.

The tiptych formula fits, as Carler,
aided by sympathatic curation from the
crew at Muse, takes the viewer by the
hand, leading them on a journey from her
most accessible worls through to those
which pose a more visual and philosophi-
cal challenge,

The gallery window is dominated by -

Waimarama Bathers, Gala, 2021, a superla-
tive piece documentng surfers and
bathers in various stages of action

Though taken as a candid snapshot
from shore, the balanced composition of
the piece speaks to the artist’s adroit eye.
Strata of wave and shky divide the land-
scape crealing disaete plains for figures
each engaged in their own communion
with the ocean

Were we to continue the triptych motif,
the cenlral panel in cur jowmey is cccu-
pied by crisp studies of water in motion,
from the radial dpple and dreamy clouds
of Cerulean Seas 2021, through to the
regular golden waves of Amber Ripples
2021, to Ihe three White Wash circular
aerial images of the ocean in flus

Though these are ostensibly focused

Cathy Cartexr's Wave
Function
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on [Muid, Carter doas not let us forget that
photography, as is all visual art, is prim-
arily an inquiry in light The way she
caplures the complex interplay betweaen

these disparate elements speaks 1o Lhe
marriage of art and scence.

All of this leads us neatly to our meta-
phorical third panel, feals of seemingly
pure abstraction, their source material
opaque toall but the imagination. Two sets
of Psychedelic Waves and a Chromaflic
Island chart the artist's progress towards
the mmultiple meanings of the eponymons
Wave Function.

As templing as it is to disappear into
a fractal-shaped rabbit hole of musings on
meaning, it would be remiss to deny the
arresting aesthetic of the work. It is wmi-
versally vibrant, alluding lo an augmented

Cathy Carter's exhibition,
Wave Fumction, is on now at
Muse Art Gallery In
Havelock North.
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reality inimitably appealing.

There is emaotion in the colour paletle,
from the moody blues of the ocean, to the
glowing vellow joy of Amber Ripples 2021,
ta the manic rainbow huminescence of the
ahbstract pieces. The quality of the worl
is reflected in the quality of the materials,
from the paper and ink to the glass to the
selective led backlighling, impossible to
fully appreciate unless in its physical
Presence.,

In person, the work holds nuances
incapable of being reproduced on a
screen, a rare gift for the increasingly
digital age.
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