
 

 

 

Teaching Notes: Lillian The Tiriki Girl 
 

Author: Lillian Shirayar Mangʹongʹo | Illustrator: Monica Paola Rodriguez  
 

Teaching Notes prepared by Teacher Librarian, Christina Wheeler 
 
 

Synopsis: 
 
In this story, young readers are invited on an adventure with Lillian, a young Tiriki 
girl from Kenya. Set in the small city of Eldoret, Lillian shares her experiences of 
family, school and visiting her grandmother’s farm during school holidays.  
 
Beautiful illustrations, together with the inclusion of Kenyan culture and Swahili 
language, create a text that evokes rich discussion, understanding and respect for 
world cultures. Children will genuinely relate to Lillian, making connections 
between her life and theirs, while appreciating unique Kenyan ways of life. 
  
Themes:  
 
● Kenya 
● School 
● Family 
● Grandmothers 
● Respect 
● Adventure  

 
Writing Style: 
 
Lillian: The Tiriki Girl is written in first person, present tense. It introduces young 
readers to everyday life in Kenya. Set in the small city of Eldoret, Lillian shares details 
of her school, family and homelife. When Lillian’s family travels to the country to 
spend the school holidays at their grandmother’s farm, we experience a Kenya in 
which there is no running water or electricity, a place where everyone helps one 
another and many adventures are enjoyed. This highlights that traditional ways of 
life are as important and relevant as modern, urban lifestyles. The inclusion of 
Swahili language further enriches the text. Developed to nurture international-
mindedness, respect and empathy for world cultures, children will delight in the 
adventures of Lillian and her family.  
 
 



 

 

 
 
Study Notes: 
 

● Before reading Lillian: The Tiriki Girl, look carefully at the front cover. What 
predictions can you make about the story? Where might it be set? What clues 
give you these ideas? 

● The written text begins, ‘I live in a place where the sky is blue and the air is 
dusty.’ With a partner, discuss how Lillian’s hometown is similar to or 
different from your own.  

● How are Lillian’s school days like yours? What are your favourite subjects at 
school? Why does Lillian love Physical Education so much? What does she 
learn at school that is different from you?  

● How can we learn more about Lillian’s character traits from her body 
language? How do we know when she is feeling happy, excited or nervous? 
How do illustrations tell us more about characters? 

● In the role of Lillian, write a letter to a friend back in Eldoret from your 
grandmother’s farm. Share details about your daily chores, the food you’ve 
helped prepare and the family time spent together. 

● When at the farm, Lillian’s grandmother tells stories to the children. Why are 
these stories so important? Does your family share stories in this way? What 
role do stories play in passing cultural identity to younger generations? 
Discuss.  

● In the role of one of Lillian’s siblings, write about your adventures on your 
grandmother’s farm. What adventures do you have when visiting your 
grandparents’ home? Share with a friend.  

● Draw a diagonal line from corner to corner on an A3 piece of paper. On one 
side of the line, add drawings, words and images to depict life in Eldoret. On 
the other half, do the same about the farm. Compare these two settings.  

● Use Google Earth to explore Eldoret. How does Lillian’s description compare 
with the online images? 

● As you read the text, take note of the words that are underlined. Add these 
words to a class Word Wall. Discuss the Swahili language included and the 
meanings of these words. Invite students from your class who speak different 
languages to add related words from their mother tongue as well.  

● On certain page openings, such as break time at school and when travelling on 
a matatu, some of the written text has been formatted differently (eg ‘on my 
head’, ‘when I grow up, I will too’, ‘it takes us all day to get there!’) Why do you 
think this is?  

 



 

 

 

● Discuss the importance of ‘reading pictures’ as well as the written text to fully 
understand the narrative. Discuss the role of illustrations in conveying 
meaning. 

● Lillian has adventures with her brother and sisters. What adventures do you 
have with your siblings? Share in a reflection.  

● Eldoret is called the ‘Home of Champions’. Find out more about the athlete on 
the billboard, Martin Lel. How might he be a role model for children like 
Lillian? 

● Which is your favourite page opening of Lillian: The Tiriki Girl. Why is this your 
favourite? Share with a friend.  

● How is your life similar to and different from Lillian’s? Use a graphic organiser 
such as a Venn diagram to show your thinking.  

● In what ways in this a story about family?  

● What role does Lillian’s grandmother play in her life? What role do your 
grandparents play in yours?  

● Write to Lillian to tell her about your school.  

● In groups of three, take turns to role-play being the author of this book. Sit in 
the ‘Author’s Chair’. Explain why you wrote this book and what you hope 
readers will gain from it. Others in the group can also ask you questions about 
the story. Swap roles so that each group member has a turn in the ‘Author’s 
Chair’.  

● Using a site such as National Geographic Kids, find out more about Kenya. 
Create a brochure or poster to share your learning. 
https://www.natgeokids.com/au/discover/geography/countries/country-fact-
file-kenya/  

● Locate Kenya and Eldoret on both a world map and a map of Africa. Also, 
locate your country and hometown on the world map.  

● What have you learnt about life in Kenya from Lillian: The Tiriki Girl? Share 
with a friend. 

● Use Retelling Talking Strips to tell your friend about this story. 

 
First… Next… After that… Finally… 

 


