
 
 

 
 
 
 

  

 
 
 

 

 
 

 

   
 

 
 

 

  
 

  
 
 

 

  

 
 

April - June 2021 0116 497 1233 

Spring has sprung, and the world feels a lot more positive since our last issue. 
Whether you’re staying in or making the most of getting out again, we have 
plenty of new audio and large print books to take you into the summer. 
In January we announced our partnership with Orenda, and we’re excited to share our frst releases with you. 
Norway, Germany, Africa, Canada – you can travel around the world with Orenda. The Coral Bride has been 
longlisted for a CWA Dagger and the latest instalment in the Six Stories podcast series is not to be missed. Two 
Orenda titles particularly close to our hearts though are Katie Allen’s debut novel and This is How We Are Human 
by Louise Beech. Both will stay with you long after you’ve fnished listening. 

There’s lots to look forward to from Isis this spring. If you’re looking for feel-good listens, take a trip to Wynbridge 
with Heidi Swain, or jump back in time with Katie Fforde. We also have a new instalment in the Rosie Strange 
series from Syd Moore. Exciting new voices to look out for include Kirsten Hesketh with Another Us, and 
Awais Khan’s In the Company of Strangers. 

Moving on to Soundings, there’s the frst in a new series from Jim Eldridge. If you enjoy the Museum Mysteries, 
you’ll love Murder at the Ritz, a stylish wartime whodunnit introducing Inspector Coburg. There are also new British 
Library Crime Classics and sagas from Glenda Young and Maisie Thomas as well. 

The family sagas continue from Magna with new outings from series favourites Nancy Revell and Jenny Holmes. 
We’re also thrilled to welcome Poppy Cooper to our list. The Post Ofce Girls follows 18-year-old Beth as she 
joins the Army Post Ofce’s new Home Depot at the start of WW1. 

Fans of Cathy Bramley and Jenny Colgan will love Annie Robertson, a new voice on our Oakhill imprint. 
The Guesthouse at Lobster Bay is an escapist romance, set in a charming fshing village on the Scottish coast, and is 
the frst in a new series, with a festive instalment to follow later in the year. 

You can escape to Australia and New Zealand with Aurora. Lainie Anderson’s Long Flight Home sees an air 
mechanic compete in the world’s most audacious air race. And don’t miss the latest nail-biting thriller from L.A. 
Larkin. 

Boldwood have welcomed Maddie Please to their list. The Old Ducks’ Club is out next month and celebrates 
growing old disgracefully! And fans of Call the Midwife will love the new series from Jo Bartlett, set in Cornwall, 
with community and friendship at its heart. We’ve also included some handy audio gift ideas for Father’s Day on 
20th June, including new non-fction from Boldwood. 

COMPLETE AND UNABRIDGED AUDIOBOOKS 

FREE DELIVERY 
over £50 

Please note that for delivery in time for Father’s Day, 
all orders must be received by 14th June 2021. 

thereadinghouse.co.uk 

https://thereadinghouse.co.uk


 

 
 

  
  

 

 

 

 The Reading House 

INTRODUCING ANNIE ROBERTSON 

Annie Robertson trained in London 

What 

as a classical musician, then 
worked as an assistant for an 
Oscar winner, an acclaimed artist, 
a PR mogul and a Beatle. After 
several years of running errands 
for the rich and famous, she went 
to medical school where, hiding 
novels in anatomy textbooks, she 
discovered her true passion for 
writing, and went on to complete 
a Creative Writing MA with 
distinction. Annie now lives back 
home in Scotland. 

are the key 
ingredients for a 
romance novel? 
I love an idyllic setting, 
good friends who aren’t 
afraid to tell it like it 
is, a female lead who 
knows what she wants, 
and a man who’s full 
of intrigue and charm. 

What inspired the story behind 
The Guesthouse at Lobster Bay? 
The story is inspired by my own experience 
of running a guesthouse with my husband 
in a beautiful Scottish village, but it also 
draws on my love of dogs. A few months 
before I started drafting the book, I was 
listening to Radio 2 in the car and heard a 
segment on heroic dogs, it really gave me 
the impetus to put a dog at the heart of the 
book. I also love Not Just For Christmas by 
Natalie Cox which inspired me to create 
my own doggy tale. 

Introduce us to Emma. 
At the very start of the novel Emma 
witnesses a traumatic event, which pushes 
her to make some major changes in her 
life. Looking for a fresh start she decides 
to leave London and buys a rundown 
guesthouse in Scotland. Not only does 
she have the task of getting the house up 
and running for guests within a month, 

she also has to battle: a very large dog 
that the previous owner left behind, her 
own demons, and the irritable, if rather 
handsome, man next door.  

Tell us about Lobster Bay. Is it 
based on anywhere we know? 
Lobster Bay is like a Scottish version of 
the iconic Cornish fshing villages. Tiny 
houses cling to the cliffs, the beaches are 
clean, the water clear, and at its heart is a 
close-knit community. It’s based loosely on 
the cluster of villages where I grew up – I 
pinched a little jewel from each to form 
Lobster Bay. 

How important are libraries for an 
author? 
Libraries are hugely important to authors. 
They provide access to books for all, 
regardless of means, they enable authors 
to reach out to readers they might 
otherwise not have reached, and they 
enable interaction between authors and 
readers through local talks and events. 

What are you working on next? 
I’m currently working on the sequel to 
The Guesthouse at Lobster Bay, due to be 
released at the end of 2021. Who doesn’t 
love a Christmas romance?! 

STUDIO NEWS 

2 

We’ve had so much fun recording the frst Orenda titles as part of 
our new partnership. We welcomed author Matt Wesolowski to 

the studios to record a cameo in his latest Six Stories book Deity. 

And here’s Imogen Church recording from her home studio. Imogen 
is one of two voices behind Simone Buchholz’s Hotel Cartagena. 



 

  

  

  

 
 

 
 

  

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 
  

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

FAMILY SAGA The Reading House 

ROSIE CLARKE 
NELLIE’S HEARTBREAK 
Abandoned and sent into service at Beaumont 
House at an early age, Nellie is lost and alone until 
she falls in love in the unpredictable and reclusive 
artist, Lucas Harrington. Broken promises lead to 
inevitable heartbreak and Nellie fees Beaumont 
House in disgrace for London. Alone again, Nellie 
must learn to live and fend for herself and her 
newborn child. 

Read by Emma Swan 
May 2021 
12hrs 35mins £31.49 

POPPY COOPER 
THE POST OFFICE GIRLS 
1915. No longer able to stand working in her parents’ 
village shop, Beth applies to join the Army Post 
Offce’s new Home Depot . Beth is thrilled to be a 
crucial part of the war effort and soon makes new 
friends and meets the handsome James. But just 
as she begins to feel that her life has fnally begun, 
everything starts falling apart… 

Read by Jess Nesling 
June 2021 
10hrs 20mins £29.49 

GRACIE HART 
GIN PALACE GIRL 
After being orphaned as a child, Mary is taken in 
by her mother’s friend. When her stepfather takes 
too much of an interest in Mary, she is forced to 
leave and work as a barmaid. She catches the eye 
of William Winfeld, the owner of a glamorous new 
hotel. But will she ever be good enough for a man 
like William? 

Read by Colleen Prendergast 
April 2021 
7hrs 40mins £28.49 

JENNY HOLMES 
THE AIR RAID GIRLS 
May 1941. Three young women join the war effort 
during the Yorkshire Blitz. As they face a baptism 
of fre: the shock of night shifts during blackout, 
bombing raids and the destruction of their previously 
orderly world, can their fghting spirit stand up to the 
realities of modern warfare? 

Read by Anne Dover 
May 2021 
10hrs 25mins £29.49 

ANNA JACOBS NANCY REVELL 
A VALLEY DREAM THE SHIPYARD GIRLS ON 
1935. At 36, Bella Porter is dependent on her abusive THE HOME FRONT 
cousin, Thomas. But then a kind relative leaves her 
a house in the village of Backshaw Moss. She meets 
struggling, widowed father-of-three Ryan. But when 
Thomas follows her, not only is Bella’s new found 
happiness threatened but also her life. Can her new 
friends help her fnally achieve her valley dream? 

1943. Gloria is reunited with her sweetheart Jack. 
Rosie’s squad of welders must work gruelling hours 
in the yard as they prepare for the Allied invasion of 
Normandy. Meanwhile welder Dorothy has a feeling 
that her beau Toby is planning to pop the question. 
But it seems that her head is being turned by 

Read by Julia Franklin someone closer to home… 

June 2021 Read by Janine Birkett 
10hrs 35mins £30.49 April 2021 

12hrs 25mins £30.49 

SHEILA RILEY ELAINE ROBERTS 
THE MERSEY MISTRESS THE WEST END GIRLS 
1910. When tragedy strikes, Ruby and Archie 1914. Annie Cradwell has always dreamt of singing 
take matters into their own hands when a trusted on stage. When she hears her friend Joyce has a 
employee’s house is mysteriously engulfed by fames room to spare in London, she sets off with best friend 
and lives are lost. Ruby welcomes heartbroken Rose for an adventure. They stumble into jobs at The 
16-year-old Anna Cassidy into her home but Anna’s Lyceum Theatre. Then, the musical director, Matthew 
brother is sent by the Church to Canada as a Homeboy. Harris, offers Annie singing lessons. Could this be 
Can these two children ever be reunited? her chance? 

Read by Julie Maisey Read by Julie Maisey 
April 2021 May 2021 
8hrs 30mins £27.49 10hrs 55mins £30.49 

MAISIE THOMAS GLENDA YOUNG 
THE RAILWAY GIRLS IN LOVE THE MINER’S LASS 
Life as a railway girl is busy but as war rages on and A life of poverty in a cramped pit cottage is all that 
air raids disrupt daily life, the women realise they 17-year-old Ruby Dinsdale has known. Even with her 
need each other more than ever, especially when father and younger brother working at the coal mine, 
there might be wedding bells on the horizon. money is tight. The small contribution Ruby makes 

Read by Julia Franklin 
from her job at the local pub makes all the difference. 
But then Ruby is sacked, and the family’s challenges 

May 2021 are greater than ever. 
11hrs 35mins £30.49 

Read by Janine Birkett 
June 2021 
10hrs 10mins £28.49 
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The Reading House GENERAL FICTION 

LAINIE ANDERSON JO BARTLETT 
LONG FLIGHT HOME THE CORNISH MIDWIFE 
The First World War is over and air mechanic Wally Ella Mehenick left the small Cornish town of Port 
Shiers has promised to return home to his fancée, Agnes for London and never looked back. But when 
Helena Alford. But pilot Ross Smith invites him to her seemingly perfect life crashes down around her, 
compete in the world’s most audacious air race. A there’s only one place she can heal. Ella is quickly 
£10,000 prize has been offered for the frst airmen welcomed into the small community and loves her 
to fy from England to Australia. And who can resist new job caring for mums and their precious babies. 
a hero? But being back also means facing the frst man to 

break her heart... 
Read by Todd Boyce 
April 2021 Read by Emma Powell 
9hrs 45mins £28.49 April 2021 

8hrs 10mins £28.49 

FANNY BLAKE KATIE FFORDE 
THE LONG WAY HOME A WEDDING IN THE 
When Isla, a 65-year-old grandmother, is left nothing COUNTRY 
but an old painting in her mother’s will, she embarks 
on a road trip. But she’s forced to take her sullen 
14-year-old granddaughter with her. Cramped 
together in Isla’s car with her dog, these ill-assorted 
travelling companions set off to uncover some life-
changing family truths at the same time as learning 
to love each other… 

It is 1963 and London is beginning to swing as Lizzie 
cuts her hair, buys a new dress with a fashionably 
short hemline, and moves in with two of her best 
friends. Soon Lizzie has forgotten all about her 
mother’s marriage plans for her – all she can think 
about is that the young man she is falling in love with 
appears to be engaged to someone else... 

Read by Sandra Duncan & Esther Wane 
April 2021 
11hrs £29.49 

Read by Laura Kirman 
April 2021 
9hrs 55mins £29.49 

KIRSTEN HESKETH AWAIS KHAN 
ANOTHER US IN THE COMPANY OF 
Emma’s younger son has just been diagnosed with STRANGERS 
autism. She’s accidentally quit her job. She’s pretty 
sure that she is going to have an affair with a hot new 
dad at the school. The only thing that stays the same 
is everyone else. Emma realises it’s not them – it’s her. 
Can her old life ft in with the new Emma? 

Mona has almost everything: money, friends, social 
status...everything except for freedom. She turns 
to a friend who introduces her to a world of glitter, 
glamour, covert affairs and drugs. There she meets 
Ali, a wounded man, years younger than her. She 

Read by Karen Cass 
April 2021 
10hrs £28.49 

begins a delicate game of deceit that threatens to 
shatter the deceptive facade of conservatism erected 
by Lahori society. 

Read by Esh Alladi 
April 2021 
9hrs 40mins £28.49 

SUE MCDONAGH ANDIE NEWTON 
ESCAPE TO THE ART CAFÉ THE GIRL FROM VICHY 
It was meant to be the perfect romantic holiday. But 1942. The date of her marriage to a ruthless man 
then Flora Bexton’s boyfriend does the unthinkable, is drawing closer, and Adèle Ambeh only has one 
and she steals his motorbike and escapes for a choice – she must run. With the help of her mother, 
holiday by herself on the Welsh coast. And when Adèle fees to Lyon, seeking refuge at the Sisters of 
Aussie-Welsh lifeguard Jake Foley steps in just Notre Dame de la Compassion. From the outside this 
when Flora needs help the most, she realises that is a simple nunnery, but the sisters are secretly aiding 
her ‘holiday’ feels more like home with every passing the French Resistance… 
day… 

Read by Lucy Scott 
Read by Charlotte Strevens May 2021 
April 2021 10hrs 30mins £29.49 
10hrs 5mins £28.49 

MADDIE PLEASE ELEANOR RAY 
THE OLD DUCKS’ CLUB EVERYTHING IS BEAUTIFUL 
Sophia Gregory doesn’t recognise the old woman When Amy Ashton’s world fell apart eleven years 
staring back at her in the mirror. A quiet holiday in ago, she started a collection. Just a few keepsakes of 
beautiful Rhodes is the perfect chance for her to fnd happier times, but now her house is overfowing with 
herself again. Until she meets the Old Ducks! They are the objects she loves. When a family move in next 
determined not to grow old gracefully. Sophia begins door, a chance discovery unearths a mystery, and 
to discover a new side to life. And then she meets her Amy’s carefully curated life begins to unravel. Can 
gorgeous Greek neighbour, Theo... she fnd the courage to face her past? 

Read by Penelope Freeman Read by Eilidh Beaton 
May 2021 June 2021 
9hrs 35mins £28.49 9hrs 35mins £28.49 
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GENERAL FICTION / MYSTERY The Reading House 

ANNIE ROBERTSON HEIDI SWAIN 
THE GUESTHOUSE AT A TASTE OF HOME 
LOBSTER BAY Fliss Brown has grown up living with her mother 
When Emma sees The Guesthouse at Lobster Bay 
for sale online, she knows it is exactly the fresh start 
she needs. Emma has one month to get the house in 
order before her frst guests arrive and must navigate 
unforeseen dilemmas. But as she falls in love with 
Lobster Bay, is she also falling for local lobsterman 

on the Rossi family’s Italian fruit farm. But when 
her mother dies, she discovers that her estranged 
grandfather owns a fruit farm himself, on the 
outskirts of Wynbridge, and she arrives to fnd a farm 
that has fallen into disrepair. Can she resurrect the 
farm’s glory days and fnd a taste of home? 

Aidan? Read by Karen Cass 

Read by Eilidh Beaton 
June 2021 

June 2021 
11hrs 15mins £30.49 

7hrs 20mins £26.49 

S. KIRK WALSH MARCIA WILLETT 
THE ZOOKEEPER OF STARRY, STARRY NIGHT 
BELFAST Childhood friends and cousins Leo and Alice had 
1941. With the men away fghting, animal-lover 
Hettie Quin is made Belfast Zoo’s frst ever female 
zookeeper. She is put in charge of Violet, a  
three-year-old Indian elephant, and they soon form 
a special bond. But when the bombs begin to rain 
down on the city, Hettie must gather all her courage 

imagined their whole lives playing out on their 
beloved Devon beach. But one night, Alice tells Leo 
a secret that must never be shared, then packs her 
bag and fees. Decades later, Alice returns. But as the 
stars align, Leo is left to consider their separation and 
a secret which could affect the whole family. 

to protect those she loves the most. Based on a Read by Emma Powell 
true story. June 2021 
Read by Charlotte McCurry 6hrs 30mins £25.49 
May 2021 
11hrs 10mins £30.49 

EVA WOODS JOSEPHINE BELL 
THE HEARTBREAK CLUB THE PORT OF LONDON 
Caroline’s heart broke when her husband took his MURDERS 
own life. Josh’s heart broke when his wife was killed 
in an accident. When Silvia lost her own partner two 
years ago, she fell apart and had to put herself back 
together. And now she’s here to pass her handbook 
on to those who need it most. But that means 
looking to the future.  

When the San Angelo drifts into port in the Thames 
Estuary, telephones begin to ring across the capital 
and an intricate series of events is set in motion. 
Harry Reed and June Harvey are thrust together 
by a riverside accident, before being swept into the 
current of a dark plot developing on the dockside. 

Read by Ben Onwukwe & 
Catherine Rees 
May 2021 
10hrs 40mins £28.49 

Read by John Telfer 
May 2021 
7hrs 50mins £27.49 

SHEILA BUGLER HELEN COX 
WHEN THE DEAD SPEAK A WITCH HUNT IN WHITBY 
When a body is discovered laid out on the altar of a A serial killer is loose in Yorkshire. Eleven days before 
church it sends a chill to the core of those who have each murder, a large purple ‘V’ is painted on the 
lived in Eastbourne for a long time – another corpse front door of the victim’s house. When Ruby Barnett 
was discovered in the same spot 60 years ago. Dee comes home to fnd a large purple ‘V’ on her front 
Doran is focused on her own investigation, but as she door, private investigators Kitt Hartley and Grace 
starts asking questions she fnds the answers all point Edwards have just eleven days to save her life. The 
to the same conclusion… clock is ticking… 

Read by Helen Barford Read by Colleen Prendergast 
May 2021 May 2021 
9hrs 35mins £28.49 6hrs 55mins £28.49 

JUDITH CUTLER 
LEGACY OF DEATH 
With his lordship’s mental health failing, 
management of his grand country estate has been 
assigned to a group of trustees, including land agent 
Matthew Rowsley and his wife Harriet. When Lord 
Croft’s long-lost cousin, Julius Trescothick, arrives 
from Australia, Matthew and Harriet must uncover 
the truth behind Trescothick’s identity and solve a 
series of interlocking mysteries. 

Read by David Thorpe 
April 2021 
8hrs 15mins £27.49 

GARY DONNELLY 
NEVER ASK THE DEAD 
DI Owen Sheen and DC Aoife McCusker are 
struggling with political agendas fed to them from 
the chief constable and now the single note from 
the missing retired cop Tucker is playing on Sheen’s 
mind. Sheen and McCusker’s search places them on 
the path of the most highly placed IRA double agent 
of the Troubles… 

Read by Stephen Armstrong 
May 2021 
11hrs £29.49 
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The Reading House MYSTERY 

JIM ELDRIDGE FRANCES EVESHAM 
MURDER AT THE RITZ A RACING MURDER 
August 1940. Inside the famous Ritz Hotel, the Belinda Sandford’s beautiful grey racehorse, 
cream of society continues to enjoy all the glamour ‘Butterfy Charm’ fnishes frst at Wincanton 
and comfort that money can buy during wartime – Racecourse. But the stewards’ enquiry awards the 
until an anonymous man is discovered with his throat race to Alexandra Deacon. When Alex is found dead 
slashed open. Detective Chief Inspector Coburg is in suspicious circumstances, Belinda’s mother begs 
called in to investigate, ably assisted by his trusty retired police offcer Adam Hennessy to help clear 
colleague, Sergeant Lampson. her daughter’s name. Adam soon uncovers a web 

of secrets hidden within the spectacular Somerset 
Read by David Thorpe countryside. 
April 2021 
10hrs 15mins £28.49 Read by Charlotte Strevens 

June 2021 
7hrs 20mins £26.49 

ANNE GLENCONNER ALEX GRAY 
MURDER ON MUSTIQUE BEFORE THE STORM 
Most villa owners have escaped the island of Inspector Daniel Kohi of the Zimbabwean police 
Mustique as a tropical storm edges towards it but force returns home to fnd his family dead, forcing 
a few young socialites remain. American heiress him to fee the country he loves. In Glasgow, DSI 
Amanda Fortini is one such thrill-seeker – until she William Lorimer has his hands full – Counter 
heads out for a swim and doesn’t return. When Terrorism have got wind of a plot to carry out an 
Amanda’s body is found, a murder investigation unspeakable atrocity. Soon Lorimer fnds himself in 
begins and Detective Sergeant Solomon knows the need of assistance and meets a Zimbabwean refugee 
killer must be an islander... whose investigative skills are a match for his own… 

Read by Ben Bailey-Smith, Read by Joe Dunlop 
Harriet Walters & Jane Collingwood April 2021
April 2021 11hrs 50mins £29.49 
7hrs 35mins £27.49 

PHILIP GWYNNE JONES NAP LOMBARD 
THE VENETIAN LEGACY MURDER’S A SWINE 
Newly-weds Nathan Sutherland and Federica Amateur sleuth Agnes Kinghof and a young air-raid 
Ravagnan are looking forward to weeks of sunshine warden have stumbled upon a corpse stowed in 
and relaxation on the island of Pellestrina, in a the walls of their street’s bomb shelter. Agnes’s  
cottage belonging to Federica’s late father, Elio. But neighbour is terrorised by the sight of a grisly pig’s 
when the body of an eminent Venetian lawyer is head at her window and Agnes and her husband 
dredged up by a fshing boat, whispers and rumours Andrew begin an investigation to deduce the identity 
begin to circulate about Elio’s association with a of a villain living amongst the tenants. 
recently-deceased gang boss. 

Read by Kris Dyer 
June 2021 

Read by Tim Bruce 8hrs 5mins £27.49 
May 2021 
9hrs 40mins £29.49 

EDWARD MARSTON SYD MOORE 
TRAGEDY ON THE STRANGE TRICKS 
BRANCH LINE Rosie Strange’s legacy turns out not just to be 
When Bernard Pomeroy, a young undergraduate at 
Corpus Christi College, fnds a letter slipped under 
his door, he hurries to the railway station. But he 
doesn’t reach his destination alive. With academic 
disputes, romantic interests and a sporting rivalry 
with Oxford in play, the Railway Detective will have 
his work cut out to uncover the truth behind his 

the Essex Witch Museum, but perhaps some 
otherworldly gifts too. Meanwhile Sam Stone, Rosie’s 
curator, is distracted as breadcrumb clues into what 
happened to his missing younger brother and other 
abducted boys from the past are poised to lead him 
and Rosie deep into a dark wood where something 
far scarier than Hansel and Gretel’s witch lurks… 

death. Read by Julia Barrie 
Read by Sam Dastor June 2021 
May 2021 9hrs 30mins £28.49 
9hrs 30mins £28.49 

ANNE PERRY PETER ROBINSON 
A DARKER REALITY NOT DARK YET 
Spring 1934. During Elena Standish’s grandparents’ The gruesome double murder at an Eastvale 
60th wedding anniversary party, the beautiful wife property developer’s luxury home should be an 
of a renowned scientist is found murdered in the open and shut case for Superintendent Banks, 
driveway, allegedly run over by Elena’s grandfather’s 
car. Arrested on suspicion of murder, Wyatt Baylor 
protests his innocence. Turning to secret agent 
James Allenby for help, Elena must uncover  
the truth. 

but they fnd a cache of spy-cam videos hidden 
in the house. Meanwhile Banks’s friend Zelda, 
increasingly uncertain of her future in Britain’s hostile 
environment, thinks she will be safer in Moldova 
hunting the men who abducted, raped and  

Read by Polly Edsell enslaved her. 

May 2021 Read by Mark Meadows 
12hrs £29.49 May 2021 

11hrs 55mins £31.49 
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MYSTERY / NON-FICTION / THRILLER The Reading House 

SIMON SCARROW ROBERT SCRAGG 
BLACKOUT END OF THE LINE 
Berlin, 1939. When a young woman is found brutally Detective Jake Porter’s life was shattered when his 
murdered, Criminal Inspector Horst Schenke is wife was killed by a hit-and-run driver nearly four 
under pressure to solve the case swiftly. Treated years ago. Since then, he has been building a new 
with suspicion by his superiors for his failure to join 
the Nazi Party, Schenke walks a perilous line. Then 
the discovery of a second victim confrms Schenke’s 
worst fears... 

life, but this is rocked when evidence comes to light 
that might fnally lead him to her killer. At the same 
time, Porter and his partner DS Nick Styles must 
investigate the brutal murder of a vlogger.   

Read by Simon Mattacks Read by David Thorpe 
May 2021 
11hrs £31.49 

June 2021 
10hrs 10mins £29.49 

DAVID STAFFORD JULIAN SYMONS 
SKELTON’S GUIDE TO THE PROGRESS OF A CRIME 
SUITCASE MURDERS The murder, a brutal stabbing, defnitely took place 
A woman’s dismembered corpse is discovered in 
a quarry, and police quickly link the victim back to 
her husband, Doctor Ibraham Aziz. His guilt isn’t in 
doubt as far as local law enforcement is concerned. 
Barrister Arthur Skelton is asked to represent the 

on Guy Fawkes night. It was defnitely by the bonfre 
on the village green. There were defnitely a number 
of witnesses to a row between a group of Teddy 
Boys. In the writhing, violent shadows, it seems as if 
the truth may have gone up in smoke.  

accused and Skelton soon fnds himself embroiled in 
an investigation not only concerning this world but 
the one beyond. 

Read by Kris Dyer 
April 2021 
8hrs 55mins £26.49 

Read by the Author 
June 2021 
8hrs 30mins £27.49 

REBECCA TOPE STEPHEN MOSS 
THE ULLSWATER BRITAIN’S FAVOURITE BIRDS: 
UNDERTAKING THE ROBIN, WREN AND 
Persimmon ‘Simmy’ Brown and her fancé Christopher SWALLOW 
have moved to the historic village of Hartsop with their 
baby. But when a former acquaintance of Christopher’s 
reminds him of an undertaking made a decade 
previously that he hasn’t fulflled, their lives soon take 
a sinister turn. Simmy cannot ignore her instinct to 
investigate, especially when the murder has a personal 
link to her soon-to-be husband. 

No other bird is quite so embedded in our culture as the 
robin. Then, there’s the wren, Britain’s most common 
bird. Yet many people are not sure if they have ever seen 
a wren. The swallow is one of the most familiar birds 
in Britain. In this captivating year-in-the-life biography, 
Stephen Moss examines Britain’s three favourite birds. 

Read by Julia Franklin 
April 2021 
10hrs 40mins £27.49 

Read by the Author 
April 2021 
13hrs 10mins £31.49 

L.A. LARKIN J.D. ROBB 
WIDOW’S ISLAND FAITHLESS IN DEATH 
It’s already dark when Stephanie Miller returns to A young sculptor is killed by her own hammer, and 
her lakeside home on Whisper Island. She hears it looks like an argument with a jealous partner at 
her phone buzz inside her purse. She doesn’t have frst. Eve Dallas fnds herself drawn into the dark and 
to look to know what it says. Someone knows her dangerous world of a secret order. Eve has dealt with 
biggest secret. The messages have been coming all some tough cases before but is it too much even for 
day, but this one knows she’s just walked through her to take on a wealthy, infuential organisation with 
the door. friends in very high places? 

Read by Regina Reagan Read by Susan Ericksen 
June 2021 June 2021 
8hrs 15mins £27.49 11hrs 10mins £30.49 

GEMMA ROGERS SUSAN SPINDLER 
BAD GIRLS SURROGATE 
Jess Strickland has just six months’ probation to After multiple rounds of failed IVF, Ruth Furnival’s 
serve until she’s free to get on with the life. Jess eldest daughter Lauren has been told that the only 
takes a job at Bright’s, an industrial laundry company chance for her and her husband to have their own 
alongside other ex-cons. She soon learns her new child is surrogacy. When Ruth discovers that, with the 
boss Terry, is not all he seems. Realising she’s no safer right dose of hormones, she could carry their baby, 
on the outside Jess refuses to be a victim any longer. they agree out of desperation. Then, long-buried 

events from her past resurface. 
Read by Imogen Church 
April 2021 Read by Juliet Stevenson 
12hrs 50mins £30.49 May 2021 

13hrs 15mins £30.49 
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KATIE ALLEN 
EVERYTHING HAPPENS FOR 
A REASON 
Mum-to-be Rachel did everything right, but her son, 
Luke, was stillborn. When a misguided well-wisher 
tells her that ‘everything happens for a reason’, she 
remembers that on the day she discovered her 
pregnancy, she’d stopped a man from jumping in 
front of a train. Desperate to fnd him, she enlists 
an unlikely ally in an Underground worker and her 
daughter. 

Read by Nicky Diss 
June 2021 
10hrs 5mins £29.49 

LOUISE BEECH ROXANNE BOUCHARD 
THIS IS HOW WE ARE THE CORAL BRIDE 
HUMAN When an abandoned lobster trawler is found adrift 
Sebastian James Murphy is autistic. And lonely. 
Veronica wants her son Sebastian to be happy. She 
is also thinking about paying a professional... Violetta 
is a high-class escort, who steps out into the night 
thinking only of money. Of her nursing degree. 
Paying for her dad’s care. When these three lives 
collide everything changes. For everyone. 

off the coast of Quebec’s Gaspé Peninsula, DS 
Joaquin Moralès begins a search for the boat’s 
missing captain, Angel Roberts – a woman in a 
male-dominated world. When Angel’s body is fnally 
discovered, it’s clear something sinister is afoot, and 
Moralès is pulled into murky, dangerous waters, 
where old resentments run deep… 

Read by Colleen Prendergast & 
James Dryden 
June 2021 

Read by Stephanie Cannon 
April 2021 
12hrs 35mins £32.49 

9hrs 5mins £28.49 

SIMONE BUCHHOLZ KJELL OLA DAHL 
HOTEL CARTAGENA THE ASSISTANT 
Public Prosecutor Chastity Riley is celebrating a Oslo, 1938. War is in the air and Europe is in 
birthday with friends in a hotel bar when twelve turmoil. When a woman turns up at the offce of 
heavily armed men take everyone hostage. Among police-turned-private investigator Ludvig Paaske, 
the hostages is Konrad Hoogsmart, the hotel owner, he begins a seemingly straightforward investigation 
who is being targeted by a man whose life has been into marital infdelity. But the trail leads back to the 
destroyed by Hoogsmart’s actions. The stage is 1920s, to prohibition-era Norway, to the smugglers, 
set for a dramatic confrontation and a devastating sex workers and hoodlums of his criminal past, and 
outcome for the team… an extraordinary secret. 

Read by Seán Barrett & Read by Mark Meadows 
Imogen Church May 2021 
April 2021 11hrs 45mins £29.49 
5hrs 30mins £24.49 

THOMAS ENGER & HELGA FLATLAND 
JØRN LIER HORST ONE LAST TIME 
SMOKE SCREEN Anne’s diagnosis of terminal cancer isn’t just a 
Oslo, New Year’s Eve. The annual frework celebration shock for her – and for her daughter Sigrid and 
is rocked by an explosion. Police offcer Alexander granddaughter Mia – it shines a spotlight onto their 
Blix and blogger Emma Ramm are on the scene, and fractured and uncomfortable relationships. On a spur-
when a severely injured survivor is pulled from the of-the moment trip to France the three generations 
icy harbour, she is identifed as the mother of Patricia of women reveal harboured secrets and long-held 
Smeplass, who was kidnapped ten years earlier and frustrations, and learn heartwarming lessons about 
never found. Blix and Ramm join forces to investigate how life should be lived when death is so close. 
the unsolved case. 

Read by Sally Armstrong & 
Read by James Lailey Sarah Barron 
April 2021 June 2021 
10hrs £28.49 8hrs 10mins £27.49 

MICHAEL STANLEY MATT WESOLOWSKI 
FACETS OF DEATH DEITY 
Shortly after Kubu joins the CID, the richest diamond Pop megastar Zach Crystal dies in a fre at his remote 
mine in the world is robbed of 100,000 carats of mansion. Online journalist, Scott King, whose Six 
diamonds. When the robbers are killed execution- Stories podcasts have become an internet sensation, 
style in South Africa and the diamonds are still investigates the accusations of sexual abuse and 
missing, suspicion focuses on a witch doctor and his murder that were levelled at Crystal before he died. 
son. Does Kubu have the skill and the integrity to But as Scott begins to ask questions and rake over 
engineer an international trap?  old graves, some startling inconsistencies emerge. 

Read by Ben Onwukwe Read by Simon Mattacks 
May 2021 with Sarah Barron, Karen Cass, Ben Higgins, 

9hrs 5mins £27.49 Cathleen McCarron, David Monteath & 
Matt Wesolowski 
April 2021 
9hrs 10mins £28.49 
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TREAT DAD THIS FATHER’S DAY . . . The Reading House 

8hrs 55mins £28.49 

RICHARD ASKWITH TOM CHESSHYRE 
FEET IN THE CLOUDS SLOW TRAINS TO VENICE 
An inspiring insight into one of the oldest extreme Escaping the rat race for a few happy weeks, Tom 
sports, this is the defnitive story of fell-running. Chesshyre indulges in the freedom of the tracks. 
Richard Askwith’s journey takes him into a world of With no set plans, simply a desire to let the trains 
forbidding rockscapes, fear, exhaustion and stunning lead the way. Along the way he enjoys many an 
natural beauty. Gripping, funny and moving, this is encounter, befriending fellow travellers as well as 
a story that any aspiring runner, endurance athlete a conductor or two. This is a love letter to Europe, 
or mountain-lover will understand well: of extremity, written from the trackside. 
heroism and the experience of a lifetime. 

Read by David Thorpe 
Read by the Author January 2020 
December 2020 10hrs 10mins £28.49 
14hrs 5mins £31.49 

RICK EDWARDS AND  HARRY HARRIS 
DR MICHAEL BROOKS RED CARD TO RACISM 
HOLLYWOOD WANTS TO THE FIGHT FOR EQUALITY IN 

KILL YOU FOOTBALL 

With wit, intelligence and irreverence, Rick Edwards 
and Dr Michael Brooks explore the science of 
death and mass destruction through some of our 
best-loved Hollywood blockbusters. They investigate 
everything from astrophysics to AI, with hilarious and 
captivating consequences. 

Red Card to Racism is not only a welcome addition to 
the ongoing debate surrounding ending prejudice within 
football but also a timely and necessary addition to the 
wider discussion of the need within our evermore global 
multicultural society for all people, whatever their beliefs, 
gender, identity, sexuality or ethnic background, to be 
treated with equity, humanity and respect. 

Read by the Authors 
August 2020 
6hrs 40mins £26.49 

Read by Ben Onwukwe 
April 2021 
11hrs 50mins £29.49 

CAPTAIN SIR TOM MOORE JOHN NICHOL 
TOMORROW WILL BE A LANCASTER 
GOOD DAY From John Nichol, the Sunday Times bestselling 
At the height of the Covid-19 pandemic in early April 
Captain Tom Moore, 99-year-old Second World War 
veteran, came up with a big idea: he’d walk laps of his 
garden to raise money for the NHS. He raised over 30 
million pounds. In his offcial autobiography, published 

author of Spitfre, comes a passionate and 
profoundly moving tribute to the Lancaster bomber, 
its heroic crews and the men and women who kept 
her airborne during the country’s greatest hour of 
need. 

in support of the creation of the Captain Tom 
Foundation, he tells us of his long and dramatic life. 

Read by Andrew Wincott 
November 2020 

Read by Derek Jacobi 16hrs 10mins £33.49 
October 2020 
12hrs 5mins £29.49 

JULIAN NORTON NICK RUSSELL-PAVIER 
THE DIARY OF A YORKSHIRE THE SHEPHERD’S BUSH 
VET ON CALL MURDERS 
Julian Norton’s The Diary of a Yorkshire Vet On 12 August 1966. Three criminals, three policeman, 
Call features anecdotes from his veterinary work in three guns, three murders; 50 years later, the full 
North Yorkshire. From hairy pigs near Helmsley to a story for the frst time of The Shepherds Bush 
bullock with an enormous eye at Old Byland, these Murders. 
true stories bring to life the drama and humour in the 
daily routine of a rural vet. Read by Simon Mattacks 

October 2020 
Read by Gordon Griffn 11hrs 10mins £31.49 
February 2020 
7hrs 35mins £26.49 

PHILLIPA SAGE DR RICHARD TAYOR 
OFF-ROAD WITH CLARKSON, THE MIND OF A MURDERER 
HAMMOND AND MAY In his 26 years in the feld, Dr Richard Taylor has 
BEHIND THE SCENES OF THEIR worked on well over 100 murder cases. As Taylor 
“ROCK AND ROLL” WORLD TOUR 
For over 12 years Phillipa Sage worked alongside Clarkson, 
Hammond and May as their PA, gofer, and fxer where she 
saw the boys at their best and, hilariously, at their worst. 
In Off-Road with Clarkson, Hammond and May, Phillipa 

helps us understand what lies inside the minds of 
those charged with murder, he presents us with the 
most important challenge of all: how can we even 
begin to comprehend the darkest of human deeds, 
and why it is so vital that we try? 

shares the tour highs, lows and laughter of three incredibly Read by the Author 
talented, stupid and naughty boys. March 2021 

Read by Julie Maisey 11hrs 55mins £31.49 

April 2021 
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REMEMBERING HRH PRINCE PHILIP, DUKE OF EDINBURGH 

ROBERT JOBSON 
PRINCE PHILIP’S CENTURY 
THE EXTRAORDINARY LIFE OF THE 
DUKE OF EDINBURGH 
For decades Prince Philip shared the Queen’s burden 
of offce without upstaging her, always privately 
providing reassurance but never overstepping the 
boundaries of his supporting role. Robert Jobson’s 
magnifcent biography of the Duke of Edinburgh tells 
the full story of his remarkable life and achievements, 
and how this dedicated military man spent so much 
of his life dutifully supporting his wife. 

Read by Sam Dastor 
May 2021 
13hrs 25mins £31.49 

PRE-ORDERS 

INGRID SEWARD 
PRINCE PHILIP REVEALED 
A MAN OF HIS CENTURY 
For more than 70 years until his death last month, 
Prince Philip was the Queen’s constant companion 
and support, but his vital role in the monarchy too 
often went largely unnoticed. Now, in Ingrid Seward’s 
new biography of the Duke of Edinburgh, we get the 
chance to read the full story of his remarkable life.  

Read by Julie Teal 
March 2021 
12hrs 5mins £31.49 

LARGE PRINT £22.99 

ELIZABETH GILL JENNY COLGAN 
THE MILLER’S DAUGHTER SUNRISE BY THE SEA 
Grieving for their mother and abandoned by their father, Mary Marisa Rosso is struggling. Since the death of her beloved 
and her siblings seek refuge at the foundling school. But the grandfather back home in Italy, she can’t seem to fnd a way out 
school has its own struggles, short-staffed since Hilary married. of her grief. So when her fatmate offers her one of his uncle’s 
When the nuns hire Mary’s father, and he arrives with the rentals on a remote island off the Cornish Coast, Marisa jumps at 
pregnant 16-year-old he left their mother for, Mary’s new found the opportunity. She soon fnds herself involved with a tiny local 
world is shaken. bakery desperately in need of someone to save it… 

Read by Anne Dover Reader to be confrmed 
July 2021 July 2021 
7hrs 50mins £29.49 9hrs 55mins £29.49 
AUDIO AUDIO 

DOUG JOHNSTONE VICTORIA HISLOP 
THE GREAT SILENCE ONE AUGUST NIGHT 
Keeping on top of the family funeral directors’ and private- 25th August 1957. The island of Spinalonga closes its leper colony. 
investigation businesses is no easy task for the Skelf women, and And a moment of violence has devastating consequences. When 
when matriarch Dorothy discovers a human foot while walking time stops dead for Maria Petrakis and her sister, Anna, two 
the dog, a perplexing case presents itself… families splinter apart and, for the people of Plaka, the closure of 

Spinalonga is forever coloured with tragedy. In the aftermath, the 
Read by Sarah Barron question of how to resume life looms large. Stigma and scandal 
August 2021 
9hrs £28.49 

need to be confronted and somehow, for those impacted, a 
future built from the ruins of the past. 

AUDIO General Fiction 
August 2021 
LARGE PRINT £22.99 

PAULA HAWKINS RICHARD OSMAN 
A SLOW FIRE BURNING THE MAN WHO DIED TWICE 
Laura has spent most of her life being judged. She’s seen as It’s the following Thursday. Elizabeth has received a letter from 
hot-tempered, troubled, a loner. Some even call her dangerous. an old colleague, a man with whom she has a long history. He’s 
Miriam knows that, just because Laura is witnessed leaving the made a big mistake, and he needs her help. His story involves 
scene of a horrifc murder with blood on her clothes, it doesn’t 
mean she’s a killer. Bitter experience has taught her how easy it 
is to get caught in the wrong place at the wrong time. Carla is 
reeling from the brutal murder of her nephew. She trusts no one: 
good people are capable of terrible deeds. But how far will she go 
to fnd peace? Innocent or guilty, everyone is damaged. Some are 
damaged enough to kill. 

stolen diamonds, a violent mobster, and a very real threat to his 
life. As bodies start piling up, Elizabeth enlists Joyce, Ibrahim 
and Ron in the hunt for a ruthless murderer. And if they fnd the 
diamonds too? Well, wouldn’t that be a bonus? But this time they 
are up against an enemy who wouldn’t bat an eyelid at knocking 
off four septuagenarians. Can The Thursday Murder Club fnd 
the killer (and the diamonds) before the killer fnds them? 

Thriller 
September 2021 

Mystery 
October 2021 

LARGE PRINT £22.99 
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LARGE PRINT The Reading House 

DILLY COURT 
THE RELUCTANT HEIRESS 
East-End London, 1858. In London’s twisting streets, it’s hard to tell 
friend from foe. And for Katherine Martin, arriving back in London 
after years away, the city is far crueller than she remembers. Her 
eyes opened to the plight of London’s poor, Kate is determined to 
do what she can to help – even if it means defying her parents. In 
secret, she opens a soup kitchen. But there is a world of criminals 
within London’s poorest alleys. Catching the notice of Harry Trader 
and his gang, Kate is out of her depth. Until she begins to discover 
that her true enemies might not be who she thought... 

Family Saga 
April 2021 
468pp £22.99 

TANIA CROSSE 
THE STREET OF BROKEN DREAMS 
Summer 1945. The nation rejoices as the Second World War 
comes to an end but Banbury Street matriarch Eva Parke 
foresees trouble ahead. Her daughter, Mildred, awaits the return 
of her fancé from overseas duty, doubts begin to seep into her 
mind about how little she knows of the man she has promised to 
marry. Meanwhile new neighbour, dancer Cissie Cresswell, hides 
a terrible secret. Can the two young women unite to face the 
doubt and uncertainty of the future? 

Family Saga 
May 2021 £22.99 
438pp 

ABIGAIL DEAN STELLA DUFFY 
GIRL A LULLABY BEACH 
Lex Gracie doesn’t want to think about her family. She doesn’t want When Lucy discovers the body of her great aunt Kitty, with a 
to think about growing up in her parents’ House of Horrors. And puzzling note and empty pill bottles by her bed, she can’t believe 
she doesn’t want to think about her identity as Girl A: the girl who that the formidable woman who held her family together is 
escaped. When her mother dies in prison and leaves Lex and her gone – or understand why she has taken her own life. Lucy is 
siblings the family home, she can’t run from her past any longer. determined to decipher Kitty’s fnal message. What she fnds will 
Together with her sister, Evie, Lex intends to turn the House of overturn everything she thought she knew about her family. 
Horrors into a force for good. But frst she must come to terms with 
her six siblings – and with the childhood they shared. General Fiction 

General Fiction 
May 2021 £22.99 

May 2021 £21.99 
288pp 

426pp 

JESSICA FELLOWES DAWN FRENCH 
THE MITFORD TRIAL BECAUSE OF YOU 
It’s former lady’s maid Louisa Cannon’s wedding day, but the fantasy Tick-tock, tick-tock, tick-tock... midnight. The old millennium turns 
is shattered shortly after when she is approached by a secretive man into the new. In the same hospital, two very different women give 
asking her to spy on Diana Mitford – who is having an affair with birth to two very similar daughters. Hope leaves with a beautiful 
the infamous Oswald Mosley – and her similarly fascist sister Unity. baby girl. Anna leaves with empty arms. Seventeen years later, 
Thus, as summer 1933 dawns, Louisa fnds herself accompanying the the gods who keep watch over broken-hearted mothers wreak 
Mitfords on a glitzy cruise, full of the starriest members of Society. mighty revenge, and the truth starts rolling, terrible and deep, 
But the waters run red when a man is found attacked, with suspects toward them all. The power of mother-love will be tested to its 
everywhere. Back in London, the case is taken by lawyer Tom Mitford, limits. Perhaps beyond... 
and Louisa fnds herself caught between worlds: of a love lost to 
blood, a family divided, and a country caught in confict. General Fiction 

Mystery 
April 2021 £22.99 

June 2021 £22.99 
342pp 

396pp 

ELLY GRIFFITHS EDWARD MARSTON 
THE POSTSCRIPT MURDERS SLAUGHTER IN THE SAPPERTON 
The death of a 90-year-old woman with a heart condition should TUNNEL 
absolutely not be suspicious. DS Harbinder Kaur certainly sees nothing 
to concern her in carer Natalka’s account of Peggy Smith’s death. But 
when Natalka reveals that Peggy lied about her heart condition and 
that she had been sure someone was following her... And that Peggy 
Smith had been a ‘murder consultant’ who plotted deaths for authors, 
and knew more about murder than anyone has any right to... And when 
clearing out Peggy’s fat ends in Natalka being held at gunpoint by a 
masked fgure... Well then DS Harbinder Kaur thinks that maybe there is 
no such thing as an unsuspicious death after all. 

1862. A goods train is speeding through the Sapperton Tunnel when 
it hits a makeshift pen of sheep inexplicably set up near the exit. The 
animals are slaughtered by the impact whilst the train hits a pile of rocks 
and is derailed. Inspector Colbeck discovers that the shepherd and his 
dog are missing. Stephen Rydall who owned the sheep is shocked by 
the occurrence which further affects him as he is a major shareholder in 
the Great Western Railway. Does someone have an axe to grind against 
Rydall? Or is it the missing shepherd who had made some dangerous 
enemies? It is not going to be an easy case for the Railway Detective. 

Mystery  
June 2021 
402pp £21.99 

Mystery  
June 2021 £21.99 
366pp 

TERRI NIXON ALLIE REYNOLDS 
A CORNISH INHERITANCE SHIVER 
Helen Fox and her bon viveur husband Harry are the toast of When Milla is invited to a reunion in the French Alps resort that 
the Bristol set, in the years immediately following the Great War. saw the peak of her snowboarding career, she drops everything 
Harry’s family own Fox Bay, a hotel and private beach on the South to go. While she would rather forget the events of that winter, the 
Devon coast. Their reputation for entertaining becomes legendary. invitation comes from Curtis, the one person she can’t seem to let 
But in 1920 their world is shattered. Following a disastrous go. The fve friends haven’t seen each other for ten years, since the 
investment in a shipping company, an investment suggested by his disappearance of the beautiful and enigmatic Saskia. But when an 
best friend, and unable to regain his lost wealth and social standing, icebreaker game turns menacing, they realise they don’t know who 
Harry falls into a decline which soon spells tragedy and fnancial has really gathered them there and how far they will go to fnd the 
ruin for his family. Their future, and that of the family hotel, is set to truth. In a deserted lodge high up a mountain, the secrets of the 
become extremely complicated. past are about to come to light. 

Family Saga Mystery 
June 2021 £22.99 April 2021 £21.99 
438pp 450pp 
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