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Origami Paddlers are built by artisans using the sacred creativity that was
given to Tim by Kai and is now being channeled through this document.
Please read this Owner’s Guide in its entirety before launching your
boat – you will find important instructions for carrying, unfolding, operating,
and storing your Paddler so you can enjoy years of Easy Awesome Freedom!

In your owner’s packet, you will also find your Manufacturer’s Certificate of
Origin and Warranty Registration Card, plus other goodies!

If you purchased your Paddler from our website, you are probably already on
our mailing list. If not, we strongly encourage you to go to
www.OrigamiPaddler.com and sign up.

Rest assured that you can unsubscribe at any time and that we will never use
your contact information in any way other than to communicate company
updates and special offers once or twice a month.

And be sure to complete and send in your Warranty Registration Card and
mail it back! That way, if your Paddler is ever lost or stolen, we are more likely
to be able to help to get it back to you.

 

And please take a minute to join our
Community! You can connect with other
members of the Origami Paddler Family in
our Facebook Group with this QR code or at:
https://www.facebook.com/groups/origamipa
ddlerfamily (or type “Origami Paddler Family”
in the search bar on Facebook).

You will get the opportunity to share pictures
and videos of yourself and your family using
the Paddler, participate in surveys, and
receive other valuable information and
special offers.
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Your Origami!  
Your origami is actually a very sophisticated machine, the culmination of over
50 years of boat designing experience.  
    

Origamis are designed to be foldable, durable, and flexible. We anticipate
adding components that will work with your existing Origami Paddler to  expand
it and make it even more functional over time!

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Dimension Unfolded:
Length: 8’ 11.5”
Width: 31.5”
Height: 7-7.5”
  

Dimensions Folded:
Length: 35.5”
Width: 31.5”
Height: 13.5”
  

Weight: Approximately 45 lbs (not including paddle or other accessories)
    

Recommended Maximum Capacity: 230 lbs, depending on water and weather
conditions. The boat is less stable under a heavy load than with a light load and
less stable in rough water than calm water.
    

Construction: The hull sections are made of UV Protected, Durable High-
Density Polyethylene (HDPE) that is recyclable. Origami Paddler hinges are
made of special industrial-grade nylon with salt water-rated stainless steel
screws. 
   

Check out our website for the latest status on our full plan and resources for
recycling the Origami when ready to move to the next life. We do know that
Preserve already has a program to support recycling this kind of plastic. To
learn more, visit https://www.preserve.eco/

1.SCUPPERS 
(ALLOW THE WATER TO DRAIN OFF THE CRAFT AND PROVIDE ADDITIONAL STRUCTURAL
STRENGTH. CAN ALSO BE USED FOR CLIPS AND TIEDOWNS. SEE THE TIE DOWN
ACCESSORY PACKAGE FOR MORE INFORMATION ABOUT THIS)

2. HINGES / HINGE CORDS
 (WHERE OUR PATENT PENDING HINGE-LOCK SYSTEM IS WITH HINGE CORDS)
 

3. CUPHOLDER
(PERFECT FOR YOUR FAVORITE DRINK)

4. SEAT SCUPPERS
(THE SEAT BOTTOM STRAPS ATTACH HERE)

5. SEAT/ BACKREST SPACE
( WITH HOLES FOR DRAINAGE AND TO SECURE THE SEAT WITH ADJUSTABLE CORDS)

6. SECURING CORDS 
(BUNGEE LOOPS THAT KEEP THE ORIGAMI CLOSED WHEN FOLDED)

7. FINS 
THESE PARTS ROTATE DOWN WHEN YOU ARE IN THE WATER TO HELP THE ORIGAMI
TRACK STRAIGHT!
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Safety Guidelines 
More than anything, we want you to be safe! 

Please follow these important Safety Guidelines – 
Kai's 12 recommendations for Easy, Awesome, Freedom! 

 
1. Conditions

Check the weather and water conditions before you go boating. Severe
weather seriously affects your ability to steer the boat or return to shore.
Be aware of and avoid all hazardous water, wave, current, and weather
conditions. Plan for the worst!

2. Floatation 
Always Wear Coast Guard approved Personal Flotation Devices (PFDs).
Before going paddling, read the PFD manufacturer’s information and
follow their guidelines. Remember that overloading your boat decreases
the stability and seaworthiness, and note that this boat is not intended to
be used as a lifesaving device.

3. Drugs and Alcohol
Never use or consume alcohol, drugs, or any other substance that may
affect your coordination, judgment, or ability to make decisions before or
during your time on the water.

4. Sound Device
The Coast Guard requires boaters to have a means of signaling other
boaters of their presence. You should keep a sound device (e.g., whistle)
in the boat with you at all times. If possible, attach the sound device to
your Personal Flotation Device.

5. Be Easy on Yourself
Honestly assess your physical capability as to how far and how long you
can paddle and swim. Take it easy on yourself, and when in doubt, be
cautious rather than optimistic (maybe the only time we recommend this!).

6. Boat Traction When Wet
Never think that you won't get wet in a boat. Every boat can become
slippery, so be careful when standing up or getting on or off the boat!

7. Hypothermia
Accidents in cold water are hazardous. Hypothermia, the loss of body heat
due to immersion in cold water, can be deadly. Survival time can be as
short as 15 minutes in 35°F (2°C) water. Dress appropriately for weather
conditions, wearing a wet or dry suit if necessary. Never think that you
won't get wet in a boat!
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Safety Guidelines Continued 
 

8. Share your Plans
It is best to have someone with you in case of an emergency or accident.
We get that you may want the inner peace that comes from having some
“alone time”, but at least always tell someone your boating plans,
including where you are going, how long you’ll be gone, and how many
people you’ll be with.

9. Kids and Pets
Never allow minors to use this boat without adult supervision. Do not
leave pets unattended. Have and use appropriate safety equipment for all
children and pets on the water.  

10. Location
Always familiarize yourself with the body of water where you will be
paddling. Learn what hours boating is permitted, any known hazardous
conditions, and how you can get help in case of emergency or accident.

11. Drain Plugs, Accessories, and Gear
Check that the Paddler's drain plugs are securely in place before
launching. You should drain each hull section of any water accumulated
due to condensation or seepage before use and again before folding and
storing. 
   

Check all your accessories for wear and safety. Don't depend on
accessories or watercraft that aren't water-ready. Ensure you have basic
emergency equipment on board (warning horn, first aid kit, whistle, etc.)

12. Follow the Law
Always abide by all Coast Guard regulations and State and local laws,
regulations, ordinances, and rules concerning boating and boating safety.
Check with the Coast Guard and state and local authorities concerning
proper boat handling and the proper equipment to be carried on board,
such as lights and sound-producing devices.

 

For additional Boating Safety Guidelines and Tips, see:
https://www.discoverboating.com/ownership/safety

https://uscgboating.org/  https://www.nsc.org/home-safety/tools-
resources/seasonal-safety/summer/boating

 

Warning: This product may expose you to chemicals known to the State
of California to cause cancer and congenital disabilities, or other
reproductive harm. For more information see www.P65Warnings.ca.gov.
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Ready to Go? Awesome! 

Launching Recommendations
Make sure that any materials used to fasten the Origami during transportation are
removed and or stowed away. Make sure all leashes are in a safe space and are
connected securely.

   

Mooring/Docking Recommendations
Always moor the Origami away from rocks and sharp objects. Set your foot in the
center of the Origami when boarding from a dock to ensure it remains stable.
Never moor the Origami against a dock that is not equipped with hull-protecting
bumpers.

  

Usage Tips
Please note that you are on the water. Most people get wet around water. Keep all
your items safe.
   

You can use your Paddler in either Paddleboard or Kayak mode and alternate
between them while you are out on the water. You don’t need to come to shore or
switch paddles to stand up or sit down whenever you want to.

 
Paddleboard Mode

In Paddleboard Mode, we recommend that you stand in the center of the Middle
section, with your feet on the seat or to the sides of the seat. Be aware that the
Paddler is slightly less stable in Paddleboard mode because the center of gravity
is higher. 
    

Kayak Mode
In Kayak Mode, you lift the seat back and sit down to paddle. You can adjust the
back of the seat with the adjustable straps and choose the most comfortable
footrest for you.

   

Stability and Seaworthiness
While you can surf with the Paddler, it is generally not designed for waves over a
meter high. The greater the wind and the higher the waves, the less stable the
Paddler will become. The stability also decreases with the weight on the craft. 

   

If you choose to paddle in rough water or surf, we recommend you paddle with a
buddy and use an ankle leash to make sure you don’t become separated from
your craft.

    

We recommend that you initially try out the Origami and get comfortable with it in
calm water. Your abilities and luck should determine where and how you use the
Origami. You should always be aware of and vigilant about the water.
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Care and Maintenance
 

We recommend that you clean your Paddler after each use. Our waterways
and shorelines contain many organic substances that you don’t want in your
car or home. 
  

Some states and Canada may require you to stop at Watercraft Inspection
Stations, and a clean boat is your best bet for keeping the stop brief and
hassle-free. At a minimum, wash down and towel off your Paddler before
transporting and storing. You may also want to use a disinfectant to ensure
that nothing is growing in your closet or trunk. 
   

Dragging your Origami Paddler across the ground or rocks could damage the
Origami. It can also get damaged from sharp rocks on the bottom of a stream
or river, or from running aground during boating. So please take care and
avoid bouncing or dragging your Paddler!

 
Storing Your Origami

 

We recommend that your Paddler be stored out of the sun and the rain to
ensure a long life of all of the components. 
   

Before storing, make sure it is clean and dry and perhaps disinfected. Pay
special attention to the seat and any other accessories to make sure they are
completely dry. We don’t want things growing on your Paddler in the dark!
   

If you store the Paddler outside, please cover it. Do not leave straps or ropes
tightly around the hull for an extended period of time, especially in warmer
weather. The hull surface, much like the exterior finish of a car, will better
retain its appearance if not exposed to the sun while in long-term storage.
   

Each of the three sections has a drain plug that acts as a pressure relief valve  
– they keep the water out but let the air in and out. Water may accumulate in
a hull section as a result of paddling, rain, or condensation. This is not a
defect. To let the water escape, release the plugs, allow water to drain out,
and then put them securely back in place.

Use Recommendations
 

Don’t use your Origami for anything besides a boat in the water! It might be
possible but may also damage the craft. The Origami may make a great
coffee table, but coffee tables can break too.
Never store or use the Origami on sawhorses.
Do not use the Origami as a bench.
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Lay the folded unit on the back of the Middle section on a flat surface
Disconnect the hold-down straps and any carrying straps
Unfold (tilt and rotate) the Stern section.
Unfold (tilt and rotate) the Bow section. 
Remove the paddle (stored in four sections) and assemble.
Make sure no sand or debris is preventing the sections of the boat from
touching.
Switch the four hinge pins to usage mode (see below).
Pit the Paddler in a minimum of 12" of water, and rotate the fins downward
into the operating position.   

Storage Mode, with the hinge pins threaded horizontally through the aligned
holes on top of the hinge.
Usage Mode, with the hinge pins threaded vertically through the aligned
holes. 
Disconnected Mode, with the pins threaded vertically or horizontally through
only one section. 

While the Paddler is still in the water, rotate the fins upward into the storage
position. 
Lay your Paddler face up on a flat surface or in shallow water. 
Switch the hinges to Storage Mode (see above).
Disassemble the Paddle and place it in the Middle section. 
Fold in the Bow section. 
Fold in the Stern section and secure the hold-down straps.  

Operating the Origami Paddler

Unfolding for Use

   

    Hinge Settings
The hinges have three modes:

WARNING: Be sure to push the hinge pins ALL THE WAY IN so they cannot
wiggle loose! 

Folding

 
Fins

There is a fin on each side of the Stern section to increase the stability and
directional integrity of the Paddler in the water. 

We recommend leaving the fins in the Storage position until you are in the water;
they require about one foot of water for proper operation. Once in the water, rotate
the fins downward until they click into place by having the locator bumps on the
Stern section align with the hold in the fin. 

When you are ready to remove the Paddler from the water, be sure to rotate the
fins back into storage position.  
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Carrying and Transporting The Origami Paddler 

You can easily carry the Paddler by lifting it by one or both of the seat straps
coming through the bottom of the boat, in both folded and unfolded modes. 

You can also use the long scupper in the Stern section as a handle, but we do
not recommend it – it places additional stress on the hinges and reduces the
life of the boat.

We don't recommend using transportation accessories not specifically made
and approved by Origami Paddler.

You can also separate the sections (see above) and carry them separately.
The Paddler will fit in the trunk or back seat of most cars.

You must stop at all Watercraft Inspection Stations, which are common in
Canada and the Western U.S.A. (Montana, Idaho, Oregon, California, etc.). 

It is your responsibility to check with your relevant state agency before
launching your watercraft to ensure you are complying with all regulations. 

Hull Identification Numbers
The Coast Guard requires us to have a unique Hull Identification Number
(HIN) for each of our Paddlers. This is a special-purpose serial number used
to identify the owner. 

There are two identical HINs for each Paddler. The primary HIN is on the
starboard side right above the fin (you can’t miss it!), and the secondary /
hidden HIN is on the face of the Stern section, where it butts up to the Middle
section. It is hidden when the Paddler is in Operating Mode but visible when
the Paddler is in Storage Mode.

Be aware that some states require you to register your Paddler with the HIN
before operating it on waters within the state.

Additional Warnings
Failure to follow the warnings and precautions listed herein may lead to
serious injury or death. Paddlesports such as kayaking and paddleboarding
can be dangerous and physically demanding. Participating in paddle sports
may put you at risk of serious injury or death.

You should receive qualified instructions to learn proper paddling techniques,
water safety, and first aid before boating.
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Warranties, Shipments, Returns, and Exchanges
 

By purchasing an Origami Paddler product, you are automatically a member of
our Origami Paddler Family!
   

We pride ourselves on being a sustainable business - a sustainable company
that values our employees and honors their work. At Origami Paddler, we do
things the right way, and that means the products we create are both good for
the planet and great for you to use!

   

Warranty
 

Your Paddler comes with a 1 Year Limited Warranty for defects in materials and
workmanship. Origami Paddler will repair or replace any Paddler section (or
seat or paddle) that fails because of poor quality in either materials or
workmanship.

If we deem that the failure was caused by abuse or misuse, the component will
not be repaired or replaced. 

This warranty does not cover normal wear by use, abuse, alterations,
unauthorized repairs, or usage in ways not intended by the manufacturer.

Retain this Warranty and the Manufacturer's Certificate of Origin along with your
original purchase receipt in a safe and secure place in case they are needed.
All claims must be submitted in writing to the address provided on our website. 
Neither Origami Paddler nor any representative assumes any other liability in
connection with this product.

This Warranty gives you certain legal rights, and you may also have other legal
rights accorded by your state or country.

 
 

If you receive an item that is defective or
incorrect, please email
support@origamipaddler.com.
In your email, enclose a summary of the defects
or incorrect information. If an item arrives
damaged, please enclose images of the defect.

You can use this QR Code to register your
Origami online or mail the postcard that came
with your Origami. 
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Damage or defects caused by impact with any materials or objects (rocks,
docks, other boards, etc.).
Damage or defects caused by use outside of normal, intended purpose.
Damage or defects caused by normal wear and tear. 
Damage or defects caused by transport, loading, unloading, dropping, or
out of water handling, including marks left by over tightening transport
straps.
Damage or defects caused by heel dents, also known as pressure dings.
Damage or defects caused by inappropriate storage, like storing in
excessive heat or direct sunlight for an excessive period of time.
Damage or defects caused by wave impact and/or impact with
ocean/lake/stream floor.
Boards used in a rental, commercial, or teaching environment.
Damage to fin or fin box caused by impact to the fin.
Any customer-initiated modifications to the board. 
Damage due to improper accessory application. 
Cosmetic damage that does not affect the product use.

 
Damage and Defects Not Covered Under Warranty 

 

For any questions about warranties or other policies not covered here, please
email support@origamipaddler.com.
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The Origami is in new and unused condition. It has not been ridden.
The customer is responsible for all shipping and custom charges. 

The Fine Print
    

Defective Items
We will happily exchange or refund any item found to be defective or incorrect. For
defective or incorrect items, we will incur the cost of the return shipping charges.
Once we receive your email and any images you can provide about the defect or
item that needs correction, we will review it as quickly as possible. If the item
needs to be returned or replaced, we will email you a printable shipping label you
can use to return the item. Once we receive the item, we will send you a
replacement or repaired part or Paddler.
    

Please note: If the item shows signs of wear or damage, you will be notified how
best to handle the return shipping fees back to you. If you require expedited
shipping service for your exchange, please indicate that in your email. Shipping
fees will be charged accordingly.
   

Returns and Exchanges
Accessories may be returned or exchanged 30 days from the date of purchase.
The accessory must still be in packaging, in new condition. Origamis may be
exchanged for purchase price credit within 10 days only under the following
conditions:

A $20 restocking fee will be charged for all exchanges.
Origami Paddler is not responsible for returned merchandise that is damaged or
lost in transit.
   

Items Damaged in Shipping
Please notify us immediately so we can take the proper steps to replace the
damaged merchandise. If you are being asked to receive an Origami that is
damaged, refuse to accept the merchandise by writing “Refused due to damage”
on the BOL and return the shipment to the driver.
If the damaged merchandise is left at your door and you did not have a chance to
refuse it, document the damage immediately and contact us.
Please note that we are not responsible for packages damaged or lost in transit or
return shipping costs. We highly recommend adding insurance and tracking
information to your package through a carrier such as USPS, UPS, or FedEx.
   

Damage After Accepting Shipment
If you have signed for and accepted the shipment, then noticed damage to your
item, you have three (3) business days to file a claim from the date of delivery –
any claims filed outside of this window may result in the claim being denied and/or
the customer being responsible for shipping charges. To file a claim, email
support@origamipaddler.com with a summary and images of the damage. 

Thank You!    Enjoy your time on the water! 13




