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HOMES  
IN THE  

WILDERNESS 

Publisher’s note: Divers is not a misspelling of diverse—it is a 
word in its own right, meaning an unspecified quantity when used 
before a plural noun.



    September 6, 1620. Wednesday, the wind coming 

E.N.E. a fine small gale, we loosed from Plymouth, 

having been kindly entertained and courteously used 

by divers friends there dwelling. 

 

    November 9th. After many difficulties in boisterous 

storms, at length by God’s good providence we espied 

land, which by break of the day we deemed to be Cape 

Cod. And so afterward it proved. The appearance of it 

much comforted us, especially seeing so goodly a land 

and wooded to the brink of the sea. It caused us to rejoice 

together and praise God that had given us once again 

to see land. 

   And thus we made our course S.S.E., purposing to 

go to a river ten leagues to the south of the Cape. But 

at night, the wind being contrary, we put round again 

for Cape Cod Bay. 
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They preferred it before Greenland whale-fishing and 

purpose to fish for whale here the next winter. For cod 

we essayed but found none, though no doubt there is 

good store in their season; neither got we any fish all the 

time we lay there but some few little ones on the shore. 

We found great mussels, very fat and full of sea pearl, 

but we could not eat them. They made us all sick that 

did eat, sailors as well as passengers, causing us to cast 

and scour. But all were soon well again. 

   The bay is so round and circling that before we could 

come to anchor we went round all the points of the 

compass. We could not come near the shore by three 

quarters of an English mile because of shallow water. 

This was a great prejudice to us, for 

our people going on shore were 

forced to wade a bowshoot or two 

in going a-land, which caused many 

to get colds and coughs, for it  

was freezing cold weather. 

    November 11th. We came to an anchor in the bay, 

which is a good harbor and pleasant bay about four miles 

over from land to land, wherein a thousand sail of ships 

may safely ride. It is circled round except in the entrance 

and compassed about to the very sea with oaks, pines, 

juniper, sassafras, and other sweet wood. There we relieved 

ourselves with wood and water and refreshed our people, 

while our shallop was fitted to coast the bay in search of 

an habitation. There was the greatest store of fowl that 

ever we saw. 

   And every day we saw whales playing hard by us in 

that place. Had we had instruments and means to take 

them (which to our great grief we wanted) we might 

have made a very rich return. Our master and his mate 

and others experienced in fishing professed we might 

have made three or four thousand pounds’ worth of oil. 



     
    In the name of God Amen. We whose names are under-

written, the loyal Subjects of our dread sovereign Lord, King 

James, by the grace of God of Great Britain, France, and 

Ireland King, Defender of the Faith, &c. 

    Having undertaken for the glory of God, and advancement 

of the Christian Faith, and honor of our King and Country, 

a Voyage to plant the first Colony in the Northern parts of 

Virginia, do by these presents solemnly and mutually in the 

presence of  God and one of another, covenant and combine our-

selves together into a civil body politic for our better ordering 

and preservation, and furtherance of the ends aforesaid; and by 

virtue hereof to enact, constitute, and frame such just and equal 

Laws, Ordinances, acts, constitutions, & offices from time 

to time as shall be thought most meet and convenient for 

the general good of the Colony; unto which we promise all 

due submission and obedience. In witness whereof we have 

hereunder subscribed our names at Cape Cod, the 11th of 

November, in the year of the reign of our sovereign Lord, King 

James, of England, France, and Ireland the 18th and of 

Scotland the 54th, Anno Domino 1620. 
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   This day before we came to harbor, observing that 

some were not well affected to unity and concord but 

gave appearance of faction, it was thought good that 

there should be an association and agreement, so that we 

should combine together in one body and submit to such 

government and governors as we 

should by common consent agree to 

make and choose. We therefore set 

our hands to this that follows word 

for word. 
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seat in or no. This was not without appearance of danger, 

not having the shallop nor means to carry provision but 

on our backs. The willingness of the persons to go was 

liked, but because of the danger the thing itself was 

rather permitted than approved. 

   So with cautions, directions, and instructions, sixteen 

men were set out, with every man his musket, sword and 

corslet under the conduct of Captain Miles Standish, 

unto whom were adjoined for counsel and advice, William 

Bradford, Stephen Hopkins, and Edward Tilley. 

    The same day, so soon as we could, we set ashore fifteen 

or sixteen men, well armed. With them we sent some to 

fetch wood, for we had none left, and also to see what 

the land was and what inhabitants they could meet with. 

They found it to be a small neck of land; on the side 

where we lay is the bay and on the further side the sea. 

The ground or earth is sand hills like the downs in 

Holland but much better, the crust of the earth being 

excellent black earth for a spit’s depth. It is all wooded 

with oaks, pines, sassafras, juniper, birch, holly, vines, 

some ash, and walnut. The wood for the most part is 

open and without underwood, fit either to go or ride in. 

At night our people returned but found not any person 

nor habitation. They laded their boat with juniper, which 

smelled very sweet and strong. This we burnt the most 

part of the time we lay there. 

 

   November 13th. Monday, we unshipped our shallop 

and drew her on land to mend and repair her, having 

been forced to cut her down in bestowing her betwixt 

the decks. She was much opened with the people’s lying 

in her, which kept us long there, for our carpenter made 

slow work of it. It was sixteen or seventeen days before 

he had finished her. Our people went on shore to refresh 

themselves and our women to wash, as they had great 

need. 

   But whilst we lay thus still, some of us, impatient of 

delay, desired for our better furtherance to travel by land 

into the country to see whether it might be fit for us to 
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   November 15th. Wednesday, we were set ashore. 

When we had ordered ourselves in the order of a single 

file and marched about the space of a mile by the sea, we 

espied five or six people with a dog coming towards us. 

First, we supposed them to be Master Jones, since he and 

some of his men were ashore and knew of our coming. 

But when they saw us they ran into the wood and whistled 

the dog after them, and so we knew them to be savages. 

   We marched after them into the woods, lest other 

Indians should lie in ambush. But when the Indians saw 

our men following them, they ran away with might and 

main. Our men turned out of the wood after them, for 

it was the way they intended to go, but they could not 

come near them. We followed them that night about ten 

miles by the trace of their footings and saw how they 

had come the same way they went. At a turning we 

perceived how they ran up an hill to see whether we 

followed them. 

    At length night came upon us, and we were constrained 

to take up our lodging, so we set forth three sentinels, 

and some of the rest fetched wood while others kindled 

a fire, and there we held our rendezvous for the night. 
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