
JEANNE BEKER ON FALL’S CHICEST BOMBERS

COOL COMBAT COUTURE
A SLICE OF MOTOR CITY
JOANNE KATES ON T.O.’S HOTTEST PIZZERIA 

SORRY THIS TRAIN IS FULL
TIME TO LIMIT DEVELOPMENT ON YONGE LINE

ROGER MOOKING ON 8 OF THE CITY’S BEST BURGERS

GETTING TOP GRILL MARKS

WE HUNTED HIGH & LOW TO FIND THE BEST OF EVERYTHING OUR
NEIGHBOURHOOD HAS TO OFFER, FROM CHIC NEW BOUTIQUES

AND AN OLD SCHOOL STEAK HOUSE TO WILD WORKOUTS
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BEST FOR LUNCH
“UNITED BAKERS is a family-run business.

Very personable. They have all kinds of 
traditional soups and great gefilte fish.”

506 Lawrence Ave. W.

BEST SEAFOOD
“I like to visit THE CAPTAIN’S BOIL 

for lobster, shrimp and snow crab legs with
Captain’s Boil flavour in medium spice.” 

5313 Yonge St.

BEST CHINESE
“I always take family and friends from 

Switzerland to the DRAGON PEARL BUFFET.
They have amazing entertainment.” 

865 York Mills Rd., Unit 2

INGRID’S PICK LORNE’S PICKIPPEI’S PICK

BEST CHOCOLATES
Chocoholics head to SWISS-
MASTER CHOCOLATIER

for fresh cream truffles. 
We love the honey one.

2538 Bayview Ave.

BEST IZAKAYA
The high-energy KINKA 

IZAKAYA always guarantees
a stellar dining experience. Be
sure to order the kaki mayo.  

4775 Yonge St., Unit 114

2016

Pictured L–R: 
Ingrid Läderach Steven,
Ippei Iwata and 
Lorne Pancer

BEST DELI
PANCER’S ORIGINAL 

DELI is the real-deal Jewish
deli. Come for the corned beef,
the pastrami, the roast beef.…  

3856 Bathurst St.

BEST HOMEY ITALIAN

We always love LA CASCINA not only
for chef Luca Del Rosso’s amazing

homey Italian fare, but for the warmth
and hospitality from FOH partner-in-

crime Sharifa Jordan. 
1552 Avenue Rd.

BEST PIZZA

Dining at MEZZA NOTTE is like a warm
hug from the motherland. Our hearts

belong to the pizza — like the 
Calabrese with spicy soppressata or
quattro formaggi. They even deliver.

5304 Yonge St.

BEST STEAK HOUSE

Stepping into THE DAVID DUNCAN
HOUSE is akin to being whisked away

to a time before everything was 
dictated by a screen. Escape over a
shrimp cocktail and steak Neptune. 

125 Moatfield Dr.

BEST SUSHI

KABUKI has steadily been making a
strong case for sushi, one roll at a time.
Step outside the box and try the honey
katsu crunch with chicken katsu, cuke,
avo, torched cheese and … bacon bits.

4 O’Neill Rd.

BEST JAMAICAN

When it comes to jerk chicken 
sammies, nobody even comes close to 

ALLWYN’S. They also do Jamaican clas-
sics like curried goat and oxtail and
have a new second location to boot.  

81 Underhill Dr. & 9 Bogert Ave.
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BEST INDIAN

With everything from chef ’s special
thali for lunch to Amritsari fish and

tandoori lamb chops for dinner, 
COPPER CHIMNEY does north Indian

dishes really, really well.  
2050 Avenue Rd.

BEST FOR BIG SALADS

Around since ’71, THE PICKLE BARREL
always serves up a slice of nostalgia.
Head to the original location for the

big Seinfeld’s salad with smoked
turkey, roast beef, Black Forest ham

and more.  
5941 Leslie St.

BEST NEW DIM SUM

Lovers of dim sum classics can 
swoon over picks from newbie KWAN

AT YORK MILLS. Look for freshly made 
siu mai, BBQ pork buns and 

deep-fried yam balls. 
808 York Mills Rd., Unit 8

BEST NEW VEGAN DESSERT

B-A-N-A-N-A-S. Bananas serve as
the base for all the NANASHAKE shakes.
This new addition to the ’hood pairs

vegan with tasty for great results. Best
flavour? Spiced date, hands down. 

4750 Yonge St., Unit 134

BEST MOROCCAN

The cosy CASA MAROC is just the place
in which to expand your Moroccan
tastebuds. Sample couscous, various
tagines and their homemade chicken

pie. And always sip on mint tea.
1943 Avenue Rd.

BEST THAI

Fans of Thai food need look no further
than LINDA MODERN THAI RESTAURANT.

Tom kah gai soup, Thai Islamic 
noodles and green curry are some of

the standouts. And they do a mean PT. 
11 Karl Fraser Rd.

BEST BAGEL

Centenarian bakery GRYFE’S BAGEL
BAKERY does their rounds Montreal

style. Smaller, très light and available in
10 varieties, it’s real hard to eat
just one. Put them in the trunk.

3421 Bathurst St.

BEST FISHMONGER

Those seeking out fresh fish need look
no further than the Japanese-style

TARO’S FISH. Look for picks ranging
from black cod to monk fish. And
there’s sashimi for insta-snacking.

800 Sheppard Ave. E.

THE SANDWICH
They bring it with turkey, bacon, lettuce

and plenty of tomato. Don’t even think of
getting it on anything other than white.

THE SHAKE
OK, so it’s technically not a shake, but this

orange Creamsicle smoothie still checks off
all the boxes for us. Creamy and indulgent,
plus a colour that makes you feel like a kid. 

3788 Bathurst St.

CLUB SAMMIES & SHAKES
VS.WINDFIELD’S

RESTAURANT
STEVE’S

RESTAURANT

THE SANDWICH
Order the turkey club house with hand-cut
slices of turkey breast, lettuce, tomato and

bacon. It’s a load of triple-decker fun.

THE SHAKE
The family-run diner keeps things classic,

shake-wise. Choose from straight-up
vanilla, chocolate or, our pick, the 

pastel-hued strawberry.

801 York Mills Rd.

TOO CLOSE TO CALL

2016

Two longtime North York family restaurants do this combo so well, they’re both the best
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BEST NEW BURGER

New addition to the ’hood, BIG SMOKE
BURGER is our new fave for lunch.

They do a mean job with the double
cheeseburger or go classic with horse-
radish mayo and caramelized onions.   

799 York Mills Rd.

BEST CANDY SHOP

A spiffy new addition to the area, 
PAPABUBBLE rules when it comes to
hard candies. Impress your pals with

custom-made bonbons at the 
next big soiree.  
3360 Yonge St.

BEST LAFFA

Head straight to the counter at 
DR. LAFFA and order up the pillowy

laffa stuffed with anything from falafel
to shawarma to chicken schnitzel, if

you’re feeling naughty. 
3027 Bathurst St.

BEST BUBBLE TEA

The drinks menu at TEA SHOP 168
whacks it out of the park. Slurp on

green or black teas — with or without
milk — and an endless array of

flavours from green apple to red plum. 
5193 Yonge St.

BEST MIDDLE EASTERN

Located in Newtonbrook’s Persian
Plaza, ARZON SUPER MARKET is a super
home to all things Persian, with pista-
chio-dusted sweets and a rad 24-hour

takeout counter for late night eats. 
6103 Yonge St.

BEST TOAST MOUNTAINS

Anyone looking for an out-of-this-
world dessert experience best hit up

PETIT POTATO. There, 10-inch moun-
tains are built from thick-cut golden

toast and drenched in toppings.
10 Ravel Rd., Unit 1-2

BEST FANCY FRENCH

Sophisticates head to AUBERGE DU
POMMIER for a slice of France in a set-
ting that encourages good behaviour.

French classics like hand-cut beef
tartare and vichyssoise dot the menu. 

4150 Yonge St.

BEST HISTORIC VIBE

Jam-packed with history and then
some, THE MILLER TAVERN has skipped

from traveller pit stop to scene of
shady activities (gambling and more).
Now, go for patio-side steak et frites. 

3885 Yonge St.

2016

BEST CHOCOLATE CAKE
We always heart PHIPPS DESSERTS for

their sweet stuff, such as the mom choco-
late cake that is simple perfection. 

1875 Leslie St., Unit 21

BEST TART
Hit up LA BAMBOCHE when looking to im-

press guests. Their yuzu lemon tart will
charm all — even chocolatephiles. 

1712 Avenue Rd.

BEST FOR BIRTHDAYS
SHORT AND SWEET does a deluxe 

sprinkler cake loaded up with vanilla but-
tercream icing and endless sprinkles.

1945 Avenue Rd.

BEST CHEESECAKE
The charming BB CAFE serves up plenty of

pastries and more. We like their cheese-
cakes. Pair with Persian tea. 

6095 Yonge St.

BEST MILLE CREPE CAKE
Taiwanese bakery boutique BAKE CODE is
rife with freshly baked bread and pastries.
This matcha mille crepe cake? A winner.  

4910 Yonge St.

BEST FOR CUSTARD 
A local fave since its start in ’88, CHOCO-
LADA’s tornado cake is chocolate chiffon
layered with rum-spiked choco custard.  

180 Steeles Ave. W.

LOVIN’ SPOONFUL

SLICES OF LIFE
Whose cakes rock our socks off?
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BEST FLORIST

When seeking out fresh flowers,
FLORIS is always our go to. Have an

event in mind? They’ll custom create
the essential bouquet, be it a medley of

roses and dahlias or a floral heart.   
1670 Avenue Rd.

BEST FOR LIGHTS

Seeking out a sconce? Lighting for
your bathroom? A chandelier or three?
ROYAL LIGHTING has it all and does it
better than anyone else in the biz. A

showstopper of a showroom.
1549 Avenue Rd.

 BEST BOUTIQUE
A girlie dream come true 

is what WANT BOUTIQUE 
is to us. Trust that you’ll 

always find something fab.  
1788 Avenue Rd.

BEST EVENING DRESSES
“Ladies can go to ANDREWS — it’s very

good. I will go there to buy a gift for my
wife. They have nice evening dresses.”

2901 Bayview Ave.

BEST MINI MALL
“GALLERIA SUPERMARKET is an Asian mini-
mall, with food, housewares and services, that’s

different from usual cookie-cutter mall offerings.” 
7040 Yonge St.

BEST SHOES
“IN STYLE SHOES has saved me more
than once. I always find the perfect style,

and the ladies know their stuff!” 
1758 Avenue Rd.

PARI’S PICK ANTONIO’S PICK LEON’S PICK

BEST FOR WORK

We like to keep it Canadian as much
as possible, and JUDITH & CHARLES
makes it easy. The work-ready garb 

always walks the line between appro-
priate and on trend. Never boring.

2901 Bayview Ave.

BEST ONE-STOP SHOP

Diane Alperin, the spirited owner of
CHRONIC CLOTHING, will always have
plenty of suggestions for how you can
add some oomph to your wardrobe.

Arrive ready to chat.
1986 Avenue Rd.

2016

Pictured L–R: 
Pari Davis, 
Antonio Coscarella 
and Leon Emmett

BEST FOR 
COMIC BOOKS

After sifting through the 
endless comics at HAIRY

TARANTULA, you’ll never want
to re-enter the real world. 

6979 Yonge St.BEST TAILOR
At BAYVIEW TAILORING
it’s all about quality tailoring

paired with personality, 
thanks to Antonio. 
2901 Bayview Ave.
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BEST NEW BARBER

Newbie barber KING’S CROWN is all
about giving men a taste of luxury with
hot towel shaves, facials and more. And
for those who want to bring it home,

they have spiffy grooming kits. 
2901 Bayview Ave.

BEST FOR SEEKING ANSWERS

Whether you are full-on Wiccan or
just dipping a toe or two into other
ways of thinking, THE OCCULT SHOP
will guide you in the right direction. 

A magical experience awaits. 
1373 Bathurst St.

BEST FOR FROCKS

For the Charlotte of the group, 
ROSS MAYER is just the ticket. 

Their frocks are both flirty and 
demure and done in bright colours and

plenty of fun florals.  
1929 Avenue Rd.

BEST BLOWOUTS

The neighbourhood’s hair has never
looked better thanks to BLOWDRY
LOUNGE. We agree — it really is 

all about the blow-dry. Plus, if need 
be, the stylists can go to you.

1788 Avenue Rd.

BEST FOR STATEMENT TEES

Fans of the statement T-shirt will al-
ways find ones fitted with inspirational

phrases at OUT ON A LIMB. Look for
names like Line, Rebecca Minkoff,

YoSox and Bella Dahl too. 
1755 Avenue Rd.

BEST BEAUTY BOUTIQUE

MURALE is uptown’s one stopper of a
shop for any and all beauty needs, from

eye pampering (hydrogels plus mas-
sage) to teeth whitening to a wee stint
at the brow bar for that perfect arch.  

20 Marie Labatte Rd.

THE RUSSIAN
STONE

Anyone who’s ever been
to the gem show in Tuc-
son will fall hard for our
local equivalent. With

over 500 types of miner-
als plucked from around
80 countries, this is defi-
nitely the place to go for
gems, fossils and more. 

6464 Yonge St.

JEWELLERY

2016

BEST SALES

MIMI’S BOUTIQUE is where we head
when looking for amazing pieces that
won’t break the bank. From buy-one-
get-one-half-off to Black Friday, they

know how to lure you in.   
1734 Avenue Rd.

BEST DESIGNER FOR LESS 

For ladies with a green viewpoint and a
taste for designer fashion, FLAIR TRADE
is the answer (and sigh of relief ). La-
bels like Missoni, Prada and Burberry
entice for a fraction of the retail price. 

3241 Yonge St.

BLING IT  ON
We uncovered the top five jewellery boutiques to head to 

for a medley of trinkets and treasures like no other

ALEX AND ANI
One of the most exciting

additions to the hal-
lowed halls of Yorkdale,
this haute hippie label
radiates good vibes.

Look for everything from
ring wrap earrings to
pendant necklaces to
signature bangles fit

with beads and charms.  
Yorkdale Mall

BERANI
As you step through the
doors into this jewellery

boutique, it’s evident
you’re in very good

hands. Home to baubles
from haute names like

Gucci and Carrera Y Car-
rera, this is where you

go when on the hunt for
straight-up luxury.

2901 Bayview Ave.

CLASSIC
CREATIONS 

From sparklers for 
engagements to

sparkling cuffs for your
wrists, their offerings go
from classic (white dia-

monds) to flirtatious
(pink tourmaline!) and
stop everywhere in be-
tween. Always a wow.

5799 Yonge St.

A B C D

ARAX
JEWELLERS

Craft your very own
bling ring with some as-
sistance from the Arax
artisans. Whether it’s a
pair of shoulder duster

earrings or a proper
knuckle duster for your
loved one (yourself, ob-
viously), they can do it. 

808 York Mills Rd.

E

A

A

B

B

C

C

E

EA
D

A

A



39

| 
P
O
S
T

| 
 S

E
P

T
E

M
B

E
R

 2
0

16

BEST DOGGIE SPAW

For the dog obsessed (like us), PUFF N
PURR SPAW is just the ticket for your

pooch. Groomer Jasmine has a calming
presence and pets adore her. Your baby

will emerge a new, well, dog.
28 Finch Ave. W., Unit 108

BEST ESCAPE ROOM

Everyone and their aunt is obsessed
with escape rooms — and for good

reason. MYSTERY ROOM does it up with
some rather intense escape zones, in-
cluding a quest to kill the devil’s son.  

1140 Sheppard Ave. W., Unit 18

BEST BOWLING ALLEY

Don your very finest threads from
1975 and hit up the NEWTONBROOK

BOWLERAMA for some classic fun. Best
deal is to go Sunday mornings, when

each game is but a toonie. 
5837 Yonge St.

BEST FOR THROWING AXES

Who would have guessed that axe
throwing was going to become a thing?
BATL brings it with their rad facilities
where you emerge feeling surprisingly
refreshened. They also have a mobile

team so can come to your event.
153 Bridgeland Ave., Unit 15-16

BEST FARMERS’ MARKET

The NORTH YORK FARMERS’ MARKET
at Mel Lastman Square is perfectly

suited to both shopping for fresh fruit
and veg or just a lively place to head

for a weekend morning stroll.  
5100 Yonge St.

DARCY’S PICKJOEL’S PICK SENDER’S PICK

BEST FOR DOG WALKS
“SUNNYBROOK PARK is a 
great place to take my dog for 

hikes when I want to feel like I’m 
not in the city anymore.” 

1132 Leslie St.

BEST FOR HOCKEY
“My son and I train at PARAMOUNT ICE

with Daniel Erlich, a pro hockey
player–slash–performance 
skating and skills coach.” 

1107 Finch Ave. W. 

BEST FOR THE ARTS
“TORONTO CENTRE FOR 

THE ARTS always has fantastic
theatre. There’s always a great 

show to check out.” 
5040 Yonge St.

WILL’S PICK

BEST FOR FLICKS
“My wife and I go to EMPRESS 

THEATRES a lot to watch movies 
— typically action because it’s more 

impressive on the big screen.” 
5095 Yonge St.

BEST 
FOR FITNESS

The buzzy REVOLUTION
MMA goes beyond MMA,

with jiu-jitsu and more. 
150 Lesmill Rd.

2016

BEST CLIMBING
TRUE NORTH CLIMBING
has a cool 15,000 square 
feet of climbing terrain for
newbies and pros alike. 
75 Carl Hall Rd., Unit 14

BEST PHYSIO
Our publisher swears 
by  SHAPE HEALTH 

& WELLNESS CENTRE
for massage and all things 

pertaining to the spine. 
35 Coldwater Rd.

BEST FOR YOGA
Align all of your chakras 

at MOKSHA YOGA
and emerge centred. 

100 Sheppard Ave. E., 
Unit 100

Pictured L–R: 
Joel Gerson, Darcy
Hagerman, Will Jung
and Sender Deutsch


