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Oleg Nikolayenko and Yuriy Potapov are 
modern artists actively involved in сriating 
the artistic life of Russia and St. Petersburg 
in particular. 
 This year marks 30 years of collaborative 
activity of Oleg Nikolayenko and Yuriy 
Potapov, whose creative contribution to the 
overall artistic space is a property of 
Russian culture. Their way of life is a 
conscious creative process, the ideology of 
which was the theoretical foundation of  Art 
Group "SNOW" organized by the artists in 
1989.  

Not the conquest of snow-capped peaks 
but serving the only religion - Art united Oleg  Nikolayenko and Yuriy Potapov in the creative union. 

  Consolidation of intellectual and creative forces allowed the artists not only to resist cultural assimilation, but also to create 
an actively operating institute, which aims in development and preservation of the national culture.

Oleg Nikolayenko and Yuriy Potapov are an integral part of St.Petersburg's cultural environment, and continue to play an 
active role in the contemporary art world.
 They were called the "Wanderers of 90s", when they in a difficult time for Russia implemented a large-scale all-Russia 
"Journey Home" project over the Russian museums.

 In 2000 the "SNOW" Art group  implemented the project "Mansard of Artists", which today includes the creative 
association "Mansard of Artists" brought together more than three hundred artists, the gallery "Mansard of Artists" with two 
exhibition platforms and the news agency "MX".

The "Mansard of artists" project was conceived and started at the beginning of this century, the warm winter of 2001. In the 
attic of one of the old houses of St. Petersburg, there appeared a gallery, the doors of which were open to every artist. The 
"Mansard of Artists" gallery was named by the place of its origin. 

In 2005 it became a laureate of international festival "Master Class" in the nomination of "People's Gallery". And since then 
this title is inseparably connected with the name of the "Mansard of Artists" gallery, the people's gallery.




