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Sarah O’Dea 
Shady and the Lamp
designer and maker sarah o’dea lovingly restores and manufactures high-quality 
lampshades from her studio in dublin’s art and antiques quarter on francis street.

 
“I knew it was time to run my own business when I couldn’t conceive of doing 
anything else anymore. It was an itch that I was compelled to scratch. 

It’s important for me to keep an eye on what’s trending in the fashion and 
interiors arena but colour and texture will always be key elements in my designs. 
Sometimes, it’s in the creation of one lampshade that inspires another.

Other than my very proficient finger and potato painting, my most vivid 
creation as a child was a collage of Christopher Columbus’s ship, La Santa 
María. There were lollipop sticks, cotton wool and lots of net involved and I 
remember how much I loved making it. I suppose I’ve always liked the tactility 
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UrsUla Celano
UrsUla 
Celano
Ursula Celano runs her 
eponymous company 
designing gifts and homewares 
with a distinct Irish identity. 
After a career in management 
consulting, Celano took the 

plunge in 2011 to start her own business, fusing her 
loves of drawing and making and the tourism industry.

 
“I knew it was time to run my own business when I 
had two young children, a husband who worked away 
during the week and a real desire to do something 
for myself. Though my professional training was in 
technology, I had always been interested in drawing 
and loved patterns and fabric. Once I had my younger 
child settled in playschool and a few hours to myself, 
ideas seemed to come to me. It was the height of the 
recession and I thought that I might as well go off the 

cliff doing something I was interested in.
My inspiration for my designs comes from the things in Ireland 

that I love, that make me happy – the sort of happy where your 
heart swells.

I have always been making things. When I was young I made a 
patchwork quilt, cleverly cutting little squares out of the curtains – not 
realising that my mother would notice when the curtains were pulled 
in the evening. That was more than 30 years ago and my mother 
hasn’t forgotten.

Fortunately, many of the independent gift designers in Dublin are 
friendly and we meet up every two months to support each other. We 
know that it would be wrong to view each other as competitors as, 
the better we all get, the more interest people will have in Irish design, 
creating a stronger market for all of us.

My typical day starts with getting the children to school. When I 
get back I make a cup of tea as a ritual and take it upstairs to my 
desk. Mostly I deal with administrative things during the day and in 
the evening get some time for drawing if my husband is home on time 
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of a piece that has many components you can bring 
together to produce something original.

My ideal space is a colourful, welcoming and 
energetic environment, with big windows, a decent 
coffee machine and a jungle of plants. And space, of 
course – endless amounts of space.

Starting my own business has been a mini adventure filled with 
determination, excitement and uncertainty. There have been plenty of 
challenges and lessons along the way but ultimately, it’s one of the 
most fulfilling things I’ve ever done, and I’m extremely fortunate to 
love what I do. 

My days are ever-changing. Usually there are 10 to 15 projects on 
the go, ranging from residential to commercial alongside the designing 
of my own collections. And there is at least always a restoration project 
at work. I tend to have a needle and thread in my hand at any given 
time.

My desire to create, to work with my hands, to succeed in building a 
successful and meaningful business is what I’m passionate about.

I purchased a piece of embroidered art at a market in Northern Laos. 
I love it for its beautiful craftsmanship but also because it reminds me 
of a particular time in my life.

I believe every home should have beautiful lampshades and lots of 
them. And an emergency stash of chocolate.

Fusing creativity with business is not without its challenges. It’s 
sometimes hard to be practical when your work is so personal, but I 
remind myself to always think of the bigger picture. For me, it’s about 
striking the right balance and trying to maintain it.

I couldn’t do it without my partner, my family and my friends. I have 
what feels like an endless pool of support and advice that I can draw 
from, and to know that they’re rooting for me makes the journey that 
bit easier – and much more fun.”
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