


Peter Reed finest luxury linens since 1861.  
 

For generations our bedding, hand crafted in 
Lancashire from the highest grade cottons, has 

symbolised authentic British luxury for the home.
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History
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As tactile experiences go nothing quite compares with 
running your fingers across a freshly pressed, finely woven 
fabric and once you've developed a love of cloth you never 
lose it.

Peter Reed’s search for textile perfection is one that dates 
back over 150 years, from the middle of the 19th century 
when England was the heart of the industrial revolution and 
Lancashire was the centre of the world's newly mechanised 
clothmaking industry. You could barely walk down a cobbled 
street in these parts without the clang, clamour and furious 
roar of the world’s most skilled, most efficient weavers 
warping and wefting cotton to the incessant beat of the 
world trade drum. Clothes, uniforms, upholstery fabrics, 
towels, bedding. The world demanded the best; Lancastrian 
mills supplied.

We're still running our fingers across cloth, still obsessed with 
perfection, still very much in love. 

From the very 
first touch
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Nelson is 
alive and well
It was the opening of the Leeds and Liverpool Canal in 1796 
followed 50 years later by the East Lancashire Railway Line 
that changed everything and turned hills and dales into an 
economic powerhouse. 

In 1861 Peter Reed started manufacturing the finest luxury 
linens with water-powered looms on the slopes of Pendle 
Hill. The business moved to Nelson — named after Napoleon’s 
nemesis — in 1891. At one point Peter Reed’s Springbank Mill 
boasted the second largest weaving shed in the world with 
no less than 748 shuttles.

Today, Nelson is quieter, but still a hive of activity as Peter 
Reed’s craftspeople rely on skills passed down through 
generations to produce bed linen that is good enough for  
a queen. In fact, in 2008 the company was awarded the  
Royal Warrant of Appointment to Her Majesty the Queen  
as manufacturers of bed linen.
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Craft
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Lancastrians call a spade a spade. It might be fashionable to 
talk about 'artisan' skills but we prefer the down-to-earth 
terminology that has stood us well for over 150 years: Ours is a 
craft that has been passed down from generation to generation. 

The finest linens cannot be produced by computer-controlled 
robots; the process requires touch, feel and instinct. To 
witness the Peter Reed team in action is to marvel at the speed 
and dexterity of craftspeople at the very top of their game, 
supremely confident in their ability to cut, sew, hem, embroider, 
press and fold. It's an expertly choreographed performance 
made to look easy by people who love and understand cloth. 

Precision, care and pride in every movement, at every 
stage of the process. It’s in the Peter Reed bones.

Crafted in England, 
coveted everywhere
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We all have a different idea of luxury. For some people the 
greatest luxury is time. For some, the freedom to choose.  
For others, luxury is much more tangible, a deeply  
sensory experience. 

In the world of cloth, and of bed linens in particular, luxury 
is that sense of calm you enjoy when your head falls back on 
the pillow and your freshly laundered sheets brush your skin. 
A bed dressed in Peter Reed linens is the definition of luxury. 
Softness, smoothness, that magical moment of cool before 
the warmth, unforgettable comfort — every night a  
blissful escape.

Turning 
bedrooms into 
havens of luxury
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Every signature is different. Ours is the cord. The classic 
corded finish, synonymous with fine English bed linens and 
the name of Peter Reed in particular, remains the high 
watermark for a crisp, tailored look. 

This elegant, understated embellishment is grounded in 
practicality. In Victorian times laundering in grander, multi-
bedroomed households was a major task. Woe betide the 
maid who accidentally mixed upstairs linen with downstairs. 
By providing a clear visual reference for the quality of cloth — 
the more cords, the better the quality — the cording system 
made the daily change of bed linen far less onerous.

Today, Peter Reed’s signature cording remains a reliable guide 
to quality. We offer a range of thread counts in both percale 
and sateen cotton, as well as ultra-soft linen blends — each 
cord sewn meticulously by hand with no less than 28 stitches 
per inch.

Still counting 
the cords 
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Style
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Let’s not deny it; 
style matters
Perhaps it shouldn’t, but it does. Looks matter, style matters, 
taste matters. How your bedroom makes you feel matters. 

Embellishment of fine linens is a skill Peter Reed has 
mastered over the course of 150 years. (It’s not something 
you learn overnight.) Embroidery is one of our strengths 
and we have an entire collection of embroidery designs in 
addition to classic cords and prints. Many of our customers 
go a step further and commission embroidered designs of 
their own — the ultimate in personalised home comforts. 

As part of our bespoke linens service we invite you to choose 
from thousands of original Peter Reed patterns painstakingly 
archived and digitised, some dating back to the 19th century, 
or to provide your own artwork for our embroiderers  
to replicate.
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The beauty  
of bespoke 
It’s time to get personal. What kind of bedroom do you want? 
The best-dressed beds reflect the personality of the person  
or people who sleep in them.

Bespoke linen isn’t just about design. It’s about colour, too. We 
can take you through our thread library of hundreds of colours 
to find a hue that’s really you. We can colour match bed linen 
to a favourite scheme, add a family crest, a monogram, cut to 
specific bed sizes or unusual shapes — there are very few limits 
to what we can do in the name of a better night’s sleep. 

Maybe you have a super-yacht with super-sized berths. Perhaps 
you prefer pure linen to cotton. The Peter Reed difference is 
our desire to accommodate every customer’s requests. Made to 
measure bed linen in your home, wherever that may be, within a 
fortnight of being ordered.
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Quality so rare 
in life today 
From earliest trading times textiles have inspired imaginations 
and built empires. Even in Victorian times, when Peter Reed 
began, fine cloth still ranked as one of the most coveted 
luxuries — something only the extremely wealthy few  
could afford.

Nowadays, thanks to mechanisation Peter Reed helped 
pioneer 150 years ago bedding is easy to manufacture and all 
too easy to throw away. This disposable culture is completely 
anathema to us.

That’s why we use only the finest, most lustrous cotton 
sheeting made from extra-long staple cotton — Egyptian or 
American Supima®, whichever is the best at any given time 
as harvests do vary. It’s why every single hem is stitched by 
hand, every detail checked and re-checked. Peter Reed 
linens are a joy to be treasured and passed down  
through generations. 
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Future
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Inspired by the 
past, driven by 
the future 
They say that if you can see the summit of Pendle Hill it’s 
about to rain; if you can’t see the summit it’s already raining. 
The tor’s brooding presence serves as a constant reminder of 
our past as well as an incentive to make a new mark.

The quest for perfection drives us forward. We’re not living in 
the past, we’re creating the future, come rain or shine.
 
After a century and a half of endeavour it would be 
a tragedy if the skills that produce Peter Reed luxury 
linens were lost in the mists of time, or Pendle Hill. We’re 
committed to developing the skills of our own employees 
with ongoing training programmes and actively encouraging 
a new generation of craftspeople through investment in 
apprenticeship schemes and educational initiatives.

The story continues.
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A green, 
pleasant land
Made in England. Those three words resonate more 
than ever. It's an increasingly rare claim but an 
immense source of pride. England gave birth to the 
industrial revolution, to the modern textile industry, 
to the idea that every person’s home is a castle.  
We’re proud of where we came from and can’t  
wait to see where this river is going.

If you’re ever in Lancashire, we hope you’ll drift by.
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