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Hi everyone, my name is David, and it is my goal to help you learn English faster.  

Learning to speak English is easier than you think, you just need to use the correct 

learning methods.  Remember that you can access the written transcripts for each 

podcast at learningenglishfaster.com.   

 

In this episode we will be discussing the following: 

Part 1 – Who was Mark Twain 

Part 2 – Mark Twain’s most famous works 

Part 3 – Short story 

Part 4 – Questions and answers 

 

Part 1:  Who was Mark twain? 

Samuel Clemens, better known by his pen name Mark Twain, lived from 1835 to 

1910.  He is one of the most famous American writers and well known for his 

sense of humor, which he used tactfully to address some of the major political 

issues of his time, such as slavery.  Some have even been known to call Mark 

Twain the father of American literature and the greatest humorist that the United 

States has ever produced.  Many of the famous authors writings were clearly 

influenced by his childhood life growing up on the great Mississippi River in 

Hannibal, Missouri.  The characters of both Tom Sawyer and Huckleberry Finn 

were both greatly influenced by people that the author really knew growing up in 

the small river town.    

 

 



 Part 2:  Mark twain’s Most faMous works: 

Mark Twain wrote at least 21 books during his life, but his most famous by far are 

The Adventures of Tom Sawyer and Adventures of Huckleberry Finn.  Both of these 

American classics take place along the Mississippi River in the late 1800s, before 

the American civil war.  The Adventures of Tom Sawyer is about the adventures of 

a mischievous, but kind-hearted young boy growing up in the south.  The main 

character, Tom Sawyer, is a playful youth who is forced live with his Aunt Polly 

and his little brother after their mother dies.  Tom’s adventurous spirit leads to 

the witnessing of a murder in a graveyard, the exploring of uncharted caves, living 

with friends on a river island, searching for treasure, and the confusion on how to 

best gain the attention his childhood love.   

In Adventures of Huckleberry Finn, Mark Twain uses a character named Huck, who 

we already met in The adventures of Tom Sawyer.  Throughout the story, we 

follow Huck and his friend, Jim, who is an escaped slave.  The unlikely friends end 

up working together to float down the mighty Mississippi River, away from their 

troubles.  The two main characters share countless adventures, which eventually 

help Huck to decide that slavery is wrong.   

 

Part 3:  Short story 

Tom Sawyer is a playful boy who does not like going to school or church.  Tom 

would rather play with his friends outdoors than be educated.  Sometimes Tom 

decides to skip school to explore the great outdoors.  Tom Sawyer has a friend 

named Huckleberry Finn, or just Huck for short.  Huck does what ever he wants 

because his father is an abusive drunk.  Huck never goes to school, smokes a 

pipe, and spends most of his time fishing along the mighty Mississippi River.  

None of Tom’s friends are allowed to play with Huck, so they all do every 

chance they get.  Tom and Huck always have the best adventures together.  

Tom is a clever romantic, who cannot resist a good adventure.  Huck is not well 

educated, but he is street-smart and good-natured.  The two characters 

complement each other well throughout their many adventures in both The 

adventures of Tom Sawyer and Huckleberry Finn.   

 



Part 4:  Questions and answers 

Now I will tell a small part of the story followed by a pause, this is your turn to 

answer.  Short one or two word answers are fine.  

 

Tom Sawyer is a playful boy who does not like going to school or church. 

-Does Tom enjoy going to school? 

No, Tom is a playful boy who does not like going to school.   

 

Tom would rather play with his friends outdoors than be educated. 

-Would Tom prefer to play with his friends or be educated? 

Tom would prefer to play with his friends. 

 

Sometimes Tom decides to skip school to explore the great outdoors. 

-Does Tom always go to school, like he is supposed to? 

No, sometimes Tom decides to skip school so he can explore the great outdoors. 

 

Tom Sawyer has a friend named Huckleberry Finn, or just Huck for short. 

-Is Tom Friends with Huckleberry Finn? 

Yep, Tom is a friend of Huck. 

 

Huck does whatever he wants because his father is an abusive drunk. 

-Why can Huck do whatever he wants? 

Huck can do whatever he wants because he is the son of an abusive drunk. 

 



Huck never goes to school, smokes a pipe, and spends most of his time fishing 

along the mighty Mississippi River. 

-Does Huck smoke a pipe in school? 

No, Huck does not even go to school.  He spends most of his time fishing along 

the mighty Mississippi River.   

 

None of Tom’s friends are allowed to play with Huck, so they all do every 

chance they get. 

-Are Tom and his friends allowed to play with Huck? 

Nope, but they do every chance they get. 

 

Tom and Huck always have the best adventures together. 

-Do Tom and Huck have great adventures together? 

Yep, Tom and Huck always have the best adventures together.    

 

Tom is a clever romantic, who cannot resist a good adventure.  Huck is not well 

educated, but he is street-smart and good-natured. 

-Do Tom and Huck have the same strengths? 

No, Tom is a clever romantic and Huck is a street-smart boy who exercises 

common sense. 

 

The two characters complement each other well throughout their many 

adventures in both The adventures of Tom Sawyer and Huckleberry Finn.  

-Do the two characters complement each other well? 

Yes, throughout their many adventures the characters complement each other 

well.  In other words, both boys bring strengths to the relationship that help 

throughout their many adventures.   



That is the end of this short story.  Remember that you can find complete audio 

courses, which are much more in-depth and based on these famous American 

stories at learningenglishfaster.com.  If you can understand most of this lesson, 

you are ready for the low-intermediate audio course called Tom Sawyer.  If not, I 

suggest working on your basic vocabulary using free websites such as 

Duolingo.com and this podcast, which you can always find for free at 

LearningEnglishFaster.com.   

 

 

 

 


