
Spiders in Puerto Rico- Free Podcast #24 

Learning English Faster Podcast 

-No grammar, no lists to memorize, no textbooks- 

  

In this episode we will be discussing the following:  

Part 1 - Spiders in Puerto Rico 

Part 2 - The Black Widow – Short true story 

Part 3 – Questions and Answers 

Hi everyone, my name is David, and it is my goal to help you learn English faster.  

Learning to speak English is easier than you think, you just need to use the correct 

learning methods.  Remember that you can always access the complete written 

transcripts for each podcast at learningenglishfaster.com.  You may also join the 

“Learning English Faster .com” Facebook group and meet other people who are 

also learning English.  Just go to: 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/3396962433722654 

 

Part 1 – Spiders in Puerto Rico  

During my beekeeping days, I would frequently spend long days outside working 
in the field.  This is when I ran into some of the spiders in Puerto Rico.  I 
discovered that although the tropical island does not have any poisonous snakes, 
it does have some poisonous spiders.  I would occasionally run into a hairy 
tarantula.  This would freak me out a little, but the tarantulas never caused any 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/3396962433722654


real problems.  I am not sure what type of spider it was, but there was a small, 
black, and flat spider that had a very interesting technique for eating my bees.  
One day while I was working with my bees, I witnessed one of these small spiders 
jump off the side of a hive, grab one of my bees in the air, and fall to the ground 
with the bee in its grasp.  I cannot express how much I wish I had that moment on 
camera.  Another spider that I would occasionally find around the house is a 
huntsman spider.  At first, this spider gave me the heebie-jeebies.  In other words, 
it really freaked me out because it is big and crazy fast.  I think the reason that it is 
so freaky is because it moves so fast and erratically that you cannot tell where it is 
going to go.  Anyway, I later discovered that these spiders are completely 
harmless to people.   

 

Part 2 - The Black Widow – Short true story 

The one spider that caused a bit of a problem that had to be addressed is the 
famous black widow.  This spider is poisonous and well known for having a red 
hourglass shaped mark on its abdomen.  This spider is not usually aggressive and 
will only bite when it feels threatened.  However, it became a problem when I 
accidentally brought a female home because it was hiding in one of my beehives.  
This became apparent when I started finding baby black widow spiders all around 
my garage, where I kept the empty hives.  This discovery was very concerning 
because my son was only about three years old at the time, and a black widow 
bite can be fatal to a small child.  Fortunately, I was able to locate them and hunt 
them down fairly easily.  Although, black widow spiders only come out at night, 
they have a very distinct web that is easy to identify.  Most spider webs are 
somewhat organized and symmetrical, but the black widow has a disorganized 
mess of a web.  You may see a photo of a black widow spider on its web by going 
to the free podcast page at LearningEnglishFaster.com.  I would take note of any 
of these messy webs I found during the day, then I would come back and hunt 
down the unsuspecting black widows at night.  Eventually, I found the mother and 
I was able to eliminate all her offspring.   

 

Part 3 – Questions and Answers:  Now I will tell a small part of the true story 

followed by a pause, this pause is time for you to answer out loud.  Short and 



quick answers are best.  My answers may by slightly longer to provide context.  

This technique simulates a conversation and helps you to start thinking in English.  

Answer the questions as if you were telling the story.    

The one spider that caused a bit of a problem that had to be addressed is the 
famous black widow.   

-Did the famous black widow spider cause a problem? 

Yes, out of all the spiders I ran into in Puerto Rico, only the black widow caused a 
problem.   

 

This spider is poisonous and well known for having a red hourglass shaped mark 
on its abdomen.   

-Does the black widow spider have a red hourglass shaped mark on its back? 

No, black widow spiders do have a red hourglass shaped mark, but the mark is on 
their abdomen, not on their back.   

 

This spider is not usually aggressive and will only bite when it feels threatened.  
However, it became a problem when I accidentally brought a female home 
because it was hiding in one of my beehives.   

-Was the spider a problem because black widows are very aggressive or was it a 
problem because you accidently brought one home with you? 

The black widow spider was only a problem because I accidently brought it home 
in one of my beehives.   

 

This became apparent when I started finding baby black widow spiders all 
around my garage, where I kept the empty hives.   

-How did you discover that you had a black widow problem?   



The problem became apparent when I started finding baby black widows around 
my garage, close to where I kept the empty hives.   

 

This discovery was very concerning because my son was only about three years 
old at the time, and a black widow bite can be fatal to a small child. 

-Was the discovery of the black widow spiders concerning because they gave you 
the heebie-jeebies or because you had a small child in the house? 

The discovery of the black widow spiders was very concerning because there was 
a small child in the house.   

 

Fortunately, I was able to locate them and hunt them down fairly easily.  
Although, black widow spiders only come out at night, they have a very distinct 
web that is easy to identify. 

-Was it easy or difficult to hunt down the black widows in your garage? 

It was fairly easy to hunt the spiders down because they have a very distinct web. 

 

Most spider webs are somewhat organized and symmetrical, but the black 
widow has a disorganized mess of a web.   

-What is different about the web of the famous black widow spider? 

Most spider webs are somewhat organized and symmetrical, but the web of a 
black widow is a disorganized mess, at least it looks that way.   

 

I would take note of any of these messy webs during the day, then I would come 
back and hunt down the unsuspecting black widows at night.   

-Did you hunt the black widows during the day or during the night? 



I hunted the black widows at night.  I would find the webs during the day, so I 
knew where to find them at night.   

 

Eventually, I found the mother and I was able to eliminate all her offspring.   

-Were you able to find all the black widow spiders in your garage? 

Yes, I was eventually able to eliminate all the black widow spiders in my garage.   

   

Conclusion 

This free podcast uses the same learning methods that are used in the complete 

courses, but the stories in the complete courses are superior because they 

provide much more context, and each new lesson is a continuation of the same 

story.  If you like this free podcast, please help me to continue developing content 

by sharing an episode or 2 on your favorite social media.   

 

Until next week.   

 

     

 


