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Learning English Faster Podcast 

-No grammar, no lists to memorize, no textbooks- 

 

In this episode we will be discussing the following:  

Part 1 - After the storm 

Part 2 - Questions & answers 

Hi everyone, my name is David, and it is my goal to help you learn English faster.  

Learning to speak English is easier than you think, you just need to use the correct 

learning methods.  Remember that you can always access the complete written 

transcripts for each podcast at learningenglishfaster.com.  You may also join the 

Learning English Faster .com Facebook group and meet other people who are 

also learning English.  Just go to: 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/3396962433722654 

 

Part 1 – After the storm 

The next day, we all went outside and saw the destruction.  Trees and even 

telephone poles were down everywhere.  The picture of the 2 fallen coconut 

trees above was take in our yard (you can find the pictures at 

LearningEnglishFaster.com on the free podcast page).  You may be surprised to 

learn that they are both still alive today, more than 3 years later.  At least it will 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/3396962433722654


be easier to reach the coconuts.  You really could not drive anywhere because 

all the roads were blocked.  Power was out for the entire island, and this also 

meant that nobody had water because the water pumps do not work without 

power.  We were lucky to have enough dry food such as rice, beans, and oats to 

last us a while, but everything in our refrigerator went bad.  We were also lucky 

to have a small creek close to our house, where we could bath, wash cloths, and 

get water.  We quickly realized that there was almost no cell phone or internet 

service on the entire island, so we could not contact our family in the United 

States to let them know that we were safe.  Since there was no power, credit 

and debit cards did not work.  This meant that you could only buy with cash, but 

you could not get cash from your bank or an ATM machine.  There were also 8-

hour lines to buy a container full of gas.  64 people died during the storm, but 

thousands more would end up dying because they could not get the medical 

attention they required.  There was massive damage to agriculture such as 

coffee and bananas.  There was also severe flooding and frequent landslides 

around the island.   

 

Part 2 – Questions & answers 

Now I will tell a small part of the true story above followed by a pause, this pause 

is time for you to answer out loud.  Short and quick one or two-word answers are 

best.  My answers may by slightly longer to provide context.  This technique 

simulates a conversation and helps you to start thinking in English.  Answer as if 

you were the person telling the story.   

 

The next day, we all went outside and saw the destruction.   

-Did you see the destruction the next day? 

Unfortunately yes, the next day we all went outside and saw the destruction.   

 

Trees and even telephone poles were down everywhere.   

-What was down everywhere, trees or telephone poles? 



Both, there were trees and telephone poles down everywhere.  

 

The picture of the 2 fallen coconut trees in the picture above was take in our 

yard.   

-Did hurricane Maria knock down trees in your yard? 

Yes, hurricane Maria knocked down many trees in our yard.  Again, you can see a 

picture of two coconut trees that fell down in our yard if you visit 

LearningEnglishFaster.com on the free podcast page. 

 

You may be surprised to learn that they are both still alive today, more than 3 

years later.   

-Did your coconut trees survive? 

Yes, surprisingly the trees survived, despite being knocked over by the high winds.   

 

At least it will be easier to reach the coconuts.   

-Will it be easier or more difficult to reach the coconuts? 

It will be easier to reach the coconuts because they will be closer to the ground.   

 

You really could not drive anywhere because all the roads were blocked.   

-Did you and your family drive around after the storm? 

No, we could not really drive anywhere at first because all the roads were 

blocked.   

 

Power was out for the entire island, and this also meant that nobody had water 

because the water pumps do not work without power.   

-Why didn’t the island of Puerto Rico have water after hurricane Maria? 



The island did not have water because there was no power, and the water pumps 

do not work without power.   

 

We were lucky to have enough dry food such as rice, beans, and oats to last us a 

while, but everything in our refrigerator went bad. 

-Were you lucky that everything in your refrigerator went bad? 

No, the food in the refrigerator did go bad, but that was not lucky.  However, we 

were lucky to have some dry food that would last a while.    

 

We were also lucky to have a small creek close to our house, where we could 

bath, wash our cloths, and get water.   

-Did you have a small creek close to your house? 

Yes, we had a small creek close to our house where we could bath, wash cloths, 

and get water.   

 

We quickly realized that there was almost no cell phone or internet service on 

the entire island, so we could not contact our family in the United States to let 

them know that we were safe.   

-Were you able to contact your family in the United States and let them know 

that you are safe? 

No, we had no way to contact our families because there was no cell phone or 

internet service close to our home.   

 

Since there was no power, credit and debit cards did not work.   

-Why didn’t credit or debit cards work? 

Credit and debit cards did not work because there was no power.   

 



This meant that you could only buy with cash, but you could not get cash from 

your bank or an ATM machine.  There were also 8-hour lines to buy a container 

full of gas.   

-Did you buy gas with a credit card? 

No, cards did not work, so we had to use cash.  We also had to wait in a very long 

line for hours.   

 

64 people died during the storm, but thousands more would end up dying 

because they could not get the medical attention they required.   

Did only 64 people die due to Hurricane Maria? 

No, 64 people died during the storm, but many more died later because they 

could not get the medical attention they needed.   

 

There was massive damage to agriculture such as coffee and bananas.   

-Were the coffee and banana plants damaged? 

Unfortunately, yes there was massive damage to all agriculture on the island.   

 

There was also severe flooding and frequent landslides around the island.   

-Were landslides a problem after hurricane Maria? 

Yes, flooding and landslides were a big problem all around the island.   

 

Conclusion 

This free podcast uses some of the same learning methods that are used in the 

complete courses, but the stories in the complete courses are superior because 

they provide much more context, and each new lesson is a continuation of the 

same story.  If you like this free podcast, please help me to continue developing 

content by sharing on your favorite social media.  Until next week.   


