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Learning English Faster Podcast 

-No grammar, no lists to memorize, no textbooks- 

 

In this episode we will be discussing the following:  

Part 1 - The biggest storm of my life 

Part 2 - Questions & answers 

Hi everyone, my name is David, and it is my goal to help you learn English faster.  

Learning to speak English is easier than you think, you just need to use the correct 

learning methods.  Remember that you can always access the complete written 

transcripts for each podcast at learningenglishfaster.com.  You may also join the 

Learning English Faster .com Facebook group where you can share ideas with 

other people who are also learning English.   

 

Part 1 - The biggest storm of my life 

When we lost power, we all knew that Maria was close.  Soon, we started 

getting some waves of rain, so we all went into our boarded-up house and got 

the flashlights ready.  Little by little, the winds became stronger and stronger as 

sheets of rain blasted our house.  We had to get some towels to soak up the 

water that was coming in from a second story balcony door because we did not 

think to put sandbags on the second story of the house, and the balcony was 

filling with water.  After about 4 hours of fierce winds and massive rainfall, the 

storm slowly started to dissipate over about a 15-minute period.  I knew that 



this meant that the eye of the storm was approaching us, and that this was my 

opportunity to go outside the house to unclog the drainage holes in the balcony.  

I rushed outside to put sandbags on the upper door and unclog the drainage 

holes.  Then, I ran back into the house because I knew that we were only 

halfway through the storm.  Then, we waited for the powerful storm to resume.  

But because Maria was moving very slowly, we were in the calm of the eye for 2 

hours.  Then, when Maria slowly resumed, the winds were blowing in the 

opposite direction.  My neighbors did not warn me that this would happen 

because none of them had ever experienced a direct hit before.  This was a 

problem, because we did not board up the west or south sides of the house.  

Since the super high winds were blowing the rain sideways, it was being pushed 

through the bottom of the windows.  All we could do is soak up the water with 

towels and ring them out again and again.  As the sun went down for the night, 

my hands had blisters from ringing out towels.  Finally, the winds slowly died 

down and we were able to get some sleep. 

 

Part 2 - Questions & answers 

Now I will tell a small part of the true story above followed by a pause, this pause 

is time for you to answer out loud.  Short and quick one or two-word answers are 

best.  My answers may by slightly longer to provide context.  This technique 

simulates a conversation and helps you to start thinking in English.  Answer as if 

you were the person telling the story.   

When we lost power, we all knew that Maria was close.   

-When did you know that hurricane Maria was close, when you saw cows flying or 

when you lost power? 

We knew that hurricane Maria was close when we lost power.  We never saw any 

flying cows, but that does not mean there were not any. 

 

Soon, we started getting some waves of rain, so we all went into our boarded-

up house and got the flashlights ready.   



-What did you and your family do after you saw waves of rain, go inside and get 

the flashlights ready or fly a kite? 

When we started getting waves of rain, we all went inside the house and got the 

flashlights ready.   

 

Little by little, the winds became stronger and stronger as sheets of rain blasted 

our house.   

-Did the strong winds hit you all at once or did they get stronger little by little? 

The winds became stronger little by little. 

 

We had to get some towels to soak up the water that was coming in from a 

second story balcony door because we did not think to put sandbags on the 

second story of the house, and the balcony was filling with water.   

-Why was water coming in through a second story door? 

Water was coming in underneath a second story door because we did not think to 

put sandbags at the bottom of that door.   

 

After about 4 hours of fierce winds and massive rainfall, the storm slowly 

started to dissipate over about a 15-minute period.   

-How long did it take for the storm to dissipate, 15 seconds or 15 minutes? 

After about 4 hours, the storm slowly dissipated over about a 15-minute period.   

 

I knew that this meant that the eye of the storm was approaching us, and that 

this was my opportunity to go outside the house to unclog the drainage holes in 

the balcony.   

-Did you think that the storm was over, or did you think that the eye of the storm 

was approaching?  



I thought that the eye of the storm was approaching because I knew that it was 

too soon for it to be over.  I also knew that this was my opportunity to go outside 

and put sandbags on the second story door.   

 

I rushed outside to put sandbags on the upper door and unclog the drainage 

holes.  Then, I ran back into the house because I knew that we were only 

halfway through the storm.   

-After you put the sandbags on the upper door, why did you run back into the 

house? 

I ran back into the house because I knew that the storm was going to return.  I 

knew that we were only halfway through the storm.   

 

Then, we waited for the powerful storm to resume.  But because Maria was 

moving very slowly, we were in the calm of the eye for 2 hours.   

-How long were you in the eye of the storm, two hours or two minutes? 

Because hurricane Maria was moving very slowly, we were in the eye of the storm 

for 2 hours.   

 

Then, when Maria slowly resumed, the winds were blowing in the opposite 

direction.  My neighbors did not warn me that this would happen because none 

of them had ever experienced a direct hit before.   

-Why didn’t your neighbors tell you that the winds would change direction after 

the eye of the storm, because they thought it would be funny to play a trick on 

the American or because none of them had ever experienced a direct hit before? 

My neighbors did not tell me that the winds would change directions after the 

eye of the storm because they did not know.  None of them knew this would 

happen because none of them had ever experienced a direct hit before.   

 



This was a problem, because we did not board up the west or south sides of the 

house.   

-Was this a problem or did you board up every side of your house? 

This was a problem because we did not board up the west or south sides of the 

house.   

 

Since the super high winds were blowing the rain sideways, it was being pushed 

through the bottom of the windows.   

-Why were the super high winds a problem, because they would break the 

windows or because it would push the rain though the bottom of the windows? 

The super high winds were a problem because they caused the rain to blow 

sideways and this pushed it through the bottom of the windows.   

 

All we could do is soak up the water with towels and ring them out again and 

again.  As the sun went down for the night, my hands had blisters from ringing 

out towels.   

-Why did you get blisters on your hands? 

From ringing water out of towels again and again for hours.   

 

Finally, the winds slowly died down and we were able to get some sleep. 

-Were you able to get any sleep? 

Yes, after dealing with hurricane Maria all day, the winds slowed down and we 

were able to get some sleep.   

 

Conclusion 

This free podcast uses some of the same learning methods that are used in the 

complete courses, but the stories in the complete courses are superior because 

they provide much more context, and each new lesson is a continuation of the 



same story.  If you like this free podcast, please help me to continue developing 

content by sharing on your favorite social media.  Until next week.   

 


