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Learning English Faster Podcast 

-No grammar, no lists to memorize, no textbooks- 

 

In this episode we will be discussing the following:  

Part 1 - Preparation for Maria 

Part 2 - Questions & answers 

Hi everyone, my name is David, and it is my goal to help you learn English faster.  

Learning to speak English is easier than you think, you just need to use the correct 

learning methods.  Remember that you can always access the complete written 

transcripts for each podcast at learningenglishfaster.com.  You may also join the 

Learning English Faster .com Facebook group at the following link:    

https://www.facebook.com/groups/3396962433722654/ 

 

Part 1 - Preparation for Maria 

I grew up in Chicago, so I never really experienced a hurricane until I moved to 

Puerto Rico.  My first real hurricane was a big one and a direct hit.  When my 

wife and I realized that hurricane Maria was gaining strength and heading 

straight for Puerto Rico, we knew that it was time to prepare.  Since I had no 

experience with hurricanes, I asked some of our neighbors how I should 

prepare.  They told me that since hurricanes rotate counterclockwise in the 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/3396962433722654/


northern hemisphere, the north and east sides of our house would get hit the 

hardest.  So, I bought some half inch plywood and boarded up every door and 

window on the north and east sides of our house.  You can see a picture of our 

boarded-up house if you go to the Free Podcast page of the 

LearningEnglishFaster.com website.  I also put sandbags at the bottom of every 

door to prevent the water from being pushed under the doors.  We were lucky 

that Maria hit Puerto Rico in the morning because it meant that we would be 

able to see without too much trouble.  The powerful hurricane had a maximum 

wind speed of 175 mph and maximum sustained winds of 155 mph, which 

means that it had sustained winds similar to a strong f2 tornado. 

 

Part 2 - Questions & answers 

Now, you will hear a small part of the story.  Then, you will hear a simple question 

followed by a pause.  During this pause, you should answer the question out loud.  

Short and quick answers are best.  This question and answer technique simulates a 

conversation and is designed to help you to start thinking in English.  You should 

answer the questions as if you were the one telling the story.   

I grew up in Chicago, so I never really experienced a hurricane until I moved to 

Puerto Rico.   

-Did you experience a lot of hurricanes growing up in Chicago? 

No, Chicago is not near the ocean, so we do not get hurricanes there.   

 

My first real hurricane was a big one and a direct hit.   

Was your first hurricane experience a big one? 

Yep, my very first hurricane was a big one and a direct hit.   

 

When my wife and I realized that hurricane Maria was gaining strength and 

heading straight for Puerto Rico, we knew that it was time to prepare.   



-When did you and your wife realize that it was time to prepare for hurricane 

Maria, when it gained strength or when it started heading for Puerto Rico? 

Both, when hurricane Maria started gaining strength and heading for Puerto Rico 

we knew it was time to prepare.   

 

Since I had no experience with hurricanes, I asked some of our neighbors how I 

should prepare.   

-How did you know how to prepare for the hurricane? 

Because I had no experience with hurricanes, I decided to ask my neighbors what 

I should do to prepare.   

 

They told me that since hurricanes rotate counterclockwise in the northern 

hemisphere, the north and east sides of our house would get hit the hardest.   

-Why did your neighbors think that the north and east sides of your house would 

get hit the hardest? 

Because hurricanes in the northern hemisphere rotate counterclockwise, and 

Puerto Rico is in the northern hemisphere.    

 

So, I bought some half inch plywood and boarded up every door and window on 

the north and east sides of our house.   

-Did you board up the south and west sides of your house? 

No, I did not board up the south or west sides of my house, I boarded up the 

north and east sides of the house.   

 

I also put sandbags at the bottom of every door to prevent the water from being 

pushed under the doors.   

-Why did you put sandbags at the bottom of the doors, to keep them shut or to 

prevent water from being pushed under the doors? 



I put sandbags at the bottom of the doors to prevent water from being pushed 

under them by the strong winds.   

 

We were lucky that Maria hit Puerto Rico in the morning because it meant that 

we would be able to see without too much trouble.   

-Why were you lucky that Maria hit Puerto Rico in the morning? 

Because it meant that we would be able to see a little because the storm would 

hit us during the day.   

 

The powerful hurricane had a maximum wind speed of 175 mph and maximum 

sustained winds of 155 mph, which means that it had sustained winds similar to 

a strong f2 tornado. 

-Were the winds in hurricane Maria as strong as a f2 tornado? 

Yes, the sustained winds that hurricane Maria produced were as strong as winds 

in an f2 tornado.   

 

 

Conclusion 

This free podcast uses some of the same learning methods that are used in the 

complete courses, but the stories in the complete courses are superior because 

they provide much more context, and each new lesson is a continuation of the 

same story.  If you like this free podcast, please help me to continue developing 

content by sharing on your favorite social media.  Until next week.   

 


