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Learning English Faster Podcast 

-No grammar, no lists to memorize, no textbooks- 

In this episode we will be discussing the following:  

Part 1  - What are idioms? 

Part 2 – Common English idioms and their meanings  

Part 3 – Short story - Questions and answers 

Hi everyone, my name is David, and it is my goal to help you learn English faster.  

Learning to speak English is easier than you think, you just need to use the correct 

learning methods.  Remember that you can always access the complete written 

transcripts for each podcast at learningenglishfaster.com.   

 

Part 1  - What are idioms? 

An idiom is basically a group of words that have a meaning different than their 
literal meaning.  In other words, an idiom is an expression.  I have found that 
idioms are very difficult for people to understand in their second language 
because they do not really make sense if you are not familiar with the idiom, and 
they do not usually translate into another language.  For example, on day it was 
raining very hard, so I told my wife that it was “raining cats and dogs.”  She just 
looked at me like I had 2 heads and asked me what I was talking about, because 
English is her second language.  I had to explain that “raining cats and dogs” is an 
expression that just means that it is raining very hard.  To make it even more 
confusing, I said the expression to her in Spanish.  Of course, no one who speaks 
Spanish would understand me because this is an English idiom, and it is not used 
in the Spanish language.  Some idioms are used by more than one language, but I 
would not bet on it.  Since that rainy day, I have been extra carful to explain 
myself whenever I use an idiom.  You will doubtlessly run into English idioms 
frequently, and since they do not make sense literally, it is a good idea to learn 
the more common ones.    An additional benefit of learning and using some 



common idioms is that it will help you to sound more like a native English 
speaker.  I will only go over some very common and up-to-date idioms, so you can 
be confident that people will understand you when you use them.   

 

 Part 2 – Common English idioms and their meanings 

As always, I do not recommend memorizing these idioms, just listen to this 
podcast as many times as it takes for you to be familiar with them.     

 

A dime a dozen – This refers to something very common. 

To beat around the bush – This refers to not getting to the point.   

To bite the bullet – This refers to just getting something over with. 

Break a leg – This is actually a way of wishing someone good luck. 

Hit the sack – This means to go to bed.   

Are you pulling my leg? – This means are you kidding or messing with me? 

Speak of the devil – This expression is used when a person you were just talking 
about shows up. 

Under the weather – Sick 

The last straw – This refers to the straw that broke the camels back.  This   
        means that your patience has run out. 

 

 

 

Part 3 – Super short stories - Questions and answers 



-My son asked me if his baseball cards are rare, but I told him that they are a 
dime a dozen. 

-When I asked my son why there was a mess in the house, he kept beating 
around the bush, so I told him to just bite the bullet and tell me the truth.   

-As my son was warning up for the game, I told him to break a leg.   

-After a very long day, my wife asked me if I wanted to watch a movie, but I 

said, are you pulling my leg?  I am so tired that I’m just going to hit the sack. 

-As my wife and I were discussing how to discipline our son, he knocked on the 

door and I said, speak of the devil look who just showed up.   

-I stayed home from work yesterday because I was feeling under the weather.   

-When I saw the mess my son left in the living room, I said that is the last straw.   

 

Questions and answers 

Now I will state one of the phrases from above followed by a pause, this pause is 

time for you to answer out loud.  Short and quick answers are best.  My answers 

may be a little longer to provide context.  This technique simulates a conversation 

and helps you to start thinking in the English language.   

My son asked me if his baseball cards are rare, but I told him that they are a 
dime a dozen. 

-Did your son think that he had cards that were worth some money? 

Yes, but I had to inform him that his cards are common or a dime a dozen.   

   

When I asked my son why there was a mess in the house, he kept beating 
around the bush, so I told him to just bite the bullet and tell me the truth. 

Did your son make a mess in the house? 



Yes, and he did not want to tell me the truth about how it happened right away, 
so I basically told him to stop wasting my time and tell me the truth or just bite 
the bullet.   

 

As my son was warning up for the game, I told him to break a leg. 

Did you want your son to break his leg in the game? 

No, not really, I was really wishing him good luck in a kind of funny way.   

 

After a very long day, my wife asked me if I wanted to watch a movie, but I said, 

are you pulling my leg?  I am so tired that I’m just going to hit the sack. 

-Did your wife want to watch a movie at the end of a very long day? 

Yep, but I was so tired that I told her I was just going to go to bed or hit the sack.   

   

As my wife and I were discussing how to discipline our son, he knocked on the 

door and I said, “speak of the devil look who just showed up.” 

-Were you and your wife speaking about the devil? 

No, we were discussing our son when he happened to knock on the door. 

   

I stayed home from work yesterday because I was feeling under the weather. 

-Why did you stay home from work yesterday? 

Because I was feeling sick or under the weather.   

   

When I saw the mess my son left in the living room, I said that is the last straw. 

-Did you son mess up the living room with straw? 

No, but he did leave the living room a mess and my patience had run out.   



 

 

  Conclusion 

This free podcast uses the same learning methods that are used in the complete 

courses, but the stories in the complete courses are superior because they 

provide much more context, and each new lesson is a continuation of the same 

story.  If you like this free podcast, please help me to continue developing content 

by sharing an episode or 2 on your favorite social media.   

 

Until next week.   

 

 

 

 

 


